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PRIESTHOOD 

IT  HAS  EXISTED 
WITH  GOD  FROM 
THE  BEGINNING 

THROUGH  HIM  IT 
MUST  EMANATE 

by  President  David  0.  McKay 


In  seeking  the  source  of  the  Holy  Priesthood,  we 
can  conceive  of  no  condition  beyond  God  himself. 
In  him  it  centers.  From  him  it  must  emanate. 
Priesthood,  being  thus  inherent  in  the  Father,  can 
be  given  to  another  by  him  alone.  Priesthood,  as 
held  by  man,  therefore,  must  ever  be  delegated  by 
authority.  There  never  has  been  a  human  being  in 
the  world  who  had  the  right  to  arrogate  to  himself 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  priesthood.  There 
have  been  some  who  would  arrogate  to  themselves 
that  right,  but  the  Lord  has  never  recognized  it. 

A  Dynamic  Force  When  Activated 

The  priesthood  is  an  everlasting  principle  which 
has  existed  with  God  from  the  beginning  and  will 
exist  throughout  all  eternity.  The  keys  which  have 
been  given  men  to  fxmction  through  the  priesthood 
come  from  heaven.  We  see  in  the  divine  ordinances 
conferred,  and  in  revelations  from  the  Lord  on  the 
priesthood,  the  solution  to  every  need  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Church.  This  priesthood  power  is 
operative  in  the  Church  today,  as  it  continues  to 
expand  in  the  earth.  It  is  a  power  given  not  for 
personal  gain,  but  for  the  common  good  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  kingdom  of  God  upon  the  earth. 
Each  member  of  the  priesthood,  regardless  of  his 
caUing,  is  to  perform  his  labor  diligently.  Con- 
cerning this  the  Lord  has  said: 

(For  Course  6,  lessons  of  December  29  to  January  12,  "The  Priest- 
hood Remained  on  Earth,"  "The  Priesthood  Talcen  Away"  and  "The 
Priesthood  Was  Restored";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  December  8, 
.'iS^.^xTo  Exercise  Authority";  for  Course  30,  lesson  of  December  15, 
"Priesthood  Authority";   and  of  general  interest.) 
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Wherefore,  now  let  every  man  learn  his  duty, 
and  to  act  in  the  office  in  which  he  is  appointed, 
in  all  diligence. 

He  that  is  slothful  shall  not  be  counted  worthy 
to  stand,  and  he  that  learns  not  his  duty  and  shows 
himself  not  approved  shall  not  be  counted  worthy 
to  stand.  .  .  .(Doctrine  and  Covenants  107:99,  100.) 

The  power  of  the  priesthood  becomes  dynamic 
and  productive  of  good  only  when  the  liberated 
force  becomes  active  in  the  lives  of  men,  turning  their 
hearts  and  desires  toward  God  and  prompting  ser- 
vice to  their  fellowmen;  just  as  an  impounded  reser- 
voir of  water  becomes  productive  of  good  only  when 
the  liberated  water  becomes  active  in  valleys,  fields, 
gardens,  and  happy  homes. 

Strictly  speaking,  priesthood,  as  delegated  power, 
is  an  individual  acquirement.  However,  by  divine 
decree,  men  are  appointed  to  serve  in  particular 
offices  in  the  priesthood  in  quorums,  or  to  func- 
tion under  the  direction  of  quonmas.  Thus,  this 
power  finds  expression  through  groups  as  well  as 
individuals.  The  priesthood  quorum  is  the  oppor- 
tunity for  men  of  like  aspirations  to  know,  to  love, 
and  to  aid  one  another.  "To  live  is  not  to  live  for 
one's  self  alone." 

Five  Steps  Back  to  the  Savior 

Recognizing  that  the  Creator  is  the  eternal  and 

everlasting  source  of  this  power;  that  he  alone  can 

direct  it;  and  that  to  possess  it  is  to  have  the  right, 

as  an  authorized  representative,  of  direct  commu- 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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nion  with  God — how  reasonable,  yet  how  sublime, 
are  the  privileges  and  blessings  made  possible  of  at- 
tainment through  the  possession  of  the  power  and 
authority  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood — they  are 
the  most  glorious  that  the  human  mind  can  con- 
template! 

A  yuan  who  is  thus  in  communion  with  his  God 
will  find  his  life  sweetened,  his  discernment  sharp- 
ened to  decide  quickly  between  right  and  wrong,  his 
feelings  tender  and  compassionate,  yet  his  spirit 
strong  and  valiant  in  defense  of  right;  he  will  find 
the  priesthood  a  never-failing  source  of  happiness 
— a  well  of  living  water  springing  up  unto  eternal 
life. 

You  who  have  the  priesthood  are  servants  of  God 
by  divine  right.  I  know  the  world  thinks  we  are 
unreasonable,  even  fanatical,  in  our  ideas,  when  we 
tell  them  this  is  the  only  authorized  Church,  but 
that  is  true.  The  priesthood  came  direct  from  our 
Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  great  High 
Priest;  and  he  authorized  Peter,  James,  and  John, 
on  whom  he  bestowed  that  priesthood,  to  bestow 
it  upon  Joseph  Smith.  And  you  who  hold  the 
priesthood  can  trace  your  ordination  in  five  steps 
right  back  to  the  Savior  himself. 

Resist  the  Devil! 

We  are  facing  conditions  in  the  world  which 
demand  the  highest  intelligence,  the  deepest  spirit- 
uality, the  greatest  effort  that  members  of  the  priest- 
hood of  God,  and  our  teachers  of  youth,  can  pos- 
sibly put  forth.  Our  young  men  and  women  in  high 
schools,  junior  colleges,  and  universities  need  our 
help.  Their  parents  need  our  help.  It  is  time  now 
for  us  to  put  forth  extra  effort  to  know  the  differ- 
ence between  right  and  wrong.  Warn  our  youth  not 
to  deceive  themselves  that  they  can  tamper  with 
alcohol,  cigarettes,  or  narcotics  of  any  kind,  be- 
cause of  the  dangerous  effects  that  follow  indulgence 
in  such  things.  These  things  have  been  forbidden 
by  the  Lord  and  if  indulged  in  will  lead  our  young 
people  away  from  activity  in  the  Church,  bring  them 
to  failure  in  their  schoolwork — and  finally,  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  not  dwell  in  them. 

Young  man,  young  woman:  you  cannot  tamper 
with  the  Evil  One!  Resist  temptation,  resist  the 
devil,  and  he  will  flee  from  you.  Your  weakest  point 


will  be  the  point  at  which  the  devil  tries  to  tempt 
you,  will  try  to  win  you;  and  if  you  have  been  made 
weak  before  you  have  undertaken  to  serve  the  Lord, 
Satan  will  add  to  that  weakness.  Resist  him,  and 
you  will  gain  strength.  He  will  tempt  you  in  an- 
other point:  resist  him  again;  and  he  becomes  weak- 
er, and  you  become  stronger,  until  you  can  say,  no 
matter  what  your  surroundings  may  be,  "Get  thee 
behind  me,  Satan:  for  it  is  written,  Thou  shalt  wor- 
ship the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou 
serve."  (Luke  4:8.) 

I  love  the  young  people,  and  my  heart  goes  out 
to  them.  May  God  keep  them  true  to  the  faith  and 
bless  them  that  they  will  be  able  to  withstand  the 
temptations  that  constantly  beset  their  paths.  To 
the  youth  of  the  Church  I  say,  go  to  your  Father  in 
heaven  in  prayer,  seek  the  advice  of  your  parents, 
your  bishops,  and  your  stake  presidents: 

Do  your  Duty,  that  is  best; 
Leave  unto  the  Lord  the  rest. 

It  is  sobering  to  think  what  our  great  body  of 
priesthood  bearers  can  do  to  help  these  young  peo- 
ple, and  to  stir  them  to  acts  of  honesty  and  truth- 
fulness— stir  them  so  that  they  will  becolne  examples 
to  the  world! 

Worthiness 

To  hold  the  priesthood  of  God  by  divine  author- 
ity is  one  of  the  greatest  gifts  that  can  come  to  a 
man  and  worthiness  is  of  first  importance.  The 
very  essence  of  priesthood  is  eternal.  He  is  greatly 
blessed  who  feels  the  responsibility  of  representing 
Deity.  He  should  feel  it  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
is  conscious  of  his  actions  and  words  under  all  con- 
ditions. No  man  who  holds  the  Holy  Priesthood 
should  treat  his  wife  disrespectfully.  No  man  who 
holds  that  Priesthood  should  fail  to  ask  the  blessing 
on  his  food,  or  to  kneel  with  his  wife  and  children 
and  ask  for  God's  guidance.  A  home  is  transformed 
because  a  man  holds  and  honors  the  priesthood. 

We  are  not  to  use  it  dictatorially,  for  the  Lord 
has  said  that: 

.  .  .  When  we  undertake  to  cover  our  sins,  or  to 
gratify  our  pride,  our  vain  ambition,  or  to  exercise 
control  or  dominion  or  compulsion  upon  the  souls 
of  the  children  of  men,  in  any  degree  of  unrighteous- 
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ness,  behold,  the  heavens  withdraw  themselves;  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  grieved;  and  when  it  is  with- 
drawn, Amen  to  the  priesthood  or  the  authority  of 
that  man.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  121:37.) 

That  revelation,  given  by  the  Lord  to  the  Proph- 
et Joseph  Smith,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  les- 
sons in  pedagogy  or  psychology  and  government 
ever  given;  and  we  should  read  it  over  and  over 
again. 

The  Greatesf  Fraternity  in  the  World 

Members  of  the  priesthood  belong  to  the  great- 
est fraternity,  the  greatest  brotherhood  in  all  the 
world — the  brotherhood  of  Christ — and  they  have 
the  obligation  to  do  their  best  each  day,  all  day,  and 
to  maintain  the  standards  of  the  priesthood. 


Live  honest,  sincere  lives!  Be  honest  with  your- 
selves, honest  with  your  brethren;  honest  with  your 
families;  honest  with  men  with  whom  you  deal — 
always  honest — the  very  foundation  of  all  character 
rests  upon  the  principles  of  honesty  and  sincerity. 

Be  true  to  the  Church.  Be  true  to  your  families 
— loyal  to  them!  Protect  your  children.  Guide  them, 
not  arbitrarily,  but  by  the  example  of  a  kind,  loving 
father;  and  so  contribute  to  the  strength  of  the 
Church  by  exercising  the  priesthood  in  your  homes 
and  in  your  lives.  Be  true  to  the  ideals  of  the  priest- 
hood. Magnify  your  callings,  and  inspire  men  by 
your  actions — not  only  members  of  the  Church  but 
all  men  everywhere — to  live  higher  and  better  Uves! 
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by  Rex  L.  Sohm* 

On  a  dark,  starless  night  in  May,  1967,  strange, 
eerie  lights  were  flashing  around  the  trees  and  bushes 
and  the  cobwebbed,  sightless  windows  of  the  125- 


year-old  Masonic  Hall,  lying  about  800  feet  south  of 
my  home  on  the  original  Main  Street  of  Nauvoo.  It 
was  about  midnight  when  I  awakened  and  looked  out 
of  the  window  at  the  erratic  lights.  I  decided  to  in- 
vestigate. As  I  approached  the  building  in  my  trusty 
pickup,  I  was  aware  of  many  forms  moving  about 
the  lot.  I  soon  discovered  about  a  dozen  boys  and 
girls  prowling  about.  It  turned  out  that  they  were 
students  from  a  nearby  college  town,  out  on  a  "lark" 
to  explore  "ghost  houses."  They  showed  no  signs 
of  being  destructive,  and  they  were  courteous  as  I 
explained  the  value  and  rich  heritage  of  the  historic 
buildings  of  Nauvoo.  I  loaded  them  into  the  pickup 
and  gave  them  a  midnight  flashlight  tour  of  the 
premises,  much  to  the  delight  of  all. 

Curiously  enough,  about  two  months  ago  a  min- 
ister from  Keokuk,  Iowa,  called  me  one  night  and 
wanted  to  talk  to  me.  He  wouldn't  tell  me  what  he 
wanted  on  the  telephone,  but  wished  to  drive  across 
the  Mississippi  River  to  see  me.  Upon  arrival  he 
said  that  he  understood  we  had  spirits  and  ghosts  in 
our  old  Nauvoo  houses,  and  he  wanted  to  bring  a 


(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  October  27,  "Thank  You  for  Owe 
Special  Blessings";  for  Course  10,  lesson  of  December  29,  "Nauvoo 
the  Beautiful";  for  Course  12,  lesson  of  December  29,  "A  Leader 
Is  a  Builder";  and  of  general  interest.) 

*Rex  L.  Sohm  is  an  architectural  supervisor  for  the  Nauvoo 
Restoration  project.  He  took  his  B.A.  in  architecture  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  California  at  Berkeley  in  1949,  practiced  privately  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  later  became  affiliated  with  the  Church  architectural 
department.  He  and  his  wife,  Kathryn  Salm,  have  been  living  in 
Nauvoo  since  1966;  he  teaches  the  Gospel  Doctrine  class  in  the 
Nauvoo  Branch  (Northern  States  Mission).  The  couple  have  four 
children. 


(Figure  1)  Additions  to  Brigham  Young  house  made  after 
1846  have  been  torn  away  and  crumbling  walls  stabilized. 


(Figure  2)  The  original  stonewalled  well  where  the  Brigham 
Young  family  drew  water.  Many  original  stones  still  remain. 
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group  of  young  people  from  his  church  to  have  some 
"spirit  experiences."  The  result  of  this  visit  was  a 
two -hour  discussion  and  an  invitation  to  bring 
his  young  people  over  for  a  true  presentation  of 
Nauvoo  the  Beautiful.  He  did  bring  his  group  of  13 
young  people  to  hear  and  see  the  interpretation  of 
the  history  of  these  sacred  acres.  As  I  took  this 
group  of  youngsters  around,  I  thought  of  what  they 
might  have  seen  and  done  126  years  ago  on  the 
same  grounds. 

The  Great  Nauvoo  Restoration 

In  November,  1845,  a  St.  Louis  newspaper  listed 
the  population  of  Nauvoo  at  11,057.  You  can  im- 
agine how  many  of  these  inhabitants  would  be  chil- 
dren! The  little  sign  you  see  now  as  you  enter  Nau- 
voo notes:  "Population  1,000."  Church  membership 
there  is  close  to  100,  much  of  it  the  result  of  the 
great  Nauvoo  Restoration  project,  which  is  moving 
rapidly  ahead.  Also,  many  members  of  the  branch 
who  live  outside  of  Nauvoo  come  into  town  regularly 
for  Church  services.  A  fine  new  chapel  is  being 
built  for  them. 

The  nature  of  my  work  in  the  architectural  de- 
partment places  me  in  a  position  to  take  you  back 
to  actual  surfaces  handled  and  walked  on  by  the 
children  of  1839  to  1845.  Archaeologists  dig  up  the 
ground  and  discover  many  objects;  then  we  must 
determine  whether  or  not  these  objects  are  artifacts 


of  our  historic  period,  and  what  their  significance 
might  be.  We  find  that  parts  of  buildings  have  been 
torn  down  and  other  parts  added;  so  we  carefully 
study  every  detail  of  a  building  with  all  the  histori- 
cal information  available — diaries,  tax  records,  deeds, 
speeches,  letters,  photos,  etc.  We  scrape  off  many 
layers  of  paint  to  determine  the  original  color  of 
each  wall. 

Pretend 

As  I  look  out  of  the  windows  of  my  office  in 
a  three-storied  brick  home  built  in  1843  by  David 
Yearsley,  a  merchant,  I  see  beautiful  fields,  golden 
with  wheat  and  green  with  com  and  alfalfa;  vine- 
yards of  grapes;  many  small  gardens,  and  stately 
shade  trees.  Pretend  that  you  are  child  in  the  Years- 
ley  household.  You  could  be  up  in  the  attic  hang- 
ing garden  vegetables  or  fruits  to  be  dried,  or  you 
could  be  in  one  of  the  eight  rooms  or  on  one  of  the 
three  stairways,  working  or  playing.  (The  room 
just  above  me  has  a  one-inch-thick  floor,  worn  nearly 
half  through  from  family  activity.)  Maybe  you  are 
in  the  large,  cool  basement  sorting  apples  to  be 
stored  in  barrels. 

Let's  take  a  stroll  to  the  beautiful  Heber  C. 
Kimball  acreage  just  a  block  away.  It  is  located  on 
a  typical  four-acre  block,  with  one  acre  allotted  for 
each  house. 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 


(Figure  3)  The  brick  floor  of  Brigham  Young's  vegetable         (Figure  4)   The  oblong,  original  cistern,  with  the  second 
cellar,  and  a  cistern  built  after  the   Youngs  left  Nauvoo.         cistern,    round    and    bowl    shaped,    built    on    the    original. 
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The  stately  Wilford  Woodruff  house  on  this  same 
block  is  receiving  the  final  touches  of  restoration 
and  is  nearly  ready  for  exhibition.  At  least  21  var- 
ieties of  vegetables  were  grown  in  the  Woodruff 
garden;  four  varieties  of  berries,  thirteen  varieties 
of  apples,  and  seven  other  fruit  trees.  This  news 
item  appeared  in  The  Wasp,  October  15,  1842: 
"Elder  Woodruff  raised  a  radish  also,  in  his  garden, 
which  measured  18^  inches  in  circumference."  Can 
you  imagine  what  your  family  chores  would  be,  car- 
ing for  gardens  like  these? 

Besides  gardening,  you  would  milk  the  cows, 
feed  and  water  the  animals,  gather  eggs,  clean  sta- 
bles, pens,  and  coops.  In  return,  you  would  develop 
good  work  habits  and  a  sense  of  individual  respon- 
sibility and  family  solidarity  that  would  prepare 
you  for  the  great  challenges  awaiting  you  shortly, 
as  you  crossed  the  plains  to  pioneer  the  Great  Salt 
Lake  Valley. 

Lefs  Take  a  Walk 

Now  let's  walk  through  the  fragrant  fields  and 
vineyards  past  the  Jonathan  Browning  house,  where 
archaeologists  have  found  at  least  six  different  foun- 
dations this  summer.  These  foundations  pose  per- 
plexing restoration  problems. 

We  go  on  to  the  Webb  blacksmith  site,  where 
archaeologists  have  completed  a  beautiful  job  of 
revealing  the  foundation  of  a  blacksmith  shop  with 
two  forges,  a  wagon  shop,  and  an  attached  house. 
Then  on  to  the  Brigham  Young  house,  which  is  a 
beehive  of  activity — very  much  as  it  must  have  been 
in  1843.  Here  the  archaeologists,  historians,  and 
architects  have  completed  their  work;  plans  have 
been  approved  by  professional  consultants  and 
turned  over  to  construction  crews.  Additions  made 
later  than  1846  have  been  stripped  away,  and 
crumbling  walls  have  been  stabilized  (see  Figure  1). 
(In  restoration  work  we  never  tear  down  anything 
original  if  there  is  any  possible  way  to  preserve  it.) 
Masons  and  carpenters  hustle  about  with  extreme 
care  in  restoring  this  priceless  structure.  Children 
today  are  just  as  interested  in  watching  this  work 
as  the  children  must  have  been  who  watched  the 
city  being  built  126  years  ago.  Maybe  one  of  those 
early  Nauvoo  children  became  one  of  your  great, 
great,  great  grandmothers  or  grandfathers. 

Three  Wells 

The  pictures  you  see  on  the  preceding  pages  were 
taken  during  the  archaeological  work  done  last  year 
on  the  Brigham  Young  home.  Three  weUs  were 
found;  but  here  is  the  original  stonewalled  well 
(Figure  2)   where  Brigham  Young  and  his  family 


drew  water.  Many  of  the  original  stones  are  stiU  in 
place.  Nearby  is  the  brick-floored  foundation  (Figure 
3),  with  enough  walls  remaining  to  check  out  a 
statement  made  by  Brigham  Young: 

".  .  .  And  as  the  ground  was  too  damp  to  admit 
of  a  cellar  underground,  I  built  one  with  two  brick 
walls  about  four  or  six  inches  apart,  arched  over 
with  brick.  Frost  never  penetrated  it,  although  in 
summer  articles  would  mildew  in  it."^ 

Three  cisterns  were  found.  It  was  apparent  that 
the  one  in  Figure  3  was  built  after  Brigham  Young 
and  his  family  left  Nauvoo,  because  it  had  been  cut 
into  the  vegetable  cellar  after  the  cellar  had  tumbled 
down  and  been  covered  up.  The  original  cistern  is 
shown  in  Figure  4,  with  another  later  cistern  built 
over  it.  You  would  have  been  fascinated  to  watch 
the  masons  build  these  masterpieces  of  round,  vault- 
ed brickwork,  carefully  plastered  inside  to  hold  the 
rainwater  and  provide  soft  water  for  family  use. 
It  was  necessary  to  operate  two  well  winches — one 
to  draw  drinking  water  from  the  well,  and  one  to 
draw  soft  water  from  the  cistern  to  wash  clothes, 
hair,  etc.  As  you  walk  into  the  home,  you  see  ex- 
posed everywhere  stone  and  brick,  woodwork  and 
plastering,  touched  last  by  the  craftsmen  of  1843 
and  1844. 

Beautiful  Nauvoo 

B.  H.  Roberts  tells  of  early  Nauvoo: 

The  word  Nauvoo  comes  from  the  Hebrew,  and 
signifies  'beautiful  situation';  "carrying  with  it  also," 
says  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  "the  idea  of  rest" 
And,  indeed,  the  location  of  the  city  is  beautiful. 
No  sooner  does  one  come  in  view  of  it  than  he  ex- 
claims, "It  is  rightly  named!"  The  city  stands  on  a 
bold  point  around  which  sweeps  the  placid  yet  ma- 
jestic "Father  of  Waters" — the  Mississippi.  The  city 
is  at  least  half  encircled  by  that  noble  stream.  From 
its  banks  the  ground  rises  gradually  for  at  least  a 
mile  where  it  reaches  the  common  level  of  the  prairie 
that  stretches  out  to  the  eastward,  farther  than  the 
eye  can  reach,  in  a  beautifully  undulating  surface, 
once  covered  by  a  luxuriant  growth  of  natural 
grasses  and  wild  flowers,  with  here  and  there  patches 
of  timber;  but  now  chequered  with  meadows.  .  .  . 
Such  is  the  location  of  Nauvoo;  such  its  immediate 
surroundings.^ 

Ghosts  in  Old  Nauvoo?  Let  us  say  that  the  spirit 
of  beautiful  Nauvoo  still  fills  this  land! 


^Brigham  Young's  manuscript  history,  September  2,  1841;  recorded 
in  The  Millennial  Star,  Vol.  26.  February  6.  1864.  page  88. 

"Brigham  Henry  Roberts,  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  Nauvoo;  Deseret 
Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,   1900;   pages  19,  20. 
Library  File  Reference:  HISTORIC  LANDMARKS— MORMON  CHURCH 
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Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 


'A  Marvelous  Work 
and  A  Wonder" 


by  Elder  LeGrand  Richards 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


A  few  years  ago  a  nonmember  of  the  Church, 
bright  in  the  scriptures,  called  at  my  office.  He 
could  quote  the  Bible  readily.  We  had  a  stimulating 
gospel  conversation,  but  finally  I  had  to  excuse  my- 
self to  attend  an  important  meeting.  As  I  left,  I 
handed  him  a  copy  of  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a 
Wonder  and  asked  him  to  read  it  and  mark  every- 
thing in  it  that  he  thought  was  wrong.  Then  I  told 
him  to  bring  it  back  and  I  would  show  him  that 
the  things  he  thought  were  wrong  were  right,  and 
that  he  was  wrong.  (I  like  to  challenge  people;  it 
gives  them  something  to  look  for!) 

In  three  days  the  book  came  back.  I  was  not 
there,  but  he  left  it  on  the  desk.  He  had  scribbled 
notes  around  the  margins  all  through  the  book,  and 
on  the  back  of  the  flyleaf  he  had  written: 

(For  Course  14,  lessons  of  October  20  to  November  17,  "Restora- 
tion" and  "Priesthood";  for  Course  16,  lesson  of  November  17,  "The 
Purpose  of  Life";  for  Course  26,  lesson  of  October  13,  "Sending 
Correct  Messages";  for  Course  28,  lessons  of  October  27  and  Decem- 
ber 29,  "A  Message  of  Gladness"  and  "What  To  Preach";  for  the 
general  use  of  Course  30;  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  7; 
and  of  general  interest.) 
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"Up  to  the  time  ...  I  [gained]  knowledge  of  this 
book,  my  life  was  pointless.  I  could  not  see  myself 
in  proper  perspective,  either  in  relation  to  God,  the 
Christ,  to  the  children  of  God,  or  in  regard  to  those 
of  the  sons  of  men  who  walk  the  way  of  darkness. 
By  reading,  I  am  enlightened  beyond  expectation. 
I  begin  to  become  aware  of  spiritual  values  which 
were  not  apparent  before. 

"In  this  book  I  find  no  flaw.  It  is  an  education 
in  itself." 

When  a  nonmember,  well-versed  in  scripture,  can 
accept  a  challenge  to  read  420  pages  of  Mormonism, 
looking  for  error,  and  "find  no  flaw"  in  it,  there  is 
only  one  answer — he  has  found  something  true. 

The  Birth  of  a  Book 

I  have  been  asked  how  I  came  to  write  A  Marve- 
lous Work  and  a  Wonder.  In  the  early  1930's  while 
I  was  serving  as  president  of  the  Southern  States 
(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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A  MARVELOUS  WORK  AND  A  WONDER 

Mission,  the  Church  had  no  recommended  plan  for 
presenting  the  gospel  to  contacts.  I  told  our  mis- 
sionaries that  if  they  would  learn  how  to  tell  the 
Mormon  message,  and  then  get  into  the  same  home 
one  night  a  week  for  six  months  to  present  it,  by 
that  time  their  investigators  would  either  join  the 
Church  or  they  wouldn't  be  good  for  any  other 
church. 

So  I  sat  down,  and  in  just  a  few  days  I  outlined 
a  series  of  subjects  for  the  missionaries  to  present 
in  the  homes  of  investigators,  one  subject  each  week 
for  a  period  of  six  months.  This  outline  was  pub- 
lished in  mimeographed  form  under  the  title  "The 
Message  of  Mormonism,"  and  each  missionary  in 
our  mission  received  a  copy.  Soon  this  outline  was 
used  in  many  missions  and  stake  missions,  and  after 
my  release  as  mission  president  I  received  many 
personal  requests  for  copies.  I  said  to  myself,  "Why 
don't  I  develop  those  subjects  that  I  have  outlined 
for  the  missionaries  in  the  way  I  would  present  them 
if  I  were  going  into  a  home  one  night  each  week  for 
six  months?"  This  was  the  plan  that  brought  into 
existence  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder. 

The  book  was  published  in  1950.  President 
George  Albert  Smith,  then  president  of  the  Church, 
didn't  like  the  name  "Mormon"  or  "Mormonism," 
so  I  changed  the  title  from  "The  Message  of  Mor- 
monism" to  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder. 

Since  that  time  436,000  copies  have  been  printed 
by  Deseret  Book  Company.  In  addition,  the  book 
has  been  printed  in  11  foreign  languages;  and  a 
Church-owned  printing  plant  in  London  supplies 
English  copies  for  the  British  Isles,  South  Africa, 
New  Zealand,  Australia,  and  Canada.  I  don't  know 
how  many  copies  they  have  printed. 

I  have  received  letters  from  aU  parts  of  the  world 
thanking  me  for  writing  the  book  and  telling  me 
that  it  has  helped  people  more  than  anything  else 
to  reach  that  final  decision  to  join  the  Church. 

Testimonies  of  a   Book's  Conversion   Power 

About  a  year  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  a  wom- 
an in  Pennsylvania  that  read  like  this: 

"Brother  Richards,  I  thought  you  would  be  in- 
terested to  know  what  one  copy  of  your  book  has 
done.  ...  I  had  read  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the 
Prophet  Joseph's  story — and  I  didn't  feel  ready  to 
join  the  Church.  Then  the  missionaries  gave  me  a 
copy  of  your  book,  and  I  sat  up  all  night  and  read 
it.  The  next  morning  I  called  the  missionaries  and 
told  them  I  was  ready  for  baptism." 

This  woman  and  three  of  her  children — one,  a 


{Continued  from  preceding  page.) 

son  21  years  old — were  baptized.  The  new  convert 
then  gave  the  book  to  her  neighbor,  and  the  neigh- 
bor and  two  of  her  children  have  been  baptized.  At 
the  time  this  letter  was  written,  the  neighbor  had 
lent  the  book  to  her  sister,  and  the  sister  and  three 
of  her  children  were  ready  for  baptism,  but  they  had 
not  obtained  the  husband's  consent. 


Letters  from  Educators 

Here  is  a  quotation  from  a  letter  from  a  man  in 
Chicago: 

"I  have  just  completed  for  the  third  time  your 
book  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder.  To  me  this 
book  is  scholastically,  theologically  sound,  splendid- 
ly illuminating,  as  it  contains  a  great  variety  of  in- 
formation ...  If  a  person  had  no  other  exposition, 
he  would  find  himself  at  no  great  loss  if  he  possessed 
this  book  and  used  it  diligently. 

"Your  critical  and  explanatory  notes,  informa- 
tive introductions,  and  .  .  .  subject  index  have 
proved  a  help  in  need.  I  have  shown  this  book  and 
introduced  it  to  many  investigators  and  organiza- 
tions where  I  have  been  invited  to  give  talks  on 
comparative  religions,  and  the  reaction  has  shown 
that  it  fosters  a  deeply  spiritual  atmosphere.  It  is 
really  and  truly  a  classic  and  an  excellent  commen- 
tary, based  on  ETERNAL  TRUTH." 

Last  month  I  received  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
professors  at  Brigham  Young  University,  telling  me 
of  a  non-Mormon  student  in  one  of  his  reKgion 
classes  who  hadn't  been  doing  very  well.  Finally  the 
professor  had  called  the  student  in  and  asked  him 
to  write  a  report  on  the  book  A  Marvelous  Work 
and  a  Wonder.  The  first  paragraph  of  this  report 
reads: 

"In  discussing  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder 
I  want  to  relate  my  personal  feelings  and  reflections 
which  I  received  and  drew  from  the  reading.  The 
book  was  divided  up  into  different  sections,  each 
revealing  the  philosophy  and  purpose  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  gospel  in  these  latter  days.  Since  I  am  a 
a  nonmember,  I  was  not  looking  forward  to  read- 
ing this  book;  in  fact,  I  was  considering  not  reading 
it  and  doing  a  snow  job.  I  am  very  thankful  that 
I  did  read  it,  for  now  there  is  a  purpose  for  my 
life  and  a  new  way  of  life  has  been  opened  to  me 
that  I  would  like  to  know  more  about." 

A  Window  of  Christianity 

A  member  of  the  Church  has  written  as  foUows: 

"Congratulations  on   ...   A  Marvelous   Work 

and  a  Wonder.  I  couldn't  put  it  down  when  I  once 
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started  to  read  it.  I  think  it  is  the  finest  book  we 
have  for  investigators  because  it  seems  to  answer 
questions  so  directly  and  simply." 

Here  is  an  excerpt  from  a  letter  from  New 
Orleans: 

"It  [A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder']  is  truly 
the  most  enlightening  and  inspiring  book  that  I  have 
ever  read.  To  me,  it  is  a  window  of  Christianity." 

A  letter  from  Salt  Lake  City  reads: 

"I  want  to  bear  testimony  to  the  value  I  have 
found  in  your  book  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Won- 
der. I  have  taken  it  into  the  pulpit  in  every  appear- 
ance I  have  made  in  31  wards  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  urged  that  it  be  placed  in  every  home  library, 
and  into  the  hands  of  any  who  may  be  investigators." 

A  Book  for  Investigators 

A  president  of  one  of  the  Scandinavian  missions 
wrote: 

"It  was  my  pleasure  the  other  day  to  interview 
a  man  prior  to  baptism  into  the  Church.  He  is  very 
intelligent,  with  a  wonderful  family.  His  wife  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Church  for  years.  He  has  a 
very  analytical  mind  and  understands  English  per- 
fectly. He  has  read  much  of  our  Church  literature, 
but  said  that  the  book  which  had  had  great  influence 
in  giving  him  a  testimony  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
gospel  was  the  book  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Won- 
der," 

This  from  another  mission  president: 

"It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  write  you  about 
the  great  amount  of  good  that  is  being  done  by  your 


book  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder.  I  am  recom- 
mending it  to  each  of  our  missionaries.  Today  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  an  elder  in  which  he  says:  *We 
have  a  wonderful  investigator,  and  I  loaned  her  my 
copy  of  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder.  At  9:15 
one  night  she  finished  it,  and  at  9:30  she  called  her 
minister  to  take  her  name  from  the  roll.  He  wasn^t 
home,  so  she  called  again  at  10:00  and  then  again 
at  10:30.  Not  being  able  to  contact  him,  she  went 
to  bed.  At  midnight  she  got  up  and  wrote  him  a  let- 
ter. She  said  every  investigator  should  have  one  of 
those  books.'  It  certainly  is  a  book  that  has  long 
been  needed,  and  we  appreciate  it  in  this  mission." 

A  returned  mission  president  makes  this  com- 
ment: 

"We  have  expressed  to  you  our  appreciation  for 
the  great  help  your  book  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a 
Wonder  was  to  us  in  bringing  souls  into  the  king- 
dom. We  can  truthfully  say  that  we  know  of  no 
single  book  other  than  the  Book  of  Mormon  that 
reached  and  interested  more  people  and  caused  them 
to  become  converted  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

A  Gift  for  Chrisfmas 

This  is  from  a  stake  president: 

"I  think  your  book  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a 
Wonder  sells  the  gospel  better  than  anything  I  have 
read;  and  certainly  if  I  were  a  mission  president  I 
would  want  all  my  missionaries  to  have  it.  Have 
the  Deseret  Book  Store  send  me  a  dozen  copies, 
which  I  want  to  give  my  family  for  Christmas." 

Library  File  Reference:  MISSIONARY  WORK. 


TEACHING    HELPS    .    .    .    PATIENCE 

Have  You  Tried  It? 

If  a  string  is  in  a  knot 
Patience  will  untie  it. 
Patience  will  do  anything — 
Go  ahead  and  try  it! 

Before  Class:  Cut  a  two-foot  piece  of  hard-twist 
string  or  twine  for  each  student.  Tie  the  ends  of 
each  piece  together  to  form  a  loop,  making  a  fairly 
tight  knot. 

In  Class:  Pass  loops  to  students  and  have  them 
untie  the  knots  you  have  made.  This  probably  won't 
take  long.  Now,  giving  them  a  time  limit  of  one  or 
two  minutes,  have  each  of  them  tie  knots  in  his 


string  and  then  pass  it  to  someone  else  to  untie.  They 

will  tie  fantastic  knots!  And  it  will  take  patience 

to  untie  them.    But  give  them  plenty  of  time,  and 

be  sure  all  the  knots  are  untied.    Have  each  student 

untie  his  own,  even  if  it  is  difficult.  This  is  the  whole 

point  of  the  project.   But  they  will  enjoy  and  learn. 

Apply  this  to:  school  work, 

athletics,     talents,     college  V:C>^^ 

education,    careers,    eternal 

life. 

— C.  Ray  and  Janet  Balmforth. 


Oh,  no! 


Harder  Knots 
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A  new  Teacher^s  Supplement  for  Course  6 
outlines  what  is  meant  by  ,  ,  , 

PRECISE 
TEACHING 


by  Ethna  R.  Reid 

The  Teacher's  Supplement  for  Course  6  has  been 
written  to  help  teachers  become  more  precise  in  their 
teaching.  Each  lesson  in  the  supplement  contains 
four  parts:  (1)  Evaluation  of  Previous  Objectives, 
(2)  Lesson  Objectives,  (3)  Experiences  to  Achieve 
Objectives,  and  (4)  A  Plan  for  Action. 

(1)  Evaluation  of  Previous  Objectives 

The  first  item  provides  suggestions  for  finding 
out  whether  or  not  students  have  learned  anything 
as  a  result  of  the  last  lesson's  activities.  The  effec- 
tiveness of  the  teaching  can  be  measured  by  observ- 
ing the  children's  behavior  to  see  if  desired  changes 
have  occurred.  An  important  task  each  Sunday  is  to 
find  out  if  the  children  have  benefitted  from  the 
previous  lesson. 

(2)  Lesson  Objectives 

Objectives  are  descriptions  of  things  children 
should  be  able  to  do  as  a  result  of  the  lesson.  The 
teacher  can  use  the  objectives  as  a  measuring  stick 
to  determine  what  each  student  believes  or  what 
he  feels  (his  attitudes),  what  he  knows,  and  what  he 
is  able  to  do  (his  skills);  then  the  teacher  can  write 

The  children,  with  Alene  Schade  as  teacher,  are  from  East 
Millcreek  Eighth  Ward,  Mt.  Olympus  Stake.  Sister  Schade 
finds  that  Heidi  Kimball  can  say  the  prayer  without  help. 


Chris  Simonsen  takes  his  turn  tracing  the  journey  of  Lehi. 

more  specific  objectives  to  help  the  child  progress. 
For  example,  during  the  month  of  November  in 
Course  6,  one  of  the  objectives  is  that  "Each  child 
is  to  trace  Lehi's  route  from  Jerusalem."  Chris  is 
photographed  as  he  takes  his  turn  identifying  the 
route;  and  he  can  also  find  on  the  globe  such  places 
as  India,  Japan,  and  Utah.  Because  such  specific 
behavior  has  been  asked  for,  the  teacher  learns  quick- 
ly which  children  have  an  understanding  of  geog- 
raphy, distances,  and  time  variables,  and  which  do 
not. 

Another  objective  in  November's  lessons  is  that 
"Each  child  is  to  select  the  one  book  of  the  stan- 
dard works  that  contains  the  story  of  Nephi."  Brett 
can  read  the  title  "Book  of  Mormon"  and  can  select 
it  easily  from  among  the  other  books,  but  the  teacher 
will  have  to  use  other  means  to  help  children  who 
cannot  read  to  identify  and  select  the  correct  book. 

A  tljird  objective  says:  "Each  child  is  to  tell  the 
story  of  Elijah"  and  the  wicked  King  Ahab  and  the 
feeding  of  Elijah  by  the  ravens.  The  teacher  may 
use  visual  aids  to  assist  children  as  they  retell  the 
story,  after  the  teacher  has  told  it  once.  Lori  has 
heard  the  story  before,  so  she  is  the  first  to  tell  it, 
with  the  help  of  flannelboard  figures. 

One  more  objective  is:  "Each  child  prays  to  his 
Heavenly  Father  to  thank  him  for  his  many  bless- 
ings." Heidi  said  the  opening  prayer  in  Junior  Sun- 
day School  worship  service.  The  teacher  knows  she 
can  pray  alone  in  class  without  further  practice 
except  to  learn  better  expression  of  her  feeHngs, 

In  some  lessons  in  the  Teacher's  Supplement  a 
technique  is  suggested  in  which  all  students  respond 
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Brett  Davis  can  read  the  title,  "Book  of  Mormon.** 

to  questions  at  the  same  time  (for  example,  by  rais- 
ing one  hand  for  "yes"  and  two  hands  for  "no")- 
This  quickly  helps  a  teacher  identify  what  the  chil- 
dren know  or  do  not  know  about  the  lesson. 

(3)  Experiences  To  Achieve  ObjecHves 

This  is  divided  into  three  sections.  The  Vocabu- 
lary Development  lists  words  that  might  have  to  be 
used  in  sentences  or  explained  through  synonyms 
and  definitions  until  the  children  have  no  difficulty 
attaching  the  correct  meaning  to  them.  A  second 
section  lists  Materials  to  use  in  presenting  the  les- 
son, and  a  third  section  contains  a  suggested  Lesson 
Sequence. 

(4)  A  Plan  for  Action 

Included  in  the  "Plan  for  Action"  are  recom- 
mendations for  additional  activities  for  the  child  to 
perform  during  class  period  and  through  the  week. 

A  Sunday  School  teacher's  job  is  to  build  a 
child's  knowledge  of  truth  and  to  influence  his  ten- 
dencies to  do  good. 

Modern  psychologists  tell  us  that  in  order  to 
reach  these  objectives  the  teacher  should  take  these 
steps: 

1.  Pinpoint  the  specific  attitudes,  knowledge,  or 
skills  that  he  wishes  the  student  to  acquire. 

2.  For  each  attitude,  item  of  knowledge,  or  skill 
to  be  acquired,  find  out  if  the  behavior  associated 
with  it  is  already  a  part  of  the  child's  Hfe,  and  if  so, 
how  often  it  occurs.  (For  example,  in  teaching  prayer 
the  teacher  can  find  out  how  often  each  child  prays 
and  how  able  he  is  to  express  himself  in  prayer.) 


Using  story  figures,  Lori  Hart  tells  the  story  of  Elijah. 

3.  Set  some  specific  goal  or  objective  for  each 
child  to  reach  and  tell  him  what  he  must  do — and 
how  often — in  order  to  achieve  it.  For  example, 
"Each  student  is  to  pray  at  least  two  times  per  day." 

4.  Do  something  that  will  make  desirable  be- 
havior occur  more  often  and  undesirable  behavior 
occur  less  often.  The  teacher  has  two  alternatives  in 
changing  behavior  if  the  original  lesson  fails  to  do 
the  job:  redesign  the  lesson,  or  arrange  for  the  child's 
behavior  to  produce  some  consquences  it  did  not 
produce  before.  In  redesigning  the  lesson  the  teach- 
er could  provide  extra  practice  time,  bring  addi- 
tional real  objects  to  class,  involve  the  children  in 
more  talking  time  or  special  role-playing  situa- 
tions, tell  different  stories,  or  show  additional  pic- 
tures, films,  or  filmstrips.  In  arranging  new  conse- 
quences, the  teacher  could  reward  desirable  behavior 
with  verbal  praise,  personal  notes  of  commendation 
to  take  home,  and  opportunities  to  lead  the  class 
into  the  hall  or  to  hold  pictures  for  others  to  see. 

5.  Determine  whether  or  not  the  goal  has  been 
reached  by  gauging  whether  or  not  the  behavior  is 
occurring  at  the  desired  rate.  If  it  is  not,  continue 
to  change  the  lesson  or  the  consequences  until  the 
desired  rate  is  achieved. 

Lesson  manuals  and  teaching  supplements  help 
a  teacher  pinpoint  skills,  attitudes,  and  knowledge 
to  be  gained;  but  only  the  teacher  can  identify  the 
level  of  behavior  each  child  brings  to  class,  and  only 
the  teacher  can  estabhsh  rates,  redesign  lessons,  pro- 
vide experiences,  and  produce  consequences. 

Precise  teaching  rests  with  the  teacher. 

Library  Pile  Refeernce:  TEACHERS  AND  TEACHING. 
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When  it's  self-assessment  time  and  we  try  to  rate 
ourselves  as  Latter-day  Saints,  do  we  shape  up  .  .  . 

ALWAYS? 

HALF  THE  TIME? 

or  NOW  AND  THEN? 

by  Milton  K.  Shaum* 


Children  are  good  observers  but  often  poor  inter- 
preters. They  react  to  what  they  see  in  terms  of  past 
experiences;  and  since  their  experiences  are  usually 
limited,  their  interpretation  of  what  they  observe  is 
often  distorted.  For  instance,  my  six-year-old  son 
and  I  were  driving  along  in  the  car  one  spring  morn- 
ing, observing  the  results  of  a  late  snowfall.  I  com- 
mented that  it  looked  as  if  the  cherries  were  frozen 
again  this  year,  as  there  was  about  an  inch  of  snow 
hanging  on  the  blossoming  trees.  He  repHed,  "That's 
all  right.  Dad,  I  like  frozen  cherries."  I  chuckled  at 
my  boy's  reply,  which  helped  take  the  edge  off  my 
disappointment  at  losing  another  cherry  crop.  His 
interpretation  was  sincere  in  terms  of  past  experi- 
ence— that  of  eating  frozen  fruit  just  removed  from 
our  freezer. 

"Garbage  In:  Garbage  Out" 

Children  require  a  well-supplied  bank  of  experi- 
ences to  make  accurate  interpretations  of  what  they 
see.  The  consistency  of  their  experiences  and  models 
of  behavior  in  life  will  give  focus  and  orientation  to 
their  personalities.  Children  tend  to  identify  more 
with  what  life  experience  is  than  with  what  we  say 
it  is.  There  is  an  expression  in  the  computer  busi- 
ness that  clearly  illustrates  this  point — "garbage  in: 
garbage  out."  If  the  computer  is  programmed  with 
data  that  is  unclear  and  garbled,  then  its  response 
will  be  the  same.  So  it  is  with  the  mind  of  a  child. 
If  his  experiences  and  models  of  behavior  are  incon- 
sistent and  negative  in  nature,  then  very  likely  his 
thinking  will  also  be  inconsistent  and  negative. 

Our  Father  in  heaven  is  fully  aware  of  the  length 
of  time  required  for  a  youngster  to  obtain  sufficient 
experiences  to  give  him  accurate  information  about 
life.  He  is  the  Expert  in  knowing  when  we  are  ready 
to  move  ahead  in  the  gospel  plan;  he  knows  when 
we  have  developed  to  different  stages  of  account- 

(For  Course  8,  lessons  of  October  13  and  December  8,  "He  That 
Is  Baptized  Shall  Be  Saved"  and  "A  Soecial  Person";  for  Course 
10,  lesson  of  October  6,  "The  Book  of  Mormon  Teaches  Baptism"; 
for  Course  12,  lesson  of  November  3,  "A  Leader  Accepts  Respon- 
sibility"; for  Course  16,  lesson  of  December  1,  "Eternal  Progression"; 
for  Course  26,  lesson  of  December  1,  "Faith  in  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God";  for  Course  30,  lesson  of  November  24,  "Ordinance  of  Bap- 
tism"; to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  13;  and  of  general 
interest.) 


ability.  Thus,  he  has  instructed  us  that  certain 
specific  sacred  ordinances  be  performed  when  we  are 
at  the  optimum  level  of  readiness. 

A  psychiatrist  has  said  that  the  expectations  we 
have  of  people  can  make  or  break  them  in  terms  of 
how  well  or  how  poorly  they  accomplish  life's  tasks. 
He  compares  expectations  to  a  medicine  which  can 
either  build  or  destroy.  If  it  is  given  in  proper  dos- 
age, the  recipient  grows;  if  it  is  misused,  the  result 
can  be  harmful.  Properly  timed  expectations  for  him 
to  accomplish  certain  tasks  can  lead  a  youngster  to 
successful  experiences  and  the  development  of  a 
healthy  personality. 

God's  Instruction  on   Baptism 

Have  you  ever  thought  about  the  ordinance  of 
baptism  and  why  it  is  performed  when  a  child  reaches 
the  age  of  eight?  At  this  age  a  child  generally  has 
acquired  the  maturity  necessary  to  enter  into  a 
covenant  with  his  Father  in  heaven.  Eight-year-old 
children  have  lived  long  enough  to  be  exposed  to 
many  experiences  which  provide  a  sense  of  respon- 
sibility and  a  knowledge  of  right  and  wrong.  At 
earlier  ages  this  experience  is  too  limited  to  support 
the  covenant  of  baptism. 

A  useful  guide  in  dealing  with  children  is:  "Re- 
frain from  doing  for  a  child  what  he  can  do  for 
himself."  Children  develop  best  when  this  familiar 
injunction  is  followed.  This  is  also  taken  into  ac- 
count in  our  Father's  instructions  on  baptism:  The 
child  of  eight  is  ready  to  be  responsible  for  his  own 
behavior;  and  as  a  result  he  is  invited  to  enter  into 
a  sacred  contract  promising  to  take  upon  himself 
the  consequences  of  his  own  acts,  to  repent,  and  to 
continue  throughout  life  to  grow  in  the  gospel. 

At  the  time  of  baptism  we  are  expected  to  stop 
and  make  an  assessment  of  ourselves — to  find  out 


*Milton  K.  Shaum  is  the  coordinator  of  School  Social  Work  for 
Davis  County  (Utah)  School  District.  Born  in  Ogden,  Utah,  he  at- 
tended Weber  Junior  College  from  1948-50,  and  after  serving  in  the 
Japanese  Mission,  1950-1953,  completed  studies  for  his  B.S.  (1958) 
and  M.S.W.  (I960)  degrees  at  the  University  of  Utah.  He  has  worked 
in  the  stake  Sunday  School  and  the  YMMIA  and  currently  teaches 
the  Gospel  Doctrine  class  in  the  Bountiful  7th  Ward,  Bountiful  South 
(Utah)  stake.  His  wife  is  Joyce  Geary;  the  couple  have  six  chil- 
dren. He  acknowledges  the  help  of  Dr.  Larry  Smith,  school  psy- 
chologist for  Davis  County  School  District,  in  the  preparation  of 
this  article. 
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what  we  have  been  and  what  we  want  to  become. 
Our  Father  in  heaven  so  deeply  beheves  in  this  self- 
assessment  that  he  provides  us  with  a  sacrament 
once  a  week  to  remind  us  of  the  covenant  and  its 
importance.  It  would  seem  wise,  therefore,  to  pro- 
vide each  eight-year-old  child  preparing  for  bap- 
tism with  a  guide  to  help  him  evaluate  his  life  up 
to  that  time  and  to  indicate  what  he  would  ideally 
like  to  become  after  baptism.  The  following  "Self- 
assessment  Inventory"  is  provided  to  assist  teachers 
in  helping  eight-year-olds  evaluate  themselves. 

The  Actual  Self  and  the  Ideal  Self 

It  should  be  emphasized  that  there  are  no  one- 
hundred-percent  right  or  wrong  answers  and  that 
each  child  must  check  the  answer  that  honestly 
grades  his  performance  as  "Always,"  "Half  the 
Time,"  or  "Now  and  Then."  After  the  first  column, 
"What  Is  My  Performance  Now?"  has  been  com- 
pleted, the  procedure  should  be  repeated  with  the 
second  column,  "What  Would  I  Like  It  To  Be?" 
(Before  the  children  fill  out  this  self -assessment 
inventory,  the  teacher  should  define  and  discuss 
with  them  the  list  of  words.    Then  each  student 


should  respond  separately  to  the  questions.) 

Rarely  will  anyone  find  his  actual  and  ideal  self 
in  complete  harmony.  To  bring  these  two  selves 
closer  together,  members  of  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  endeavor  to  follow  the 
model  of  the  Master  and  become  like  him.  This  is 
the  way  to  perfection;  this  is  the  life  style  that  will 
enable  us  to  return  to  his  presence.    Moroni  wrote: 

.  .  .  Pray  unto  the  Father  with  all  the  energy  of 
heart,  that  ye  may  be  filled  with  this  love,  which  he 
hath  bestowed  upon  all  who  are  true  followers  of 
his  Son,  Jesus  Christ;  that  ye  may  become  the  sons 
of  God;  that  when  he  shall  appear  we  shall  be  like 
him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is;  that  we  may 
have  this  hope;  that  we  may  be  purified  even  as  he 
is  pure.  Amen.  (Moroni  7:48.) 

Helping  youngsters  catch  the  vision  of  the  gospel 
plan  and  the  responsibility  for  Christlike  changes 
in  their  lives  is  a  great  challenge  for  any  teacher. 
Reacting  seriously  to  the  question  of  "Who  Am  I?" 
at  the  time  of  baptism  can  be  a  positive  experience 
in  moving  along  the  way  to  perfection. 

Library  File  Reference:  BAPTISM. 


SELF-ASSESSMENT   INVENTORY 

What  Is  My  Performance  Now  ?  What  Would  I  Like  It  To  Be  ? 


ALWAYS 


HALF 
THE  TIME 


NOW 
AND  THEN 


Am  I: 

Faithful? 

Clean? 

Happy? 

Patient? 

Loving? 

Reverent? 

Likable? 

Helpful? 

Dependable? 

Respectful? 

Kind? 

Thoughtful? 

Sharing? 

Friendly? 

Courageous? 

Obedient? 

Forgiving? 


ALWAYS 


HALF 
THE  TIME 


NOW 
AND  THEN 
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In  today's  commercial  world,  it  is  a  challenge 
for  a  teacher  to  spell  out  for  little  ones  .  .  . 


The  True 

Meaning  of 

Christmas 

by  Addia  J.  Gilmore* 


On  the  Sabbath  morning  before  Christmas,  young 
children  gather  in  Sunday  School  full  of  excitement 
and  anticipation  for  the  festivities  of  the  holiday 
season.  They  are  eager  to  hear  the  story  of  this 
very  special  day.  This  experience  should  be,  for 
them,  a  glowing  highlight  of  the  Christmas  season. 

Christmas  Is  the  Birthday  of  Jesus 

Picture  the  shepherds  tending  their  flocks  by 
night  on  the  plains  of  Judea.  Suddenly,  in  the  night 
air,  the  herald  angel  speaks,  proclaiming  the  mes- 
sage the  world  has  been  waiting  for: 

.  .  .  Fear  not:  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy.  .  .  . 

For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of 
David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  (Luke 
2:10,11.) 

This  story  of  the  Babe  in  the  manger  in  Bethle- 
hem, the  visit  and  adoration  of  the  shepherds,  and 
the  love  of  Mary  and  Joseph,  is  the  story  of  the 
beginning  and  the  joy  of  Christmas. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  story  appeals  in  a  very 
special  way  to  young  children.  Christmas  is  surely 
their  festival,  for  he  whose  holy  birth  we  commemor- 
ate came  into  the  world  as  one  of  them — as  a  little 
child.  This  is  indeed  a  time  for  children  to  be  merry, 
to  experience  joy — for  it  is  the  birthday  of  Jesus. 

Children  love  birthdays.  For  their  special  day 
they  like  to  choose  and  select  the  things  they  like 

(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  December  22,  "Christinas  Is  a  Happy 
Tune  ;  for  Course  4,  lessons  of  December  15  and  22,  "The  Birth  of 
Jesus  and  "Christmas  Lesson";  for  Course  8,  lesson  of  December 
22,  'To  Give  and  To  Share,  the  True  Meaning  of  Christmas";  and 
of  special  interest  to  all  Sunday  School  teachers  of  young  children.) 

*Addie  J.  Gilmore,  a  past  member  of  the  Sunday  School  general 
board,  has  attended  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  Brig- 
f'^T^X?'^"^  University,  Utah  State  University,  and  the  University 
of  Utah.  She  served  as  vice  president  of  the  Nursery  Department 
Sf  the  Association  for  Childhood  Education  from  1959-1961,  and  of 
the  Utah  Association  for  Nursery  Education  from  1957-1959.  For 
many  years  she  was  head  teacher  at  the  U.  of  U.  nursery  school.  She 
lives  in  Mountain  View  (California)  Ward  and  is  currently  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Palo  Alto  Stake  Sunday  School  board. 
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most.  And  they  eagerly  open  gifts  from  loved  ones. 
Now,  at  Christmastime,  they  hear  about  the  gifts 
that  were  given  to  the  Baby  Jesus  in  celebration  of 
his  birth.  And  they  are  asked  what  gifts  they  can 
give  to  Jesus  this  Christmas  to  show  their  love  for 
him  and  to  help  celebrate  his  birthday  in  the  way 
he  would  like  most. 

What  About  Santa  Claus? 

As  the  children  talk  about  gifts  and  Christmas, 
inevitably  they  think  of  Santa  Claus. 

"What  about  him?"  they  ask.  "Is  Santa  Claus 
real?" 

Fleeting  memories  of  her  own  childhood  experi- 
ences and  of  the  magic  of  Santa  Claus  to  a  little 
child  pass  through  the  mind  of  the  teacher.  She 
knows  that  this  is  a  precious  fantasy;  it  imparts  rich 
significance  to  the  spirit  of  Christmas  and  the  giv- 
ing of  gifts.  The  Santa  Claus  symbol  is  accepted 
and  lived  with  because  it  is  one  way  in  which  chil- 
dren and  parents  learn  more  about  love  in  the  home. 
It  provides  joyful  ways  for  the  giving  of  gifts  and 
showing  love  for  one  another.  A  well-known  Protes- 
tant minister  once  said: 

/  thank  God  for  Christmas.  Would  that  it  lasted 
all  year.  For  on  Christmas  Eve,  and  Christmas  day, 
all  the  world  is  a  better  place,  and  men  and 
women  are  more  lovable.  Love  itself  seeps  into  every 
heart,  and  miracles  happen.^ 

And  although  Santa  Claus  is  regarded  as  a  myth, 
hundreds  of  years  ago  there  actually  was  a  real  Saint 
Nicholas.  Perhaps  knowing  about  him  will  help  us 
to  accept  and  enjoy  the  purpose  and  merriment  of 
his  image. 

Bom  at  Patra,  a  province  of  Lycia  in  Asia  Minor, 
about  the  4th  century  A.D.,  Nicholas  was  the  only 
child  of  devout  and  wealthy  Christian  parents.  ^  He 
grew  up  with  an  unusual  love  for  others.  With  dedi- 
cation and  generosity  he  gave  of  his  wealth  to  the 
poor,  the  sick  and  the  needy,  and  especially  to  the 
children  and  young  people  around  him.  He  became 
widely  known  and  loved  as  "the  Good  Saint  Nicho- 
las." After  his  death  a  day  was  selected  on  which 
to  honor  and  remember  him  each  year.  Since  the  day 
was  close  to  Christmas,  the  Saint  Nicholas  story 
evolved  through  the  ages  into  the  tradition  of  the 
modem  Santa  Claus  and  his  association  with  gift- 
giving  and  Christmas  festivities. 

So,  to  the  children's  question,  "Is  there  a  Santa 
Claus?"  the  teacher  responds  by  asking,  "Do  you 
believe  there  is  a  Santa  Claus?" 

"Yes,  oh  yes!"  the  children  answer  happily. 

iPeter  Marshall,  Let's  Keep  Christmas,  copyright  1952,  1953,  by 
Catherine  Marshall;  McGraw-Hill  Book  Company,  Inc.,  New  York, 
N.Y.  Used  by  permission. 

2See  Maymie  R.  Krythe,  All  About  Christmas;  Harper  &  Broth- 
ers, New  York,  N.Y.,  1954;  pages  24-35. 
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ADORATION  OF  THE  SHEPHERDS,  BY  W.  E. 

(Courtesy  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society.) 
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Phoio  by  Camera  Clix. 


With  a  smile  the  teacher  replies,  "Then  for  you 
there  is  a  Santa  Claus.  Giving  gifts  at  Christmas- 
time helps  us  to  remember  the  greatest  Christmas 
gift  of  all — the  Baby  Jesus — who  was  sent  to  show 
us  how  to  live  happily  and  to  make  it  possible  for 
each  of  us  to  go  back  and  live  with  our  Heavenly 
Father  after  we  die. 

The  Spiritual  Part  of  Christmas 

"Now,  on  Jesus'  birthday  what  are  some  of  the 
gifts  we  can  give  to  him  that  he  will  especially  like? 
How  can  we  make  him  happiest?" 

The  teacher  helps  the  children  to  see  that  the 
greatest  gift  they  can  give  Jesus  is  obedience  to 
his  teachings,  doing  the  things  he  has  asked  them 
to  do:  love  one  another,  show  kindness,  and  make 
others  happy. 


Then,  with  appropriate  pictures,  songs,  and 
poems,  she  redirects  the  children's  interest  to  the 
story  of  the  first  Christmas.  Small  hands  help  ar- 
range the  manger,  the  stable,  and  the  figures  of  the 
holy  family.  Nothing  overshadows  or  transcends  the 
exquisite  story  of  the  birth  of  the  Savior.  For  these 
children,  it  becomes  the  most  important  and  the 
most  beautiful  part  of  the  Christmas  season. 
President  David  0.  McKay  has  said: 
Therefore,  let  your  gifts  to  one  another  carry 
with  them  a  reminder  of  the  Father's  gift  of  his 
Only  Begotten  Son,  who  in  turn  gave  to  all  the  gift 
of  the  gospel.  Let  the  pleasures  of  the  season  be 
subordinate  to  the  true  spiritual  meaning  of  this 
greatest  of  all  festivities — the  birth  of  Our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  ChristJ 


^"Christ  Is  the  True  Light  of  Men's   Lives,"   by  President  David 
O.   McKay;   The  Instructor,  December,   1964;   page   462. 
Library  File  Reference :  CHRISTMAS. 
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Forty-sixth  in  a  Series  To  Support  the  Family  Home  Evening  Program 

FOR  EVERYONE 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


Hearken,  O  ye  people  of  my  church,  saith  the 
voice  of  him  who  dwells  on  high,  and  whose  eyes  are 
upon  all  men  .  .  .  For  verily  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
is  unto  all  m,en.  .  .  .  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  1: 
1,  2.) 

Sometimes  we  forget  that  each  person  is  a  child 
of  our  Heavenly  Father.  All  people — my  mate,  my 
children,  and  men  and  women  everywhere — are  my 
brothers  and  sisters.  It  is  important  that  each  of 
them  have  opportunity  to  experience  the  growth, 
blessings,  salvation,  exaltation,  and  joy  intended  for 
him  by  our  Divine  Creator. 

But  in  this  world  such  an  opportunity  is  denied 
to  many  individuals. 

CIPHER   IN  THE   SNOW^ 

It  started  with  tragedy  on  a  biting  cold  Febru- 
ary morning.  I  was  driving  behind  the  Milford  Cor- 
ners bus  as  I  did  most  snowy  mornings  on  my  way 
to  school.  It  veered  and  stopped  short  at  the  hotel, 
which  it  had  no  business  doing,  and  I  was  annoyed 
as  I  had  to  come  to  an  unexpected  stop.  A  boy 
lurched  out  of  the  bus,  reeled,  stumbled,  and  col- 
lapsed on  the  snowbank  at  the  curb.  The  bus  driver 
and  I  reached  him  at  the  same  moment.  His  thin, 
hollow  face  was  white,  even  against  the  snow. 

"He's  dead,"  the  driver  whispered. 

It  didn't  register  for  a  minute.  I  glanced  quickly 
at  the  scared  young  faces  staring  down  at  us  from 
the  school  bus.  "A  doctor!  Quick!  I'll  phone  from 
the  hotel.  .  .  ." 

"No  us^.  I  tell  you  he's  dead."  The  driver  looked 
down  at  the  boy's  still  form.  "He  never  even  said 
he  felt  bad,"  he  muttered,  "just  tapped  me  on  the 
shoulder  and  said,  real  quiet,  'I'm  sorry.  I  have  to 
get  off  at  the  hotel.'  That's  all.  PoHte  and  apologiz- 
ing like." 

At  school,  the  giggling,  shuffling  morning  noise 
quieted  as  the  news  went  down  the  halls.  I  passed 
a  huddle  of  girls.  "Who  was  it?  Who  dropped  dead 

(For  Course  12,  lesson  of  October  6,  "A  Leader  Loves  His  Fellow- 
men";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  January  5,  "The  Worth  of  the  In- 
dividual"; for  Course  26,  lesson  of  November  24,  "Putting  Our  Good 
Will  To  Work";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  December  15,  "The  Worth 
of  Souls";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  12;  and  of  general 
interest.) 

^"Cipher  in  the  Snow,"  by  Jean  E.  Mizer,  National  Education 
Association  Journal,  Vol.  53,  November,  1964;  pages  8-10.  This  story 
was  chosen  for  the  $1,000  first  prize  in  the  Teachers'  Writing  Con- 
test for  1964.  The  story  is  true,  but  the  names  of  the  characters  and 
the  location  have  been  changed.  Used  by  permission. 


on  the  way  to  school?"  I  heard  one  of  them  half 
whisper. 

"Don't  know  his  name;  some  kid  from  Milford 
Comers,"  was  the  reply. 

"I  Didn't  Know  the  Boy" 

It  was  like  that  in  the  faculty  room  and  the  prin- 
cipal's office.  "I'd  appreciate  your  going  out  to  tell 
the  parents,"  the  principal  told  me.  "They  haven't 
a  phone  and,  anyway,  somebody  from  school  should 
go  there  in  person.  I'll  cover  your  classes." 

"Why  me?"  I  asked.  "Wouldn't  it  be  better  if 
you  did  it?" 

"I  didn't  know  the  boy,"  the  principal  admitted 
levelly.  "And  in  last  year's  sophomore  personalities 
column  I  note  that  you  were  listed  as  his  favorite 
teacher." 

I  drove  through  the  snow  and  cold  down  the  bad 
canyon  road  to  the  Evans  place  and  thought  about 
the  boy,  Cliff  Evans.  His  favorite  teacher!  I  thought. 
He  hasn't  spoken  two  words  to  me  in  two  years!  I 
could  see  him  in  my  mind's  eye  all  right,  sitting 
back  there  in  the  last  seat  in  my  afternoon  litera- 
ture class.  He  came  in  the  room  by  himself  and  left 
by  himself.  "Cliff  Evans,"  I  muttered  to  myself, 
"a  boy  who  never  talked."  I  thought  a  minute.  "A 
boy  who  never  smiled.    I  never  saw  him  smile  once." 

The  big  ranch  kitchen  was  clean  and  warm.  I 
blurted  out  my  news  somehow.  Mrs.  Evans  reached 
blindly  toward  a  chair.  "He  never  said  anything 
about  bein'  ailing." 

His  stepfather  snorted.  "He  ain't  said  nothin' 
about  anything  since  I  moved  in  here." 

Mrs.  Evans  pushed  a  pan  to  the  back  of  the 
stove  and  began  to  untie  her  apron.  "Now  hold  on," 
her  husband  snapped.  "I've  got  to  have  breakfast 
before  I  go  to  town.  Nothin'  we  can  do  now  anyway. 
If  Cliff  hadn't  been  so  dumb,  he'd  have  told  us  he 
didn't  feel  good." 

"YouVe  A  Nobody" 

After  school  I  sat  in  the  office  and  stared  bleak- 
ly at  the  records  spread  out  before  me.  I  was  to 
close  the  file  and  write  the  obituary  for  the  school 
paper.  The  almost  bare  sheets  mocked  the  effort. 
Cliff  Evans,  white,  never  legally  adopted  by  step- 
father, five  young  half-brothers  and  sistei^.    These 
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meager  strands  of  information  and  the  list  of  D 
grades  were  all  the  records  had  to  offer. 

Cliff  Evans  had  silently  come  in  the  school  door 
in  the  mornings  and  gone  out  the  school  door  in 
the  evenings,  and  that  was  all.  He  had  never  be- 
longed to  a  club.  He  had  never  played  on  a  team. 
He  had  never  held  an  office.  As  far  as  I  could  tell, 
he  had  never  done  one  happy,  noisy  kid  thing.  He 
had  never  been  anybody  at  all. 

How  do  you  go  about  making  a  boy  into  a  zero? 
The  grade  school  records  showed  me.  The  first  and 
second  grade  teachers'  annotations  read,  "sweet, 
shy  child";  "timid  but  eager."  Then  the  third  grade 
note  had  opened  the  attack.  Some  teacher  had  writ- 
ten in  a  good,  firm  hand,  "Cliff  won't  talk.  Unco- 
operative. Slow  learner."  The  other  academic  sheep 
had  followed  with  "dull";  "slow-witted";  "low  I.Q." 
They  became  correct.  The  boy's  I.Q.  score  in  the 
ninth  grade  was  listed  at  83.  But  his  I.Q.  in  the  third 
grade  had  been  106.  The  score  didn't  go  under  100 
until  the  seventh  grade.  Even  shy,  timid,  sweet 
children  have  resilience.  It  takes  time  to  break  them. 

I  stomped  to  the  typewriter  and  wrote  a  savage 
report  pointing  out  what  education  had  done  to 
Cliff  Evans.  I  slapped  a  copy  on  the  principal's  desk 

Every  individual  should  be  accepted  in  his  own  right,  with 
opportunities  to  grow,  to  progress,  and  to  experience  joy. 

Luoma  Photo. 


and  another  in  the  sad,  dog-eared  file.  I  crashed  the 
door  shut,  but  I  didn't  feel  much  better.  A  little 
boy  kept  walking  after  me,  a  little  boy  with  a  peak- 
ed, pale  face;  a  skinny  boy  in  faded  jeans;  and  big 
eyes  that  had  looked  and  searched  for  a  long  time 
and  then  became  veiled. 

I  could  guess  how  many  times  he'd  been  chosen 
last  to  play  sides  in  a  game,  how  many  whispered 
child  conversations  had  excluded  him,  how  many 
times  he  hadn't  been  asked.  I  could  see  and  hear 
the  faces  and  voices  that  said  over  and  over,  "You're 
dumb.  You're  dumb.  You're  a  nothing,  Cliff  Evans." 

A  Resolve  and  a  Challenge 

A  child  is  a  believing  creature.  Cliff  undoubtedly 
believed  them.  Suddenly  it  seemed  clear  to  me: 
When  finally  there  was  nothing  left  at  all  for  Cliff 
Evans,  he  collapsed  on  a  snowbank  and  went  away. 
The  doctor  might  list  "heart  failure"  as  the  cause 
of  death,  but  that  wouldn't  change  my  mind. 

We  couldn't  find  ten  students  in  the  school  who 
had  known  Cliff  well  enough  to  attend  the  funeral  as 
his  friends.  So  the  student  body  officers  and  a  com- 
mittee from  the  junior  class  went  as  a  group  to  the 
church,  being  politely  sad.  I  attended  the  services 
with  them,  and  sat  through  it  with  a  lump  of  cold 
lead  in  my  chest  and  a  big  resolve  growing  through 
me. 

I've  never  forgotten  CHff  Evans  nor  that  resolve. 
He  has  been  my  challenge  year  after  year,  class  after 
class.  I  look  up  and  down  the  rows  carefully  each 
September  at  the  unfamiliar  faces.  I  look  for  veiled 
eyes  or  bodies  scrounged  into  a  seat  in  an  alien 
world.  "Look,  kids,"  I  say  silently,  "I  may  not  do 
anything  else  for  you  this  year,  but  not  one  of  you 
is  going  to  come  out  of  here  a  nobody.  I'll  work 
or  fight  to  the  bitter  end,  doing  battle  with  society 
and  the  school  board,  but  I  won't  have  one  of  you 
coming  out  of  here  thinking  himself  into  a  zero." 

Most  of  the  time — not  always,  but  most  of  the 
time — I've  succeeded. 

GIVE   EACH   PERSON   HIS   RIGHTS 

How  does  this  principle  of  giving  each  person 
his  rightful  opportunities  have  application  in  our 
lives?    Let  us  consider  some  possible  ways: 

Comparisons.  If  I  am  a  parent,  do  I  remember 
that  although  all  children  are  alike  in  many  ways, 
each  child  has  distinctive  characteristics?  Recently 
a  student  told  me  that  his  parents  were  constantly 
reminding  him  of  the  brilliant  achievements  of  his 
older  brother,  who  is  a  national  authority  in  the 
field  of  chemistry.  This  younger  son  doesn't  have 
the  same  gifts  as  his  older  brother,  but  he  has  other 
potentials.    His  parents  would  do  this  son  a  great 

(Concluded  on  page  395.) 
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"It's  up  to  you!"  the  author  tells  12-year-olds  pre- 
paring for  leadership  in  a  rapidly  growing  Church. 


Through  faithful  service  youthful  Joel  Halt  (center)  became 
district  president  in  Isles-Sous-Le-Vent  (Leewards),  Tahiti. 
Counselors,  Teihotaata  Hapairai  (I.)  and  Imiura  Teriipaia. 


ff 


HERE  AM  I; 

SEND  ME" 


-ISAIAH  6:8. 

by  Thomas  R.  Stone* 

"Here  am  I;  send  me."  These  were  the  words 
spoken  by  the  youthful  Isaiah^  as  he  volunteered 
for  important  leadership  responsibilities.  Time  after 
time  the  Lord  has  selected  young  men  to  lead. 
Mormon  was  chosen  as  general  of  the  Nephite  troops 
when  he  was  only  16  years  old.  Joseph  Smith  re- 
ceived his  first  vision  when  he  was  a  lad  of  14. 

The  Church  is  growing  rapidly.  While  we  pres- 
ently have  some  2,614,000  members,^  the  First  Pres- 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  Octeber  20,  "Missionaries  Teach  the 
Gospel";  for  Course  12,  lesson  of  November  3,  "A  Leader  Accepts 
Responsibility";  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  October  20,  "Restoration"; 
and  of  general  interest.) 

^See  Madeleine  S.  and  J.  Lane  Miller,  Harper's  BibW  Dictionary, 
7th  edition;  Harper  &  Row,  Publishers,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1961;  page 
285.  It  is  estimated  that  Isaiah  was  born  between  770-760  B.C.  in 
the  Southern  Kingdom  of  Judah  and  grew  up  in  Jerusalem.  Ac-' 
cording  to  Isaiah  6:1,  he  received  his  prophetic  call  "in  the  year 
that  king  Uzziah  died,"  742  B.C.  This  would  mean  he  was  between 
18  and  28  years  old  when  he  "heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  saying, 
Whom  shall  I  send.  .  .  ?"  and  answered,  "Here  am  I;  send  me." 
(Isaiah  6:8.) 


idency  anticipates  a  total  membership  of  more  than 
7,000,000  by  1985  and  10,000,000  by  the  year  2,000.^ 
Therefore,  the  Lord  will  urgently  need  prepared 
leaders  .  .  .  literally  thousands  of  new  bishops,  Pri- 
mary presidents,  missionaries,  teachers,  stake  presi- 
dents, etc. — those  who  can  say,  "Here  am  I;  send 
me,"  and  capably  magnify  any  assignment. 

A  few  years  ago  you  were  baptized  into  our 
Heavenly  Father's  true  Church.  Now,  at  the  age  of 
12,  you  have  completed  your  Primary  training  and 
are  beginning  the  exciting  years  of  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood, Scouting,  seminary,  MIA,  and  preparing  for 
courtship  and  missions.  These  are  your  preparatory 
years,  when  you  will  select  close  friends  -and  develop 
your  personality  and  personal  habits.  It  is  impera- 
tive to  use  your  free  agency  wisely,  to  be  selective 
in  all  that  you  see,  read,  and  do.  It  is  physically 
impossible  to  read  every  magazine  and  book,  or  see 
every  movie  and  television  program.  Of  necessity,  we 
must  he  selective.  Elder  Richard  L.  Evans  tells  us: 

There  is  this  to  remember  about  memory:  It  is 
easier  to  make  memories  than  to  unmake  them.  It 
is  easier  to  remember  than  to  forget.  Indeed,  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  be  sure  we  have  forgotten — 
anything.  And  since  memory  remains,  we  would  do 
well  to  look  at  what  we  choose  to  make  our  mem- 
ories.^ 

Therefore,  you  must  choose  wisely  and  create  posi- 
tive, happy  memories  and  uplifting  thoughts  that 
will  enhance  your  leadership  potential. 

There  was  a  French-Polynesian  boy  from  Tahiti 
named  Joel,  who  also  became  an  effective  leader  in 
his  youth.  He  was  converted  to  the  Church  at  12 
years  of  age,  and  earnestly  desired  to  become  a  part 
of  the  missionary  program.  He  would  even  stow 
away  on  a  copra  schooner  headed  for' the  outer  is- 
lands with  the  missionaries,  just  to  be  associated 
with  their  important  work.  For  six  years  Joel  served 
faithfully  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  added  the  Eng- 
lish language  to  his  already  fluent  French  and 
Tahitian,  and  stayed  close  to  his  Heavenly  Father 
by  choosing  his  friends  wisely  and  making  happy 
memories.  Consequently,  at  the  age  of  18  he  had 
developed    tremendous    leadership    ability.    Special 


*  Thomas  R.  Stone  is  director  of  administration  for  the  Artists' 
&  Repertoire  and  the  Creative  Services  Division  of  Capitol  Records. 
Born  in  Berkeley,  California,  he  organized  and  conducted  a  dance 
band  while  in  high  school;  and  he  briefly  attended  the  University  of 
California  before  leaving  to  serve  in  the  Tahitian  Mission  (1955-57). 
When  he  received  his  B.A.  in  1959,  he  was  president  of  Brigham 
Young  University  studentbody  and  the  Pacific  Studentbody 
Presidents'  Association.  After  taking  an  MBA  at  Harvard  Graduate 
School  of  Business  Administration  in  1961,  he  became  executive 
assistant  to  the  vice  president  of  Columbia  Pictures  Corp.  In  1963 
he  left  this  post  to  return  to  Tahiti  as  president  of  the  French 
Polynesian  Mission;  he  took  his  present  position  on  his  release  in 
1966,  He  and  his  wife,  Diane  Stevenson,  are  members  of  Glendale 
West  Ward.  Glendale  (California)  Stake,  where  he  is  a  high  counci- 
lor.  They  have  four  children. 

^"Statistical  Record,"  The  Church  News,  April  13,   1968;   page  15. 

3"The  Church  Faces  the  Future,"  The  Church  News,  October  21, 
1967;  page  10. 

*"The  Spoken  Word,"  by  Richard  L.  Evans,  The  Improvement 
Era,  February,  1954;  page  74. 
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pennission  was  requested  from  the  First  Presidency 
to  ordain  him  an  elder  and  call  him  on  a  mission 
to  serve  among  his  own  people.  In  a  few  short 
months  he  was  assigned  as  district  president  of  the 
Iles-Sous-Le-Vent  (Leewards)  District,  covering  10 
branches  with  over  800  members,  located  on  five 
different  islands.  Joel  had  acquired  a  mature  sen- 
sitivity that  helped  him  see  what  needed  to  be  done, 
and  he  had  developed  the  initiative  to  do  things  with- 
out always  being  told  what  to  do.  How  his  family 
rejoiced  in  his  personal  contribution  to  the  Lord's 
work  in  the  South  Pacific! 

What  will  be  your  individual  contribution  to 
your  family,  your  mission,  your  Heavenly  Father, 
and  to  yourself?  It  is  up  to  each  of  you.  You  have 
the  tools  and  the  potential;  however,  these  tools  are 
of  no  value  unless  you  use  them  .  .  .  unless  you  put 
these  concepts  and  principles  to  work  now  in  your 
daily  lives. 

As  you  prepare  for  future  leadership  responsibili- 
ties, remember  the  following  comment  made  by  Carl 
Schurz  at  an  address  in  Faneuil  Hall  in  Boston  on 
April  19,  1859: 


Ideals  are  like  stars;  you  may  not  succeed  in 
touching  them  with  your  hands,  but,  like  the  sea- 
faring man  on  the  desert  of  waters,  you  choose  them 
as  your  guides,  and  follow  them  until  you  reach  your 
destiny. 

You  have  chosen  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
your  ideal;  now  you  must  follow  its  teachings  "until 
you  reach  your  destiny" — regardless  of  the  profes- 
sion you  choose. 

I  will  personally  be  eternally  grateful  for  the 
leadership  opportunities  that  I  experienced  as  a 
Scout,  in  Aaronic  Priesthood  presidencies,  at  school, 
in  athletics,  and  in  music — all  of  which  helped  to 
prepare  me  for  subsequent  leadership  assignments. 
Now  is  the  perfect  time  for  you  to  prepare  for  fu- 
ture leadership  responsibilities — by  going  from  one 
small  degree  to  another,  and  from  a  small  capacity 
to  a  greater  one.  May  we  all  remember  the  im- 
usual  example  of  Joel,  the  French-Polynesian  boy 
whose  preparation  and  happy  memories  strength- 
ened him  in  his  assignments — ^that  we  too  might  be 
able  to  say,  "Here  am  I;  send  me." 

Library  File  Reference:  LEADERSHIP. 


FOR  EVERYONE     (Concluded  from  page  393.) 

service  were  they  to  help  him  find  and  fulfill  these 
potentials  and  then  give  him  acceptance  in  his  own 
right,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  he  ever  became 
famous.  Shouldn't  a  person  have  status  from  trying 
to  do  the  best  he  can  with  his  abilities? 

General  Acceptance  as  a  Divine  Person.  In  the 
world,  individuals  are  often  accorded  acceptance  or 
denied  it  depending  upon  the  position  or  positions 
they  hold. 

One  time  I  went  with  a  friend  in  his  car  to  at- 
tend a  meeting.  After  the  meeting,  he  told  me  he  had 
to  deliver  an  envelope  to  a  well-known  individual  in 
the  Church.  "It'll  only  take  a  moment  for  me  to 
hand  him  the  envelope.  Do  you  mind  waiting?" 

"Of  course  not,"  I  replied. 

It  was  a  cold  winter  night,  and  he  took  the  keys 
to  the  car  with  him  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  start 
the  engine  and  receive  the  warmth  of  the  heater. 

Five  minutes  went  by,  then  a  half -hour,  an  hour, 
and  finally  an  hour  and  a  half. 

When  he  returned,  he  said:  "Well,  now  we  can 
go." 

I  had  known  him  a  long  time  and  we  were  good 
friends,  so  I  felt  free  to  comment: 

"Please  don't  misunderstand,"  I  said,  "but  I 
want  to  ask  you  a  question.  It  involves  a  principle 


that  is  important  to  me." 

"Surely,"  he  said.  "What  is  the  question?" 
"Supposing,"  I  replied,  "that  an  important  offi- 
cial of  the  Church  had  been  waiting  in  the  car  while 
you  delivered  that  envelope.  Would  you  have  left 
him  sitting  here  for  an  hour  and  a  half?" 

Every  soul  is  important  to  our  Heavenly  Father. 
The  Savior  said: 

Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for  a  farthing?  and 
one  of  them  shall  not  fall  on  the  ground  without 
your  Father.  .  .  .  Fear  ye  not  therefore,  ye  are  of 
more  value  than  many  sparrows.  (Matthew  10:29, 
31.) 

Or  again: 

How  think  ye?  if  a  man  have  an  hundred  sheep, 
and  one  of  them  be  gone  astray,  doth  he  not  leave 
the  ninety  and  nine,  and  goeth  into  the  mountains, 
and  seeketh  that  which  is  gone  astray?  Even  so  it  is 
not  the  will  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  that 
one  of  these  little  ones  should  perish.  (Matthew  18: 
12,14.) 

His  concern,  his  blessings,  his  love,  are  available 
for  everyone. 

Library  Pile  Reference:  CHARITY. 
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MODERN 
SCRIPTURE 

The  Doctrine 
axid  Covenants' 

by  T.  Edgar  Lyon 


Of  all  the  volumes  of  scripture  possessed  by  the 
latter-day  Church,  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  is 
the  only  one  that  rightly  deserves  the  appellation 
"modern  scripture."  It  is  true  that  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  the  Book  of  Moses,  and  the  Book  of  Abra- 
ham are  modem  in  the  sense  of  their  recovery,  but 
they  deal  with  remote  periods  of  the  past,  parallel- 
ing much  of  the  Old  Testament.  The  Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  however,  is  modem  in  its  origin  as  well 
as  in  its  message.  It  is  the  basic  scripture  of  this 
restoration  dispensation. 

The  Bible,  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  Book  of 
Moses,  and  the  Book  of  Abraham  are  all  valuable 
volumes;  yet  standing  by  themselves  none  of  them 
could  function  as  complete  guides  for  gospel  under- 
standing. No  person  unacquainted  with  the  teach- 
ings found  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  could 
gain  more  than  a  general  concept  of  many  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  Church  from  all  four  of  these  scrip- 
tural books.  For  example,  such  subjects  as  priest- 
hood, its  power,  organization  and  functional  juris- 
dictions; baptism  for  the  dead;  the  nature  and  pur- 
pose of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper;  the 
Word  of  Wisdom  as  the  Lord's  law  of  health;  the 
obligation  of  each  person  in  the  Church  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  his  neighbors;  the  gradations  of  glory 
in  the  post-mortal  world;  the  religious  necessity  for 
one  to  improve  his  mind  through  study  and  faith; 
the  doctrine  of  the  eternity  of  the  marriage  cove- 
nant; the  doctrine  of  eternal  progression — all  have 
their  fullest  explanation  in  the  revelations  of  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants.  With  the  knowledge  gained 
from  these  latter-day  revelations,  a  member  of  the 
Church  is  able  to  study  the  other  volumes  of  scrip- 
ture and  literally  "read  between  the  lines"  meanings 
that  would  be  hidden  from  a  reader  who  had  not 
been  so  instructed.  The  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
has  thus  served  a  twofold  purpose:  to  reveal  God's 


(For  Course  16,  lesson  of  January  19,  "Other  Scriptures";  for 
the  general  use  of  Course  28  and  the  lesson  of  December  29,  "What 
To  Preach";  also  of  general  interest.) 

•Beprinted  from  The  Instructor,  June,  1952,  page  171. 


word  and  will  to  the  people  of  this  dispensation,  and 
to  act  as  a  key  to  unlock  teachings  but  vaguely  or 
incompletely  recorded  in  our  other  scriptural  vol- 
umes. Of  all  books  of  scripture,  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  is  the  one  with  which  Latter-day  Saints 
should  seek  most  to  familiarize  themselves. 

The  following  selected  list  of  sections  may  prove 
helpful  as  an  introduction  to  anyone  who  desires 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  message  and  spirit 
of  this  volume  of  modern  scripture: 

1.  Section  L  This  is  the  "Lord's  Preface"  to  the 
book,  stating  why  the  revelations  were  given  and 
indicating  the  responsibility  that  Christ  has  placed 
upon  those  who  are  members  of  his  Church. 

2.  Section  4,  This  section  was  given  to  the  father 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  calling  him  to  do  mis- 
sionary work.  It  lists  the  qualities  and  character- 
istics that  ought  to  be  possessed  by  a  missionary. 
It  has  served  as  a  source  of  inspiration  for  many 
who  have  been  called  into  the  ministry  of  the  Church 
in  this  dispensation. 

3.  Section  13.  This  short  section  contains  the 
empowering  act  for  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 

4.  Section  20.  At  the  time  the  Church  was  of- 
ficially incorporated,  it  had  no  tracts,  booklets, 
Articles  of  Faith,  or  other  statements  of  its  basic 
beliefs  and  practices.  This  section  is  the  first  offi- 
cial declaration  of  the  Church's  power,  authority, 
doctrine,  and  jurisdiction.  Well  might  it  be  called 
the  "Constitution  of  the  Church." 

5.  Section  25.  This  section  has  done  much  to 
place  women  in  positions  of  leadership  in  the  Church 
and  to  make  the  Latter-day  Saints  a  "singing 
people." 

6.  Section  42.  Supplementing  Section  20,  this 
gives  many  of  the  forms,  ceremonies,  disciplines,  and 
practices  of  the  Church. 

7.  Section  76.  Commonly  known  as  "The  Vision 
of  the  Three  Degrees  of  Glory,"  this  section  in  real- 
ity mentions  seven  separate  visions,  six  of  which  are 
described  in  general  terms,  and  the  seventh  only 
mentioned. 

8.  Section  87.  This  is  commonly  known  as  "The 
Civil  War  Prophecy."  This  title,  however,  is  not 
entirely  accurate.  Although  it  predicts  that  war,  it 
also  mentions  that  the  Civil  War  is  but  the  begin- 
ning of  a  long  series  of  wars  that  are  to  afflict  the 
human  family. 

9.  Section  88.  This  is  one  of  the  longest  and  also 
one  of  the  greatest  sections  of  the  book.  It  caUs  into 
being  the  "School  of  the  Prophets"  and  sets  the 
educational  pattern  that  the  Church  has  followed 
throughout  its  existence.  The  greater  percentage  of 
our  people  who  attend  high  school  and  college  in 
comparison  with  the  country  as  a  whole  is  the  re- 

(Concluded  on  page  398.) 
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MAN'S  RIGHT 
TO  REVELATION 


by  William  E.  Berrett* 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  founded  upon  the 
truth  that  God  is  a  person  with  whom  man  can  commune,  and  from 
whom  he  may  receive  knowledge  and  instruction.  This  truth  is  mani- 
fest in  all  scripture.  Although  the  nature  of  God  is  fundamental  to 
the  very  principle  of  revelation,  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  discuss  this  here, 
but  rather  to   define  briefly  the  part  man  plays  in  all   revelation. 


1.  Revelation  comes  as  a  response  to  prayer. 

Jesus  the  Christ  stated  this  fundamental  when 
he  instructed  the  Twelve  "Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given 
you;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find;  knock,  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you."   (Luke  11:9.) 

2.  Revelation  requires  the  recipient  to  study  and 
ponder,  as  well  as  to  pray. 

Oliver  Cowdery  was  at  one  time  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  translate  from  an  ancient  document.  His 
failure  brought  an  explanation  from  God  in  response 
to  Joseph  Smith's  prayer  on  the  matter: 

Behold,  you  have  not  understood;  you  have  sup- 
posed that  I  would  give  it  unto  you,  when  you  took 
no  thought  save  it  was  to  ask  me. 

But,  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  you  must  study 
it  out  in  your  mind;  then  you  must  ask  me  if  it  be 
right,  and  if  it  is  right  I  will  cause  that  your  bosom 
shall  burn  within  you;  therefore,  you  shall  feel  that 
it  is  right.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  9:7,  8.) 

The  same  requirement  of  study  is  shown  in  the 
oft-quoted  formula  for  revelation  concerning  the 
truth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon: 

"Behold,  I  would  exhort  you  that  when  ye  shall 
read  these  things  .  .  .  ponder  it  in  your  hearts";  then 
comes  the  admonition  to  pray  and  the  promise,  "He 
will  manifest  the  truth  of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost."  (Moroni  10:3,  4.) 

Man  should  not  wait  until  God  has  spoken  be- 
fore doing  good  works,  nor  should  he  expect  revela- 
tion from  God  in  all  things: 

For  behold,  it  is  not  meet  that  I  should  com- 


mand in  all  things;  for  he  that  is  compelled  in  all 
things,  the  same  is  a  slothful  and  not  a  wise  servant; 
wherefore  he  receiveth  no  reward. 

Verily  I  say,  men  should  be  anxiously  engaged 
in  a  good  cause,  and  do  many  things  of  their  own 
free  will,  and  bring  to  pass  much  righteousness; 

For  the  power  is  in  them,  wherein  they  are  agents 
unto  themselves.  And  inasmuch  as  men  do  good  they 
shall  in  nowise  lose  their  reward.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  58:26-28.) 

3.    The  preparation  of  a  man  determines  in  large 
measure  the  response  he  can  and  will  receive. 

A  man  can  understand  only  on  the  basis  of  his 
experience.  It  is  impossible  for  a  father  to  teach  his 
three-year-old  the  principles  of  calculus  or  the  intri- 
cacies of  television.  The  child's  experience  has  been 
too  limited  to  comprehend.  This  same  factor  Umits 
what  God  can  communicate  to  his  children.  Man's 
potential  for  development  also  becomes  a  factor  in 
God's  concern  as  to  when  revelation  will  do  man  the 
most  good.  To  deprive  man  of  the  task  of  search  and 
the  joy  of  discovery  might  well  retard  his  growth 
as  a  person.   In  the  words  of  Brigham  Young: 

.  .  .  I  do  not  .  .  .  believe  that  there  is  a  single 
revelation,  among  the  many  that  the  Lord  has  given 
to  the  Church,  that  is  perfect  in  all  its  fulness.  .  .  . 

The  laws  that  the  Lord  has  given  us  are  not 
fully  perfect,  because  the  people  could  not  receive 
them  in  their  perfect  fulness;  but  they  can  receive 
a  little  here  and  a  little  there,  a  little  today  and  a 
little  tomorrow,  a  little  more  next  week,  and  a  little 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 


(For  Course  8,  lesson  of  October  27,  "How  Does  the  Holy  Ghost 
Help  Us?";  for  Course  16,  lessons  of  December  8  and  29,  "Revelation 
Is  Continuous"  and  "Man's  Part  in  Revelation";  for  Course  26,  les- 
sons of  October  20  and  November  10,  "What  Difference  Can  Prayer 
Make?"  and  "Draw  Near  Unto  Me";  for  Course  30,  lesson  of  Decem- 
ber 1,  "Mission  of  the  Holy  Ghost";  to  support  family  home  eve- 
ning lessons  8  and  10;    and  of  general  interest.) 


♦William  E.  Berrett,  teacher,  writer,  lawyer,  and  former  vice 
president  of  Brigham  Young  University,  currently  serves  as  ad- 
ministrator of  Church  Seminaries  and  Institutes  of  Religion.  He  has 
twice  been  a  member  of  the  Sunday  School  general  board;  from 
1937-1945  and  from  1947-1954.  Among  his  writings  are  Teachings  of 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  (1954)  and  Readings  in  Church  His- 
tory (1952),  both  of  which  are  used  as  texts  in  Church  schools. 
He  and  his  wife,  Eleanor  Callister,  are  members  of  the  Edgemont 
Fourth  Ward,  East  Sharon    (Utah)    Stake;   they  have  four  children. 
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more  next  year,  if  they  make  a  wise  improvement 
upon  every  little  they  receive;  if  they  do  not,  they 
are  left  in  the  shade.  .  .  .  Hence,  if  we  wish  to  act 
upon  the  fulness  of  .  .  .  [what]  the  Lord  designs  to 
reveal  .  .  .  we  must  improve  upon  every  little  as  it 
is  revealed  J 

4.  The  preparation  of  the  recipient  of  revelation 
limits  him  in  his  effort  to  pass  on  to  his  fellows 
the  message  or  assurance  he  has  received. 

A  man  may  be  gifted  in  poetry,  as  was  Isaiah, 
and  so  clothe  his  message  in  beautiful  words;  but 
even  so,  the  message  is  clothed  also  with  the  collo- 
quialisms of  his  time  and  illustrated  with  those 
physical  objects  with  which  he  is  familiar.  As  most 
revelation  comes  in  the  form  of  ideas  which  impinge 
upon  the  mind — what  Joseph  Smith  defines  as  "in- 
spiration"— the  recipient  is  left  to  clothe  the  idea 
in  his  own  words,  if  he  wishes  to  preserve  it  or  pass 
it  on  to  his  contemporaries.  In  every  case  the  revela- 
tion thus  partakes  of  the  human  as  well  as  the  di- 
vine. For  transmitting  the  word  of  God  each  prophet 
has  a  style  of  his  own  that  is  easily  distinguishable 
to  the  literary  critic. 

The  student  who  studies  revelations  contained 
in  the  scriptures  or  listens  to  a  revelation  delivered 
by  a  latter-day  prophet  is  limited  in  his  understand- 
ing by  his  own  lack  of  preparation;  by  the  brevity 
of  the  written  or  oral  message;  by  his  lack  of  ex- 
perience in  the  culture  and  background  of  the  writ- 
er; and  often  by  the  intermingling  of  the  divine  mes- 
sage with  human  observations  and  comments.  Some 
prophets  were  as  careful  as  Paul,  who,  in  writing 
letters  to  the  churches,  took  pains  to  distinguish 
between  that  which  was  of  God  and  that  which  was 
of  Paul.  Such  statements  as:  "But  I  speak  this  by 
permission,  and  not  of  commandment"  (1  Corinth- 
ians 7:6);  "But  to  the  rest  speak  I,  not  the  Lord" 
(1  Corinthians  7:12);  "Now  concerning  virgins  I 
have  no  commandment  of  the  Lord:  yet  I  give  my 


judgment ..."  (1  Corinthians  7:25) ;  occur  frequent- 
ly in  his  writings.  With  many  sacred  writings,  how- 
ever, this  is  not  so. 

5.  The  reader  is  left  to  seek  the  word  of  God  and 
its  correct  interpretation  by  appealing  to  the 
Lord  for  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

This  is  not  a  new  problem.  Peter  faced  it  in  his 
day  and  counseled  his  brethren  to  remember  that: 
".  .  .  Prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of 
man:  but  holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved 
by  the  Holy  Ghost."  (2  Peter  1:21.)  This  implies 
that  the  reader  of  the  scriptures  must  also  be 
moved  by  this  Spirit  if  he  would  receive  the  truth 
of  the  message;  for  just  as  the  Holy  Ghost  carried 
the  message  of  God  into  the  mind  of  the  prophet, 
so  also  will  the  Holy  Ghost  enlighten  the  mind  of 
the  reader  who  appeals  to  God  for  that  enlighten- 
ment. 

Joseph  Smith,  referring  to  the  effect  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  upon  Oliver  Cowdery  and  himself,  says: 

Our  minds  being  now  enlightened,  we  began  to 
have  the  scriptures  laid  open  to  our  understandings, 
and  the  true  meaning  and  intention  of  their  more 
mysterious  passages  revealed  unto  us  in  a  manner 
which  we  never  could  attain  to  previously,  nor  ever 
before  had  thought  of  J' 

This  confirmation  of  the  Spirit  to  the  reader  of 
scripture  is  fundamental  to  the  Church.  Surely  it 
is  only  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  that  leads 
Church  members  in  various  countries,  speaking 
diverse  languages,  to  the  same  correct  understanding 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ! 

The  universality  of  the  principle  of  revelation, 
demonstrated  over  and  over  again  by  all  members 
of  the  Church  who  seek  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit 
and  receive  confirmation  of  the  truth  given  by  the 
prophets,  is  the  strength  of  the  Church  and  the 
greatest  evidence  of  its  divinity. 


iJournol  of  Discourses,  Volume  II.  page  314. 


^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Volume  I,  page  43. 
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suit  of  the  stress  that  this  section  has  placed  upon 
study  as  a  necessary  preparation  for  our  missionary 
system  and  our  lay-leadership. 

10.  Section  89.  Commonly  known  as  the  "Word 
of  Wisdom,"  this  could  much  better  be  called  "The 
Lord's  Law  of  Health." 

11.  Section  93.  Anyone  attempting  to  under- 
stand the  Latter-day  Saint  philosophy  of  life  must 
study  this  section.  It  is  basic  in  interpreting  the 
eternity  of  life  as  taught  by  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith. 


12.  Section  107.  This  is  the  great  section  on 
priesthood. 

13.  Section  121.  Here  is  a  beautiful  statement 
of  the  power  and  spirit  of  the  priesthood. 

14.  Sections  130  and  131.  Within  these  two  sec- 
tions, consisting  of  extracts  from  sermons  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  are  to  be  found  many  of  the 
unique  teachings  of  the  Church — those  that  set  it 
apart  from  historic  Christianity  as  a  new  restora- 
tion of  the  ancient  gospel. 
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The  Procession 
on  the  Walls  of  Jerusalem 


BY  Hazel  W.  Lewis 

And  at  the  dedication  of  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  they  sought  .  .  .  to  keep 
the  dedication  with  gladness,  both  with  thanksgivings,  and  with  singing,  with 
cymbals,  psalteries,  and  with  harps.  —  Nehemiah  12:27. 


INTRODUCTION 

In  the  year  445  B.C.  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes  of  Persia 
was  reaching  its  midpoint.  Almost  150  years  had  passed 
since  the  conquest  of  the  kingdom  of  Judah  hy  Babylon, 
and  almost  a  century  since  the  fall  of  Babylon  herself  to 
Cyrus  of  Persia.  Darius  and  Xerxes,  the  great  kings  of  the 
Golden  Age  of  the  Persian  Empire,  were  already  a  part 
of  history.  Judah  was  now  a  Persian  province;  her  people 
scattered  throughout  the  lands  of  her  conquerors  and 
former  conquerors.  Only  a  small  remnant  of  the  poorer 
classes  among  the  Jews  had  been  left  behind  after  the 
Babylonian  captivity,  and  only  a  few  more  had  since 
been  able  to  return  to  their  once-proud  capital  of  Jeru- 
salem. 

THE  STORY 

That  year,  in  the  summer  palace  at  Shushan  (Susa  in 
Elam),  a  Jew  by  the  name  of  Nehemiah  was  serving  the 
Persian  king  in  the  important  position  of  cupbearer.  He 
was  a  favorite  of  the  king. 

One  day  a  group  of  men  arrived  at  Shushan  from 
Judah,  and  among  them  was  Nehemiah's  brother  Hanani. 
When  Nehemiah  asked  them  about  conditions  among 
the  Jews  in  Jerusalem,  they  answered: 

.  .  .  The  remnant  that  are  left  of  the  captivity  .  .  . 
are  in  great  affliction  and  reproach:  the  wall  of  Jerusalem 
also  is  broken  down,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  burned 
with  fire.  (Nehemiah  1:3.) 

And  Nehemiah  said,  ".  .  .  When  I  heard  these  words 
...  I  sat  down  and  wept,  and  mourned  certain  days,  and 
fasted,  and  prayed,"  that  God  would  have  mercy  on  the 
children  of  Israel. 

And  then  one  day  when  Nehemiah  was  serving  wine 
to  the  king,  the  emperor  noticed  his  great  sadness  and 
asked:  "Why  is  thy  countenance  sad,  seeing  thou  are  not 
sick?  this  is  nothing  else  but  sorrow  of  heart." 

And  Nehemiah  answered: 

Let  the  king  live  for  ever:  why  should  not  my  coun^ 
tenance  be  sad,  when  the  city,  the  place  of  my  fathers' 
sepulchres,  lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  con' 
sumed  with  fire? 

Then  the  king  said,  "...  For  what  dost  thou  make 
request?"  (Nehemiah  2:2-4.) 

Nehemiah  breathed  a  prayer  and  answered: 

.  .  .  If  it  please  the  king,  and  if  thy  servant  have  found 
favour  in  thy  sight,  that  thou  wouldest  send  me  unto 


Judah,  unto  the  city  of  my  fathers'  sepulchres,  that  I  may 
build  it.  (Nehemiah  2:5.) 

The  king  asked  Nehemiah  how  long  the  journey 
would  take  and  when  he  would  return. 

Nehemiah  set  a  time  for  his  return.  Then  he  asked 
the  king  for  open  letters  or  passports  to  the  governors 
beyond  the  Euphrates,  so  that  they  might  help  him  on 
his  way.  (These  governors  were  not  friendly  with  the 
Jews  in  Jerusalem,  and  would  probably  be  unhappy  that 
Nehemiah  was  coming  to  strengthen  the  lot  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel.)  The  king  agreed  to  do  this.  He  also  gave 
Nehemiah  a  letter  to  give  Asaph,  the  keeper  of  the  royal 
forest,  instructing  him  that  Nehemiah  could  take  timber 
from  the  forest  to  rebuild  the  gates  in  the  walls  of  Jerusa- 
lem. And  to  make  sure  that  Nehemiah  would  have  a  safe 
journey,  the  king  sent  captains  and  soldiers  from  his  army 
on  horseback  to  accompany  him.  Thus  did  the  Lord  hear 
the  prayers  of  his  servant  and  prepare  the  way  for  his 
safe  return  to  Jerusalem. 

After  Nehemiah  arrived  in  Jerusalem,  he  secretly  took 
a  few  soldiers  with  him  one  night  and  went  out  to  see 
for  himself  the  condition  of  the  city  walls: 

And  I  arose  in  the  night  .  .  .  neither  told  J  any  man 
what  m,y  God  had  put  in  my  heart  to  do  at  Jerusalem: 
neither  was  there  any  beast  with  me,  save  the  beast  that 
I  rode  upon."  (Nehemiah  2:12.) 

First  he  rode  close  to  the  entrance  of  the  valley  gate 
and  viewed  the  broken  walls  and  the  burned  gates  of  Je- 
rusalem. Due  to  the  rough  ground  caused  by  fallen  rocks 
and  broken  masonry,  Nehemiah  had  difRculty  riding  near 
enough  to  detect  the  location  of  the  lines  of  the  walls. 
The  cupbearer  from  Shushan  had  not  told  any  of  the 
people  of  Jerusalem  except  his  companions  why  he  had 
come  to  visit  them.  But  after  his  survey,  he  talked  to  the 
rulers,  priests,  and  nobles  in  this  wise: 

...  Ye  see  the  distress  that  we  are  in,  how  Jerusalem 
lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  burned  with  fire: 
come,  and  let  us  build  up  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  that  we 
be  no  more  a  reproach.  (Nehemiah  2:17.) 

He  further  told  those  listening  how  God  had  an- 
swered his  prayer  and  of  the  understanding  heart  of  the 
king  in  assisting  him  on  the  journey. 

.  .  .  And  they  said,  Let  us  rise  up  and  build.  So  they 
strengthened  their  hands  for  this  good  work.  (Nehemiah 
2:18.) 


(Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture.) 
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The  Procession  on  the  Walls  of  Jerusalem 

(Concluded  from  opposite  back  of  picture.) 


The  work  of  repairing  the  wall  was  divided  among 
a  number  of  working  groups.  For  example,  various  im- 
portant families  were  assigned  one  section,  the  people  of 
a  certain  town  or  village  rebuilt  another  part,  and  dif- 
ferent professional  and  trade  groups  such  as  goldsmiths, 
merchants,  and  apothecaries,  formed  another  band  of 
laborers. 

So  built  we  the  wall;  and  all  the  wall  was  joined  to- 
gether unto  the  half  thereof:  for  the  people  had  a  mind 
to  work.  (Nehemiah  4:6.) 

But  despite  the  willingness  and  industry  of  the 
builders,  Nehemiah  had  troubles.  Sanballat,  the  leader 
of  Samaria,  made  light  of  the  Jews  as  they  went  about 
their  work  of  building;  and  his  companion,  Tobiah  the 
Ammonite,  jokingly  said,  "Even  that  which  they  build, 
if  a  fox  go  up,  he  shall  even  break  down  their  stone  wall." 
(Nehemiah  4:3.) 

When  they  heard,  however,  that  the  walls  were  actu- 
ally going  up,  strong  and  well-built,  these  two  and  others 
stopped  laughing  and  conspired  to  fight  against  Jerusalem 
and  hinder  the  building  of  the  wall  with  guerilla  attacks. 
Nehemiah  had  to  arm  his  people  as  they  went  about 
their  labors: 

For  the  builders,  every  one  had  his  sword  girded  by 
his  side,  and  so  builded.  .  .  .  (Nehemiah  4:18.) 

Finally  the  wall  was  complete.  Only  the  gates  re- 
mained to  be  set  in  place.  Desperate  by  now,  Sanballat 
and  Tobiah  tried  to  get  Nehemiah  to  leave  his  work  and 
come  and  visit  them  in  one  of  the  villages,  with  the  intent 
of  killing  or  imprisoning  him.  But  even  though  they  asked 
him  four  times,  Nehemiah  refused  to  go.  At  last  they 
sent  a  letter  to  him  by  one  of  their  servants,  which  said 
that  it  had  been  reported  "that  thou  [Nehemiah]  and 
the  Jews  think  to  rebel:  for  which  cause  thou  buildest 
the  wall,  that  thou  mayest  be  their  king,  according  to 
these  words."  (Nehemiah  6:6.) 

Nehemiah  scoffed  at  this  and  replied  that  those  who 
had  "reported"  such  false  rumors  were  Sanballat  and  his 
allies  themselves.  The  wall  was  finished  with  the  gates 
firmly  in  place  in  52  days. 

At  the  dedication  of  the  wall,  the  people  wanted  to 
celebrate  "with  gladness,  both  with  thanksgivings,  and 
with  singing,  with  cymbals,  psalteries,  and  with  harps." 
(Nehemiah  12:27.)  The  sons  of  the  singers  gathered  to- 
gether from  out  of  the  plain  country  around  Jerusalem, 
from  the  village  of  Netophathi,  and  other  places.  The 
Levites  and  priests  purified  the  wall  and  gates,  the  peo- 
ple, and  themselves. 

Then  Nehemiah  formed  the  princes  of  Judah  into 
two  great  companies.  One  company,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Ezra  the  scribe,  and  accompanied  by  several  of 
the  priests*  sons  with  trumpets,  marched  out  to  give 
thanks  at  the  dung  gate,  the  fountain  gate,  and  finally 


the  water  gate,  where  they  stopped.  The  other  company, 
followed  by  Nehemiah,  paused  over  the  gate  of  Ephraim, 
the  "old  gate,"  the  fish  gate,  the  tower  of  Hananeel,  and 
the  tower  of  Meah;  they  came  to  rest  at  last  at  the  prison 
gate.  Here  they  joined  with  the  people  and  the  other 
company,  which  stood  facing  them  at  the  next  gate,  in 
songs  of  joy  and  thanksgiving. 

Also  that  day  they  offered  great  sacrifices  .  .  .  for  God 
had  made  them  rejoice  with  great  joy:  the  wives  also  and 
the  children  rejoiced:  so  that  the  joy  of  Jerusalem  was 
heard  even  afar  off.  (Nehemiah  12:43.) 

After  returning  to  Persia,  Nehemiah  received  permis- 
sion from  the  king  to  go  back  to  Jerusalem  the  second 
time  to  carry  on  reforms  and  restore  the  customs  that 
God  had  commanded  through  Moses. 

Because  of  men  like  Nehemiah  and  his  contemporary, 
Ezra  the  Scribe,  the  Jews  began  to  pay  more  attention  to 
the  word  of  God.  With  the  help  of  Ezra,  Nehemiah  went 
about  the  task  of  restoring  the  priesthood  and  temple 
services  to  their  former  procedures.  Strict  observance  of 
the  Sabbath  was  enforced,  and  intermarriage  between 
Jew  and  Gentile  was  forbidden. 

And  so  the  Jews,  after  a  century  and  a  half  of  cap- 
tivity and  dispersion,  began  to  feel  again  their  united  pur- 
pose and  identity  as  children  of  the  covenant  and  wor- 
shippers of  Jehovah. 

ABOUT  THE   PICTURE 

Nehemiah  and  the  people  had  set  out  to  do  a  task 
that  would  appall  most  of  us  today.  In  the  short  time  of 
52  days,  and  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  neighboring 
provinces,  the  work  was  accomplished.  It  was  indeed  a 
task  unequalled  in  ancient  times. 

Then  came  the  solemn  dedication,  so  that  with  the 
rebuilding  of  the  walls  Nehemiah  and  the  people  were 
sure  to  feel  that  Jerusalem  was  again  a  holy  city  where 
the  people  could  worship  their  God  and  be  protected 
from  their  enemies.  The  artist  Tissot  has  attempted  to 
create  for  us  this  solemn  procession  on  the  walls  of  the 
city.  What  a  sight  it  must  have  been,  as  the  people 
marched  past  each  gate  singing  and  playing  trumpets 
and  other  musical  instruments  of  the  time!  Perhaps  some 
of  the  marchers  might  have  been  armed  with  spears  and 
shields  to  protect  them  from  their  enemies.  Fires  were 
lighted,  and  great  sacrifices  were  offered.  It  was  truly  a 
time  of  joyous  celebration. 
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A  Flannelboard  Story  by  Marie  F.  Felt 

In  the  Hendrickson  household,  love  and  coopera- 
tion reigned  supreme.  Father  Hendrickson  presided 
over  his  home  with  love  and  understanding.  Mother 
Hendrickson,  five  feet  four  inches  tall,  with  dark  red 
hair  and  deep  blue  eyes,  was  a  real  dynamo.  No 
day  caught  her  unprepared,  and  at  this  Christmas- 
time she  was  involving  her  children  in  the  holiday 
baking,  candy  making,  and  other  plans  and  prepara- 
tions. The  children  were  LeMar,  17;  LaNeta,  16; 
Welton,  14;  Rulon,  12;  Elmon,  9;  Ross  5;  Milton, 
3;  Mary  1.  To  Mother  Hendrickson  there  was 
nothing  her  family  could  not  do  if  they  worked  to- 
gether. And  they  enjoyed  every  minute  of  their 
work  this  festive  season,  not  realizing  that  they 
were  working  to  make  this  their  happiest  family 
Christmas. 

The  Hendricksons  Hved  on  a  farm  in  Utah,  close 
to  Payson,  Spring  Lake,  and  Santaquin.  Getting  to 
and  from  these  towns  was  usually  no  problem,  since 
the  rural  roads  were  graded  and  graveled.  Almost 
anything  could  be  purchased  at  either  Santaquin 
or  Payson,  four  miles  away.  [End  of  Prologue.'] 

Two  days  before  school  let  out  for  the  Christmas 
holidays,  a  heavy  snow  began  to  fall.  It  snowed  all 
night,  and  the  wind  blew  and  blew.  In  fact,  the  wind 
blew  the  snow  into  drifts  so  deep  that  Father  Hen- 
drickson and  the  boys  had  a  hard  time  even  getting 
to  the  barn  to  feed  the  animals  the  next  morning. 
The  drifts  covered  all  the  fences.  No  one  could 
teU  where  a  fence  began  or  where  it  ended.  The 
Hendrickson  children  had  never  seen  such  drifts! 
Even  the  school  bus  could  not  come  to  pick  them  up 
for  those  last  two  days  of  school. 

The  snow  crunched  under  their  feet  as  they 
walked;  and  the  air  was  crisp  and  clean.  The  whole 
world  was  beautiful,  with  white,  sparkling  snow  cov- 
ering the  trees,  the  bushes,  and  the  houses.  To  the 
Hendrickson  children  this  was  the  perfect  setting 
for  a  Christmas  that  would  soon  be  there. 


(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  December  22,   "Christmas  Is   a  Happy 
Time";  and  for  all  Christmas  lessons.) 


Each  child  was  continually  envisioning  the  Christ- 
mas-tree-to-be. The  family  always  took  special  pains 
in  selecting  their  tree.  They  had  many  lovely  decora- 
tions for  it,  stored  in  boxes.  Sometimes  they  went 
up  into  the  mountains  and  cut  their  own  evergreen, 
but  most  of  the  time  they  bought  one  at  one  of  the 
nearby  towns.  And  every  year  when  the  tree  was 
secured  on  its  stand  in  the  front  room,  the  children 
felt  that  Christmas  had  really  come  again. 

Whenever  a  problem  arose  in  the  Hendrickson 
family  or  when  there  was  important  news  to  discuss. 
Father  Hendrickson  would  call  everyone  around  the 
big  kitchen  table  for  a  family  council.  So  it  was 
this  day. 

The  children  waited  expectantly  to  hear  some 
happy  Christmas  news.  But  instead  they  heard 
Father  say,  "Children,  we  will  not  be  able  to  have 
a  Christmas  tree  this  year." 

The  children  gasped  in  disappointment. 

"We  can't  have  Christmas  without  a  Christmas 
tree!"  Ross  tried  to  keep  the  tears  out  of  his  voice. 

Little  Milton  caught  the  sadness  in  his  brother's 
voice.  "We  can't  have  Christmas  without  a  Christ- 
mas tree,"  he  echoed. 

"It's  impossible  to  even  get  out  of  the  yard  in 
this  snow  and  ice.  There  just  isn't  any  way  to  get 
a  tree,"  their  father  explained. 

Ross  began  to  cry.  "Then  we  can't  have  Christ- 
mas." 

LaNeta  put  her  arm  around  him.  "We  will  have 
Christmas.  Now  don't  cry." 

"Sure  we'll  have  Christmas,"  Father  Hendrick- 
son broke  in.  "We  arranged  for  gifts  with  Santa  two 
months  ago;  we  don't  have  to  worry  about  that — 
we  just  won't  have  a  tree." 

"We  have  to  have  a  tree." 

"What  can  we  do?" 

"How  can  we  get  one?" 

The  children  all  began  talking  at  once. 

With  a  twinkle  in  his  eye,  their  father  teased, 
"Why  not  dig  out  one  of  the  big  tumbleweeds  that 
has  blown  up  against  the  barn.  Our  decorations 
would  look  great  on  one  of  those." 

"Oh,  no!"  LaNeta  exclaimed.  "That  would  be 
awful." 

"We  don't  want  an  old  weed,  Daddy,"  Elmon 
said. 

"Well,"  Father  said,  "tonight  will  be  Christmas 
Eve  and  there  isn't  ijiuch  time  to   do  anything." 

"Hey!"  Welton's  eyes  hghted.  "Why  not  get  a 
cedar  out  of  the  hills  west  of  here?" 

Silence  reigned  for  a  moment.  Then  Rulon 
shouted,  "That's  a  great  idea!" 

"But  how  can  we,  in  all  that  snow?"  , 

"We  can  do  it!"  Welton  was  confident.    "The 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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THE   CHRISTMAS   CEDAR       (Continued  from  preceding  page.) 


wind  has  blown  the  snow  from  the  south  slope  to 
the  north;  there  aren't  any  big  drifts  on  the  south 
slope." 

"All  right,"  Father  said.  "That's  what  we'll  do." 
[End  of  Scene  //.] 

The  younger  children  must  remain  at  home  with 
Mother,  but  LeMar,  LaNeta,  Welton,  Rulon,  and 
Elmon  hurried  into  their  heavy  clothing  for  the 
task  ahead. 

So,  as  the  little  children  watched  through  the 
window,  Father  and  the  five  older  children  pushed 
through  the  deep  snow  to  the  hills  where  the  cedar 
trees  grew.  It  was  cold.  The  snow  had  crusted 
over  so  hard  that  most  of  the  time  they  could  walk 
on  top  of  it.  But  when  they  broke  through  the 
crust,  snow  and  ice  shattered  into  their  faces  in  a 
thousand  pinpricks.  After  a  breakthrough  the 
walking  was  very  difficult  until  they  could  get  on 
top  of  the  icy  crust  again. 

"Here,  this  looks  like  a  good  tree!"  LeMar  called 
at  last. 

"It  is  beautiful!"  they  all  agreed,  gathering 
around  the  big  cedar  he  had  found.  "And  it's  just 
as  tall  as  Dad." 

"Let  me  chop  first,"  Elmon  said,  excitedly  reach- 
ing for  the  axe. 

As  Elmon  chopped  at  the  tree,  the  heavy  snow 
on  its  limbs  began  to  tumble  and  slide  off.  The 
children  took  turns  with  the  axe,  and  soon  they  were 
ready  to  pull  the  tree  over  the  hills  toward  home. 
[End  of  Scene  in.'} 

When  they  arrived  home,  Mother,  Ross,  Milton, 
and  Mary  were  delighted  with  the  tree.  They  all 
agreed  it  was  a  most  beautiful  tree — for  a  lowly 
cedar.  As  the  others  were  telling  how  high  they 
had  had  to  climb  up  the  hill,  how  they  had  had  to 
chop  and  chop  to  get  the  tree  down,  and  how  each 
had  helped  bring  it  over  the  hill.  Father  Hendrick- 
son  was  busy  making  the  stand  for  it.  As  soon  as 
the  cedar  was  mounted  on  the  stand  and  placed 
in  the  Hving  room,  everyone  stood  back  to  admire 
it.  But  all  agreed  it  would  be  much  prettier  with 
the  decorations  on  it. 

First  they  brought  out  the  candles.  To  their  dis- 
may they  found  the  candle  holders  could  not  be  fas- 
tened to  the  cedar  branches,  because  cedar  branches 
grow  up  instead  of  out,  as  the  branches  of  other 
evergreens  do. 

"Well,"  Welton  quickly  picked  up  the  tinsel,  "let's 
put  this  on." 


But  Mother  began  shaking  her  head.  "Children," 
she  said,  "I'm  sorry,  but  our  decorations  just  look 
out  of  place  on  a  cedar." 

Elmon  stared  at  the  tree.  "We'll  have  to  have  a 
plain  tree  for  Christmas."  ^ 

"No,  we  won't,"  Mother  said.  "We  used  to  string 
popcorn  for  our  tree.  Why  can't  we  do  that  now? 
And  I  didn't  cook  all  the  cranberries.  You  can 
string  some  of  them  with  the  popcorn." 

Soon  everyone  was  busy  popping  com,  stringing 
it,  and  making  red  paper  chains,  while  Mother 
wrapped  cookies  in  bright  paper  with  a  ribbon  loop 
on  each  to  hang  in  the  branches.  [End  of  Scene  IV.] 

When  they  had  finally  finished  decorating  the 
tree,  they  hurried  to  the  supper  table.  Afterwards, 
when  they  returned  to  the  front  room  for  their 
Christmas  Eve  together,  they  were  amazed  at  the 
loveliness  of  their  cedar. 

Father  Hendrickson  said,  "Now  it  is  time  for 
us  to  listen  to  the  story  of  the  first  Christmas.  Le- 
Mar, will  you  tell  the  story  tonight?" 

As  LeMar  told  the  story  of  Mary  and  Joseph 
going  to  Bethlehem  and  how,  while  they  were  there, 
Baby  Jesus  was  bom  in  a  stable  and  laid  in  a  man- 
ger of  hay,  the  true  spirit  of  Christmas  came  over 
the  household.  Then  he  told  of  how  the  angels  told 
the  shepherds  about  Jesus  being  bom;  and  how  the 
shepherds  hurried  to  Bethlehem  and  found  him. 
After  a  while  wise  men  came  from  the  East  and 
asked,  "Where  is  he  that  is  bom  King  of  the  Jews? 
for  we  have  seen  his  star  in  the  east,  and  are  come 
to  worship  him."  When  the  wise  men  were  told  that 
Jesus  had  been  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  they  left 
Jerusalem  to  go  to  Bethlehem;  and  as  they  traveled, 
a  bright  star  went  before  them  and  stopped  over  the 
house  where  Joseph  and  Mary  and  the  Babe  were 
staying.  ^^ 

And  when  they  were  come  into  the  house,  they 
saw  the  young  child  with  Mary  his  mother,  and  fell 
down,  and  worshipped  him:  and  when  they  had 
opened  their  treasures,  they  presented  unto  him 
gifts;  gold,  and  frankincense,  and  myrrh.  (Matthew 
2:1L) 

That  was  the  end  of  the  story,  and  then  Father 
Hendrickson  sang,  "We  Three  Kings  of  Orient  Are." 
To  close  their  time  together  for  Christmas  Eve,  they 
all  sang,  "Silent  Night,  Holy  Night,"  and  knelt  to- 
gether in  family  prayer.  [End  of  Scene  V.] 

Just  before  leaving  the  front  room  they  looked 
back  once  more  at  their  Christmas  cedar.  Mother 
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said,  "Doesn't  it  give  you  a  warm,  tingling  feeling 
when  you  think  about  Christmas  and  all  the  beauti- 
ful things  that  make  you  feel  happy  and  good?" 

"We've  had  so  much  fun  together  making  decora- 
tions for  our  cedar,  I  feel  like  I  want  to  share  it 
with  the  whole  world,"  Rulon  said. 

"Perhaps,  when  I'm  older,"  Welton  said,  "the 
memory  of  this  Christmas  may  fade,  but  tonight  it's 
the  happiest  time  I  can  remember." 

"Don't  you  think  it's  because  we  feel  closer  to 
our  Heavenly  Father?"  said  Father  Hendrickson. 
"We  feel  more  dependent  on  him  when  we  are  alone 
and  snowbound  and  so  far  away  from  everyone.  We 
should  be  very  grateful  to  him  for  the  blessings  we 
are  enjoying." 

LaNeta  smiled.  "No  evergreen  ever  smelled  as 
fresh  and  sweet  as  this  Christmas  cedar,"  she  said. 

Rulon  whispered,  "Right!  And  maybe  the  wise 
men's  gifts  to  the  Baby  Jesus  of  frankincense  and 
myrrh  smelled  just  Hke  our  cedar."  [End  of  Scene 
V/.] 

How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story 

Key  to  Flannelboard  Figures 

OT— Old  Testament;  BM— Book  of  Mormon;  NT— New 
Testament;  CH — Church  History;  ML — Modern  Life; 
PGP — Pearl  of  Great  Price;  DC — Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

Characters    and    Props    Needed   for   This    Presentation    Are: 

Father  Hendrickson  and  older  boys    (ML75).  To  be  used 

in  Scene  I. 
The  Hendrickson  family  around  the  kitchen  table  (ML76). 

To  be  used  in  Scene  II. 
Father  Hendrickson  and  older  children  and  Christmas  cedar 

(ML77) .  To  be  used  in  Scene  III. 
Hendrickson    family    making    Christmas    tree    decorations 

(ML78) .  To  be  used  in  the  Prologue  and  Scene  IV. 


Any  nativity  scene  available  to  the  teacher.  (See  sugges- 
tions in  Scene  V.) 

A  Christmas  cedar  decorated  (ML79) .  To  be  used  in  Scene 
VI. 

Ord«r  of  EpiiodMt 

Prologue: 

As  this  part  of  the  story  is  told  show  a  picture  (any 
picture)  of  a  farmhouse,  and  introduce  the  members  of  the 
Hendrickson  family  by  placing  the  figures  on  the  flannel- 
board. 

Scene  I: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene. 

Action:   Father  Hendrickson  and   the   older  boys   are 

seen  plowing  through  the  deep   snow  toward  the 

barn  to  feed  the  animals. 

Scene  II: 

Scenery:  The  kitchen  of  Hendrickson  home. 

Action:  A  family  council  is  being  held  around  the  big 
kitchen  table.  The  problem:    what  to  do  about  a 
Christmas  tree. 
Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene  on  snowy  hillside. 

Action:  Father  Hendrickson  and  five  older  children  are 
seen  cutting  a  cedar  tree  that  is  to  be  used  for 
their  Christmas  tree. 
Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  Indoor  scene.  Hendrickson  living  room. 

Action:  The  family  finds  that  their  Christmas  tree  dec- 
orations will  not  do  for  the  cedar.  They  string 
popcorn  and  cranberries  and  make  red  paper  chains 
for  the  tree. 

Scene  V: 

Scenery:  Nativity  scene. 

Action:  The  birth  of  Christ.  The  shepherds  and  the 
wise  men  go  to  find  the  Baby  Jesus.  (The  teacher 
may  use  flannelboard  stories  from  The  Instructor, 
"The  Greatest  Gift  of  AU,"  October,  1963;  and 
"Christmas  Came  First  to  Palestine,"  October, 
1967.) 

Scene  VI: 

Scenery:  Indoor  scene.  Hendrickson  living  room  right 

after  the  nativity  story  is  told. 
Action:    The    Christmas    cedar    stands    decorated    and 

beautiful.    It  is   the  symbol  of  the  Hendricksons' 

happiest  Christmas. 

Library  File  Reference :  CHRISTMAS. 
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ANEW 
GUIDEBOOK 


What  should  you,  as  a  member 
of  the  ward  superintendency,  know 
about  the  new  Guidebook  for  Sec- 
retaries? 

This  new  offering  of  the  Deseret 
Sunday  School  Union  general 
board  will  be  available  presently. 
The  new  volume  covers  substan- 
tially the  use  of  report  forms  and 
other  records,  the  keeping  of  min- 
utes, and  the  interpretation  of 
questions  and  problems  that  have 
arisen  or  may  arise. 

The  best  way  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  this  Guidebook  is  to 
read  it  with  the  question  in  mind, 
"How  can  the  Guidebook  help  the 
superintendency  to  perform  their 
assignments  better?"  The  correla- 
tion system  of  reporting  shown  in 
this  Guidebook  gives  responsibil- 
ity and  direction  to  each  level  of 
the  Sunday  School.  This  reporting 
comes  to  the  attention  of  stake, 
regional,  and  general  authorities, 
as  well  as  the  general  board. 

By  referring  to  the  flow  charts  in 
the  Guidebook  you  may  see  clearly 
for  the  first  time  the  overall  con- 
cept of  Sunday  School  reporting. 
It  may  be  safely  said  that,  gen- 
erally, the  quality  of  the  reports  of 
your  Sunday  School  reflects  the 
measure  of  your  success  as  an  ad- 
ministrator. 

The  secretary  now  has  in  the 
Guidebook  an  authoritative  ex- 
planation of  the  purpose  and  use 
of  all  report  forms.  Knowledge  and 
understanding  of  the  system  will 
come  with  study  and  frequent  ref- 
erence to  the  book. 

One  admonition  to  the  secretary: 
"Avoid  telling  the  superintendent 
what  to  do;  but  identify  problems 


for  him  as  they  are  reflected  in 
the  reports."  With  this  in  mind, 
here  are  some  of  the  explanations 
the  secretary  will  find  in  the 
Guidebook  which  will  help  you, 
the  superintendency: 

If  you  have  determined  to  use 
the  friendshipping  program  to  swell 
attendance  in  the  younger  classes, 
the  Guidebook  will  explain  the  use 
of  the  roll  book  as  a  technique  in 
this  program. 

A  careful  explanation  in  the 
Guidebook  of  who  should  be  clas- 
sified as  a  nonattender,  a  partial 
attender,  and  an  average  attender, 
will  help  you  as  a  superintendent 
to  get  your  activation  program 
under  way. 

An  array  of  chart-  and  graph- 
making  examples  and  exhibits  in 
the  Guidebook  will  help  the  alert 
secretary  to  supply  you  with  fig- 
ures supporting  the  facts  regard- 
ing the  performance  of  your  Sun- 
day School.  This  can  be  particu- 
larly useful  in  answering  such  ques- 
tions as:  "In  which  class  do  we 
have  the  best  attendance?"  "What 
is  our  teacher  turnover  and  class 
attendance?" 

The  charts  will  show  if  faculty 
meeting  is  growing  in  attendance, 
and  the  area  in  which  attendance 
is  highest.  How  can  you  incite  in- 
terest among  teachers  who  are  not 
attending? 

You  may  be  surprised  when  the 
secretary  shows  you  the  number 
of  superintendents  planning  meet- 
ings that  have  been  held  during 
the  past  six  months.  Likewise,  a 
graph  of  visits  by  the  superintend- 
ency to  their  respectively  assigned 
classes  may  alarm  you. 


Hopefully  you  can  learn  where 
the  trouble  spots  are  in  your  Sun- 
day School  and  how  to  correct 
them  by  having  the  secretary  pre- 
sent the  facts  to  you  from  the  re- 
ports and  minutes,  as  these  reports 
reflect  the  actual  happenings. 

The  general  board  is  pleased  to 
present  one  of  the  first  of  its  guide- 
books, the  Guidebook  for  Secre- 
taries, to  make  their  job  easier  and 
to  help  you,  the  superintendents. 

— Asst.  General  Superintendent 
Lynn  S.  Richards. 


COMING    EVENTS 

October  3,  4,  1968 

Departmental  Sessions — for 

stake  Sunday  School 

superintendencies  and 

stake  boards.* 
(General  Conference) 

•  •     • 

October  4,  5,^,  1968 

•  •     • 

October  5,  1968 
Instructor  Breakfast* 


October  6,  1968 

Sessions  for  stake  Sunday 

School  superintendencies, 

secretaries,  and 

stake  Junior  Sunday 

School  coordinators.* 

Sunday  School  Conference 

•     •     • 

December  22, 1968 
Christmas  worship  service 

*  Members  of  stake  presidencies  and 
high  councilors  in  charge  of  Sunday 
School   are   also   invited. 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 


New  Teacher  Training  Course 

Q.  May  we  receive  advance  cop- 
ies of  the  new  Teacher  Training 
Program  that  is  to  be  introduced 
at  1969  Sunday  School  regional 
conferences?  —Seattle  East  Stake. 

A.  Instructions  concerning  the 
initiation  of  the  new  pre-service 
teacher  training  course  will  be 
given  at  the  Sunday  School  ses- 
sions of  October  Conference.  Ma- 
terial will  be  furnished  to  stake 
superintendents  and  stake  teacher 
trainers  for  use  in  monthly  stake 
Sunday  School  leadership  meet- 
ings to  prepare  stake  and  ward 
superintendencies  for  the  course. 
The  pre-service  teacher  trainer 
manual  will  be  available  for  dis- 


tribution during  each  stake's  re- 
gional conference  held  during  the 
first  six  months  of  1969. 

Junior  Section  of  Stake  Conference 

Q.  How  do  we  receive  helps  on 
lessons  and  materials  to  be  pre- 
sented in  the  junior  section  of 
stake  conference? 

— Regional  Conferences. 

A.  Suggestions  for  the  junior 
section  of  stake  conference  come 
from  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
through  the  office  of  President 
Joseph  Fielding  Smith.  The  Child 
Area  committee  of  the  Sunday 
School  general  board  is  currently 
preparing  for  distribution  a  com- 
plete manual  of  suggested  mater- 


ials for  presentation  in  the  junior 
section. 

Pictures  on    the   Walls 

Q.  Is  it  proper  to  place  pictures 
on  the  walls  in  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  worship  service  area? 

— Regional  Conferences. 

A.  The  Sunday  School  recom- 
mends that  only  appropriate  pic- 
tures— those  conducive  to  rever- 
ence and  spirituality,  and  within 
the  interest  ranges  of  children — 
should  be  displayed  in  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  worship  area. 
These  are  usually  permanent  ob- 
jects of  art;  and  before  final 
choices  are  made,  the  bishop's 
counselor  in  charge  of  Sunday 
School  should  be  consulted. 


Memorized  Recitations- 


for  December  1,  1968 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  12  and  14  during  October 
and  November,  and  recited  in  uni- 
son by  the  respective  classes  dur- 
ing Sunday  School  worship  ser- 
vices on  December  1,  1968. 

Course  12: 

(In  this  scripture  Jesus  tells  us 
that  in  order  truly  to  become  his 
disciples  we  must  steadfastly  live 
his  teachings.  If  we  do  this,  we 
will  gain  a  testimony  of  the  gospel 
and  free  ourselves  from  sin  and 
unhappiness;  we  will  be  free  to 
progress  as  doubt  and  error  flee 
away.) 

"Then  said  Jesus  to  those  Jews 
which  believed  on  him,  If  ye  con- 
tinue in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my 
disciples  indeed;  And  ye  shall 
know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free." 

—John  8:31,  32. 


Course  14: 

(In  this  scripture  Jesus  reminds 
his  apostles  that  their  calling  was 
not  of  their  own  choosing,  but  that 
they  were  individually  chosen 
and  ordained.  As  they  labor  to 
build  up  the  Church  and  make  his 
teachings  a  part  of  men's  lives, 
their  prayers  will  be  answered  and 
they  will  know  joy  and  success.) 


"Ye  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I 
have  chosen  you,  and  ordained 
you,  that  ye  should  go  and  bring 
forth  fruit,  and  that  your  fruit 
should  remain:  that  whatsoever 
ye  shall  ask  of  the  Father  in  my 
name,  he  may  give  it  you." 

— John  15:16. 


TODAY 

With  every  rising  of  the  sun 
Think  of  your  life  as  just  begun. 
The  Past  has  cancelled  and  buried  deep 
All  yesterdays.    There  let  them  sleep. 
Concern  yourself  with  but  Today. 
Grasp  it,  and  teach  it  to  obey 
Your  will  and  plan.    Since  time  began 
Today  has  been  the  friend  of  man. 
You  and  Today!    A  soul  sublime 
And  the  great  heritage  of  time. 
With  God  himself  to  bind  the  twain. 
Go  forth,  brave  heart!  Attain!    Attain! 

— ^Author  unknown. 

(From  Heart  Throbs,  page  147.) 


OCTOB  ER      1 968 


403 


TEACHER  DEVELOPMENT  UESSON  FOR 
FACULTY  AND  LEADERSHIP  ME;ETINGS 


TEACHING 

WITH  "ACTION" 

OBJECTIVES 

by  Clark  D.  Webb 


This  is  the  third  article  in  a  series  designed  to 
help  Sunday  School  teachers  genuinely  affect  the 
lives  of  their  students.^  Our  premise  is  that  unless 
a  teacher  consciously  intends  to  affect  the  behavior 
of  his  students,  he  may  affect  only  their  vocabulary: 
the  students  may  learn  to  talk  about  gospel  con- 
cepts but  they  may  never  incorporate  them  in  their 
lives. 

In  this  concluding  article  we  have  written  two 
examples  of  behavioral  lesson  objectives  in  each  of 
the  areas — child,  youth,  and  adult — using  sample 
Sunday  Schodl  lessons  to  illustrate. 

From  the  Child  Area 

1.  Lesson:  "We  Trust  Our  Parents."  (From 
Growing  in  the  Gospel,  Part  /,  lesson  21.) 

The  concepts  incorporated  in  this  lesson   are: 

1.  We  trust  those  we  love. 

2.  We  trust  those  who  love  us. 

3.  We  trust  parents. 

4.  As  we  trust  parents,  we  are  happy. 

Possible  objective:  Initially  the  teacher  will  have 
class  members  list  on  the  chalkboard  ways  in  which 

iSee  The  Instructor,  "Teaching  to  Change  Lives,"   August,   1968, 
page  322;  "The  Power  to  Act,"  September,   1968,  page  364. 


a  child  might  demonstrate  that  he  trusts  his  parents. 
The  objective  would  be:  Each  class  member  will 
choose  from  the  list  one  way  to  show  trust  in  his 
parents,  and  during  the  coming  week  he  will  put 
it  into  practice. 

2.  Lessons:  "Why  We  Pray,"  "How  to  Pray," 
"When  to  Pray."  (From  Living  Our  Religion,  Part  I, 
lessons  18,  19,  20.) 

Possible  objective:  In  this  case  the  manual  itself 
has  several  suggestions  which  could  easily  be  made 
into  life-affecting  objectives.  The  following  is  only 
one  of  several  which  the  teacher  might  want  to  use: 
Given  the  three  lessons  on  prayer,  the  class  member 
wiU,  within  the  coming  month,  report  to  the  teacher 
(or  to  the  class,  if  he  wishes)  on  his  experiences  with 
praying  in  secret,  praying  in  the  family,  and  pray- 
ing in  class. 

From  the  Youth  Area 

1.  Lesson:  "In  Gethsemane."  (From  The  Life 
of  Christ,  lesson  38.) 

Possible  objective:  If  the  Sunday  School  teacher 
thought  that  the  significant  concept  of  this  lesson 
was  related  to  the  Savior's  willingness  to  abide  by 
his  Father's  will,  he  might  write  an  objective  such 
as:  Each  class  member  will  recognize  in  his  own 
life  a  large  problem  or  sorrow,  a  kind  of  private 
Gethsemane,  and  pray  to  his  Heavenly  Father  in 
a  spirit  similar  to  that  of  Christ,  agreeing  to  abide 
by  the  Father's  will  regardless  of  the  answer  to  the 
prayer.  Note  that  the  responsibility  assumed  by  the 
teacher  who  works  for  this  objective  is  likely  to  be 
more  meaningful  than  is  typically  the  case,  because 
this  teacher  will  be  actively  pursuing  the  goal  with 
individual  class  members.  He  will  not  feel  justified 
if  he  has  merely  talked  about  the  meaning  of  Geth- 
semane. 

2.  Lesson:  "The  Second  Coming  of  Christ." 
(From  The  Gospel  Message,  lessons  41,  42.) 

Possible  objective:  There  are  a  number  of  con- 
cepts which  could  be  drawn  from  this  lesson.  If  the 
instructor  were  to  emphasize  our  need  for  personal 
preparation  prior  to  Jesus'  return  to  earth,  he  might 
devise  the  following  objective:  After  discussing  the 
second  advent  of  our  Lord  and  identifying  a  num- 
ber of  actions  which  an  individual  could  undertake 
in  personal  preparation  for  that  advent,  each  cl^ass 
member  will  select  and  consistently  practice  two  of 
those  actions  during  the  coming  two  weeks. 

From  the  Adult  Area 

1.  Lesson:  "Not  of  the  World."  (From  Family 
Home  Evening  Manual  1968,  lesson  44.) 

The  Family  Home  Evening  Mq,nual  makes  excel- 
lent use  of  objectives  which  change  the  behavior  of 
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family  members.  The  task  here  is  to  provide  an 
objective  for  Sunday  School  class  members  in  addi- 
tion to  the  one  they  will  be  given  as  family  members. 
Possible  objective:  One  of  the  objectives  suggest- 
ed for  class  members  (see  1968  Teacher's  Supple- 
ment for  this  course)  is  "to  stress  the  importance 
of  making  every  family  home  evening  a  growth  ex- 
perience." Consequently  an  objective  could  be:  Each 
family  will  find  opportunity  during  their  next  fam- 
ily home  evening  to  emphasize  the  strengths  rather 
than  the  weaknesses  of  at  least  two  family  members. 
The  results  will  be  shared  with  the  Family  Relations 
class  the  following  Sunday. 

2.  Lesson:  "The  Judgment  Bar."  (From  Mes- 
sages for  Exaltation,  lesson  40.) 

Possible  objective:  This  lesson  attempts  to  in- 
crease class  members'  "appreciation  for  the  basis 
and  the  importance  of  judgment,"  and  it  emphasizes 
the  concept  of  stewardship.  An  objective  could  be: 
Each  class  member  wiU  identify  some  specific  re- 
sponsibility connected  with  his  religious  stewardship; 
during  the  following  week  (or  other  specified  period 


of  time)   he  will  discharge  that  responsibility  and 
establish  for  himself  a  new  standard  of  performance. 

Conclusion 

The  Sunday  School  teacher  who  conscientiously 
uses  "action  objectives"  in  his  teaching  should  ex- 
pect to  find  class  members  showing  increased  inter- 
est in  the  lessons.  When  people  learn  that  the  gos- 
pel is  related  intimately  to  their  daily  lives,  they 
become  excited  about  its  impact. 

At  the  same  time  the  teacher  should  not  assume 
that  all  problems  connected  with  teaching  in  the 
Church  will  disappear.  Specifying  lesson  objectives 
which  affect  the  learner's  behavior  is  a  demanding 
task.  It  will  not  make  new  people  overnight.  In  fact, 
since  all  men  have  free  agency,  some  members  of 
the  class  may  choose  not  to  be  affected  at  all.  But 
the  sense  of  direction  and  consequent  power  and 
satisfaction  gained  by  the  teacher  who  attempts 
systematically  to  influence  the  lives  of  his  students 
in  a  direct  manner  are  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
merits  of  this  approach. 

Lib7ary  FUe  Reference:  TEACHERS  AND  TEACHING. 
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Our  Worshipful 
Hyran  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  December 


Hymn:  "With  Wondering  Awe"; 
author  and  composer  unknown;  Hymns 
— The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  No.  209. 

There  is  a  magnificent  Lutheran 
Christmas  hymn  —  unfortunately 
not  familiar  to  many  of  us,  though 
it  has  been  set  to  music  throughout 
the  years  by  some  of  the  world's 
most  eminent  composers — whose 
lovely  text  can  be  translated  from 
German  in  the  following  manner: 

How  brightly  beams  the  morning  star! 
What  sudden  radiance  from  afar 
Doth  cheer  us  with  its  shining? 
Brightness  of  God,  that  breaks  our  night 
And  fills  the  darkened  souls  with  light. 
Who  long  for  truth  were  pining? 
Newly,  truly,  God's  Word  feeds  us. 
Rightly  leads  us.  Life  bestowing. 
Praise,  O  praise  such  love  overflowing! 

How  the  world  needs  the  bright- 
ness of  this  star  today  to  fill  our 
"darkened  souls  with  light!"  What 
supreme  assurance  we  can  find  in 
the  knowledge  that  the  Word  of 
God  did  indeed  come  to  dwell  with 
us,  to  give  us  unstintingly  of  his 
love!  The  star  of  Bethlehem  has 
been  explained  or  denied  in  various 
ways,  but  it  is  still  our  unerring 
guide  to  the  "Blessed  Life"  spoken 
of  by  the  philosopher  Spinoza,  in 
which  man  can  truly  achieve  his 
potential. 

This  star,  this  great  guide,  is  the 
subject  of  the  Christmas  hymn,  or 
more  accurately,  the  Christmas 
carol,  under  consideration  this 
month. 

We  have  no  record  of  the  origin 
of  this  lilting,  buoyant  little  piece 
of  music,  nor  of  its  text;  but  that 
is  of  no  consequence.  Let  us  sing 
it  with  spirit,  retaining  just  the 
right  amount  of  reflectiveness,  as 
we  contemplate  the  events  of  that 
far-off  place  and  that  long-ago 
night.  It  is  true  that  if  we  are  to 
be  literally  accurate,  we  may  find 


reason  to  wonder  about  the  events 
indicated  in  the  words.  It  is  doubt- 
ful that  the  wise  men  came  to  see 
the  Babe  while  he  was  still  in  the 
manger — probably  Jesus  had  long 
since  been  moved  from  the  stable 
where  he  was  born,  when  the  royal 
visitors  appeared  on  the  scene 
some  time  later.  However,  if  we 
overlook  these  discrepancies  and 
enjoy  the  hymn  for  what  it  is — an 
unaffected,  charming  little  piece, 
expressing  the  joy  of  the  Christmas 
season  and  reminding  us  of  its 
importance  in  our  lives — ^we  can 
find  great  happiness  in  singing  it. 

Many  times  in  these  pages  we 
have  been  reminded  that  congre- 
gational singing  is  not  choral  sing- 
ing; that  if  the  chorister  spends 
undue  time  working  on  details  of 
phrasing  and  technique,  the  sheer 
pleasure  of  singing  hymns  may  be 
lost.  Of  course,  care  should  be  tak- 
en to  indicate  the  necessary  ele- 
ments of  the  music,  as  well  as  those 
of  good  diction.  But  this  should  be 
done,  whenever  possible,  by  the 
conducting  itself  rather  than  by 
lengthy  explanations,  startings  and 
stoppings,  and  much  repetition. 
Congregational  singing  should  first 
and  foremost  be  enjoyable;  the 
good  conductor  is  aware  of  this 
and  becomes  skillful  in  indicating 
his  wishes  by  his  conducting. 

With  these  things  in  mind,  let  us 
look  at  some  of  this  hymn's  pecu- 
liar musical  problems.  One  of  the 
most  obvious  has  to  do  with  the 
fermata  (hold)  in  the  third  meas- 
ure. It  is  recommended  that  the 
chorister  treat  this  musical  indi- 
cation with  considerable  freedom 
— by  this  we  mean  holding  the 
fermata  only  very  slightly.  If  the 
note  is  stretched  too  much,  inap- 
propriate  stress   is   given   to   the 


words  "heaven,"  "lowly,"  "hal- 
lowed," and  "land."  Merely  give 
a  bit  of  "lift"  to  the  third  beat  of 
the  bar,  and  the  music  will  flow 
along  nicely. 

The  second  fermata,  immediate- 
ly prior  to  the  refrain,  should  be 
dealt  with  in  a  different  manner. 
In  every  stanza  both  the  music 
and  the  text  seem  to  demand  an 
increase  in  volume  at  this  point. 
With  the  increase,  in  volume  and  a 
slight  broadening  of  the  tempo 
throughout  the  measure,  this  fer- 
mata will  achieve  its  proper  effect. 

When  you  reach  the  refrain,  the 
"hosannas"  should  be  punctuated 
slightly  by  stopping  momentarily 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  third  beat 
before  going  ahead  with  the  fourth 
beat  —  remembering  always  to 
maintain  the  tempo.  The  organist 
can  help  here  by  phrasing  in  the 
same  way.  (This  may  be  para- 
doxical in  view  of  what  we  have 
just  said  about  not  giving  undue 
attention  to  "choral"  phrasing. 
However,  this  is  the  natural  way  to 
phrase  the  spot  in  question;  and 
if  the  chorister  indicates  the  phras- 
ing carefully,  the  congregation 
should  respond  smoothly.) 

A  word  about  diction:  the  word 
"wondering"  is  correctly  pro- 
nounced "wuhnduh-ring"  rather 
than  "wahnduh-ring." 

As  the  word  is  written  here,  the 
second  syllable  is  omitted  so  that 
it  comes  out  "wuhn-dring."  Again, 
avoid  stressing  the  "r"  in  such 
words  as  "manger"  or  "stranger"; 
in  "story"  and  "glory"  sustain  the 
vowel  preceding  the  "r"  to  its  lim- 
its before  applying  that  consonant 
to  the  next  syllable.  Set  the 
proper  example  for  the  congrega- 
tion, and  much  explanation  can  be 
avoided.  — Ralph  Woodward. 
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Carol  of  the  Shepherds 


Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn 
for  the  Month  of  December 


Moderato 


Bohemian  Folk  Song. 
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1.  Come   all  ye      shep  -  herds  and    be    not    '  dis  -  mayed, 

2.  As     we   were   watch  -  ing    our   flocks  where  they   lay, 


^ 


^ 
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Seek  where  the     low  -  ly   sweet   ba   -  by    'is     'laid, 
Shone  a     great   glo  -  ry   as      bright  as    the     day, 
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Here    in       the      man-ger,Far      from  all     dan  -  ger, Sleep- ing,  be  -  hold   him, 
Glad   bells  were    ring-ing, Sweet  voi-ces      sing-ing, Thro' heavVi's  blue  por-tals 
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Warm  arms   en-fold   him,  In  Christ    -  'mas 

"Good  will   to     mor-tals,"     Christ    -  mas  is 


joy. 

come , 


^ 
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Organ  Music  To  Accompany  December  Sacrament  Gems 


Hymns:  "Far,  Far  Away  on  Judea's 
Plains";  author  and  composer,  J.  Mac- 
Farlane;   The  Children  Sing,  No.   163. 

"Carol  of  the  Shepherds";  Bohemian 
folk  song,  author  unknown;  The  Chil- 
dren Sing,  No.  157.  (See  also  transposed 
music  opposite.) 

Christmas!  Joyful  time — chil- 
dren's time.  The  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  a  child — a  special  child: 
the  Son  of  God!  Let  us  carry  a 
sense  of  special  wonder,  of  inner 
joy  and  devotion,  as  we  prepare 
to  remember  Jesus'  birth.  This  is 
an  excellent  time,  too,  to  examine 
the  depth  of  our  commitment  to 
the  Babe  of  Bethlehem,  the  King 
of  Kings,  as  we  lead  the  little  ones 
of  his  Church  each  week.  The  call- 
ing of  chorister  or  organist  in  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School  can  easily  re- 
quire ten  or  more  hours  per  week 
— to  plan,  study,  prepare  music 
and  teaching  materials,  rehearse, 
and  attend  the  meetings  pertain- 
ing to  the  calling.  (Sunday  School 
general  board  members  spend 
from  20  to  60  hours  per  week  in 
their  callings,  and  you  will  prob- 
ably find  your  bishop  doing  the 
same  in  his  calling.) 

Read  to  yourself,  softly,  prayer- 
fully, but  aloud,  the  fifth  verse  of 
a  beloved  Christmas  hymn: 

O  Holy  Child  of  Bethlehem 
Descend  on  us,  we  pray. 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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December  Sacrament  Gems 

Senior  Sunday  School 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life."^ 

Junior  Sunday  School 

"Let  us  love  one  another:  for 
love  is  of  God."2 


»John  3:16. 
"l  John  4:7. 
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JUNIOR  SUNDAY   SCHOOL  HYMN     {Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


Cast  out  our  sin  and  enter  in, 
Be  born  in  us  today. ^ 
•     •    • 

In  "Far,  Far  Away  on  Judea's 
Plains,"  a  tempo  of  about  90-100 
beats  per  minute  is  recommended. 
If  you  do  not  have  a  metronome 
— and  each  Church  musician 
should  have — the  tempo  of  100 
beats  every  60  seconds  can  be  ap- 
proximated by  dividing  both  100 
and  60  by  ten:  10  beats  every  six 
seconds.  To  be  accurate,  watch  a 
second  hand  and  practice  count- 
ing to  ten  in  six  seconds.  This  will 
bring  you  very  close  to  the  proper 
tempo.  (Err  on  the  slow  side,  if 
at  all.) 

To  give  life  and  vitality  to  the 
hymn,  the  accompanist  can  keep 
a  very  strict  tempo  and  play  a  very 
crisp  "skip-ty"  rhythm  J)  J\ 
Make  the  dotted-eighth  note  even 
a  trifle  longer  and  the  sixteenth  a 
trifle  quicker.  Observe  the  rests 
meticulously  with  fingers  and 
pedal. 

Help  the  chorister  build  a  joyful, 
story-telling  mood  in  the  first  four 
measures.  The  first  "Glory  to  God" 
is  sung  firmly  and  worshipfully; 
the  second  "Glory  to  God"  is  even 
more  Joyous;  the  third  is  in  full 
voice.  An  abrupt  softening  at  the 
first  "Peace  on  earth"  emphasizes 
the  peace  of  Christ;  then  the  music 
builds  on  "good  will  to  men."  The 
repetition  of  "Peace  on  earth"  em- 
phasizes the  "good  will"  and  stays 
full  of  praise  and  gratitude  to  the 
end. 

Now  the  challenge!  Do  not — 
repeat,  do  not — tell  the  children 
to  sing  louder  here,  softer  there. 
Do  it  entirely  by  inspiring  in  them 
the  reflection  of  the  mood  and 
spirit  you  feel — as  any  skillful  con- 
ductor does.  He  becomes  the  em- 
bodied personification  of  the  spirit 
of  the  music,  and  literally  acts  out 
its  changes  and  nuances.  And,  of 
course,  the  sensitive  accompanist 

iSee  "O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem,"  The 
Bats-ford  Book  of  Christmas  Carols";  Jarrold 
and  Sons  Ltd.,  London  and  Norwich,  Eng- 
land, 1957;  pages  58,  59. 


is  absolutely  invaluable  in  awak- 
ing and  conveying  the  conductor's 
interpretation. 

If  the  children  are  inexperienced 
in  taking  such  cues  from  the  direc- 
tor, you  will  have  to  begin  to  build 
conscious  awareness  in  them.  For 
example:  after  they  know  the  song 
fairly  well,  ask,  "Do  you  think  I 
am  conducting  the  part  that  goes 
Tar,  far  away  on  Judea's  plains,' 
or  the  part  that  goes  'Glory  to  God, 
Glory  to  God'?"  Illustrate.  Then 
ask,  "Why  do  you  think  so?" 

Ask,  "Do  you  think  I'm  direct- 
ing the  part  that  goes  [sing  it] 
'Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men'? 
[first  time]  or  the  part  that  goes 
[sing  it]  'Peace  on  earth,  good  will 
to  men'  [second  time]?  How  can 
you  tell?"  Then,  "Sister  Jones  wiU 
play  while  I  direct.  You  watch  me 
and  listen  to  her.  See  if  you  can 
find  the  place  where  she  does  a 
wrong  thing."  As  prearranged  and 
practiced,  the  chorister  conducts 
a  growing  crescendo  on  the  "Glory- 
to  God"  phrases.  The  accompanist 
stays  very  soft.  Let  the  children 
discuss  what  they  observe,  then 
challenge    them    to    "follow    the 


leader"  by  singing  as  you  direct. 

One  verse  of  this  adult  song  will 
be  enough  to  teach  at  this  time. 

For  "Carol  of  the  Shepherds/' 
the  key  of  E*"  notation  is  printed 
in  this  issue.  This  is  a  very  com- 
fortable key  for  learning  the  song. 
By  the  third  Sunday  you  may 
want  to  move  to  the  key  of  G, 
even  letting  the  children  compare 
singing  in  both  keys.  Put  a  prem- 
ium on  the  higher  key,  where  "our 
voices  can  sound  even  more  joy- 
ful and  excited";  motivate  the 
children  to  feel  the  same  exulta- 
tion that  the  shepherds  felt,  and 
this  key  will  not  be  too  high. 

Here  is  another  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  use  the  electrical  con- 
duit pipe  bells  tuned  to  G  and  D, 
as  described  in  The  Instructor, 
January,  1968,  page  23.  (The 
newest  bells  I  made  came  better 
in  tune  when  I  changed  their 
lengths  from  10  1/32"  and  11 
15/16"  to  10  1/4"  and  11  13/16". 

Experiment  and  find  your  own 
playing  pattern.  The  bells  could 
also  be  used  with  "Far,  Far  Away 
on  Judea's  Plains."  One  simple 
bell  part  is  given  below: 


Come  all  ye 
G 


shepherds  and 
G 


be  not  dis 
D 


Seek  where    the 
G 


lowly    sweet 
G 


baby   is 
D 


Here  in  the  manger, 
D 


Far  from  all  danger, 
D 


Warm  arms     enfold  him, 
D 


In     Christmas 
D 


mayed, 
G 

laid, 
G 

Sleeping,  behold  him, 
D 


]oy. 
G 


Notice  particularly  the  second 
verse:  "Glad  BELLS  were  ring- 
ing, Sweet  voices  singing." 

How  appropriate  to  have  these 
"bell"  sounds  for  our  song!  What 
a  lovely  Christmas  gift  for  you  to 
bring  to  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
for  occasional  use  in  1969.  It  takes 
250  worth  of  pipe,  but  a  treasure 
of  love,  devotion,  and  concern  can 


make  this  into  sweet-sounding  bells. 
May  the  "Holy  Child  of  Beth- 
lehem" descend  to  each  of  us,  I 
pray.   Merry  Christmas! 

— D.  Evan  Davis. 

(Reminder:  Flannel  cutouts  for  The 
Children  Sing,  Series  2,  have  some  help- 
ful visual  aids  appropriate  to  these  two 
Christmas  songs.  See  your  ward  librar- 
ian or  order  from  the  General  Church 
Distibution  Center,  P.O.  Box  11627,  33 
Richards  Street,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
84111.   ($2.00  per  set.) 
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The  contributions   of  the  Holy   Ghost  can   bring 
immeasurable  joy  to  one's  life;  but  man  must  meet 
certain  conditions  if  he  is  to  receive  this  gift  and 
experience  a  spiritual  rebirth. 


Unless  a  Man 
Is  Born  Ae:ain 


adapts  them,  by  the  gift  of  wisdom,  to  their  lawful 


use 


"2 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

It  is  reported  that  Joseph  Smith  once  said  that 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  one  of  the  most 
important  and  distinguishing  features  of  The  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Everyone  who 
is  baptized  into  the  Church  is  promised  its  reception, 
provided  he  fulfills  certain  requirements. 

But  now  I  give  unto  thee  a  commandment,  that 
thou  shalt  baptize  by  water,  and  they  shall  receive 
the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands,  even 
as  the  apostles  of  old.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
35:6.) 

This  third  member  of  the  Godhead  has  some 
very  important  functions  as  far  as  the  children  of 
God  are  concerned.  Among  them  are  the  following: 

1.  The  Holy  Ghost  bears  record  of 'the  Father 
and  the  Son:  "And  the  Holy  Ghost  beareth  record 
of  the  Father  and  me;  and  the  Father  giveth  the 
Holy  Ghost  unto  the  children  of  men,  because  of 
me."  (3Nephi28:ll.) 

2.  The  Holy  Ghost  gives  knowledge  to  those  who 
properly  seek  it:  "And  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all  things."  (Moroni 
10:5.) 

3.  The  Holy  Ghost  has  a  purifying  and  "celes- 
tializing"  influence  on  men  and  women:  "The  opera- 
tion of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  not  something  that  affects 
the  outward  ear  alone;  it  is  not  something  that  af- 
fects simply  .  .  .  [man's]  judgment  but  it  affects 
his  inner  man;  it  affects  the  spirit  that  dwells  within 
him;  it  is  a  part  of  God  imparted  unto  man,  if  you 
please,  giving  him  assurance  that  God  lives."^ 

4.  The  Holy  Ghost  helps  man  develop  his  divine 
attributes  more  efficiently:  "It  quickens  all  the  in- 
tellectual faculties,  increases,  enlarges,  expands  and 
purifies  all  the  natural  passions  and  affections,  and 

(For  Course  8,  lessons  of  October  20  to  November  3,  "Who  Is 
the  Holy  Ghost?"  "How  Does  the  Holy  Ghost  Help  Us?"  and 
"Receive  the  Holy  Ghost";  for  Course  16,  lesson  of  December  29, 
"Man's  Part  in  Revelation";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  October  28, 
"A  Message  of  Gladness";  for  Course  30.  lessons  of  December  1  and 
8,  "Mission  of  the  Holy  Ghost"  and  "Personality  of  the  Holy  Ghost '; 
and  of  general  interest.) 

iJohn  Taylor,  quoted  from  The  Spirit  Giveth  Life  Iw  Lynn  A. 
McKinlay;  Deseret  News  Press,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1955;  page  107. 


In  view  of  the  great  contributions  which  this 
divine  personage  may  make  to  the  life  of  any  indi- 
vidual, it  is  important  to  understand  the  conditions 
that  must  exist  if  his  influence  is  to  be  felt. 

l.Though  the  Holy  Ghost  may  come  to  any  indi- 
vidual in  the  Church  as  a  witness  to  the  truth  (or 
even  to  a  nonmember,  as  in  the  case  of  Cornelius), 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  comes  only  to  those  who 
are  properly  baptized  members  of  the  Church  and 
who  live  worthily: 

"There  is  a  difference  between  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Cornelius  received 
the  Holy  Ghost  before  he  was  baptized,  which  was 
the  convincing  power  of  God  unto  him,  of  the  truth 
of  the  gospel,  but  he  could  not  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  until  after  he  was  baptized."^  "The  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  right,  the  legal  right,  to 
have,  when  one  is  worthy,  the  discriminating  com- 
panionship of  the  power,  authority,  and  influence  of 
the  personage  of  the  Holy  Ghost.*'* 

2.  The  individual  should  make  an  effort  to  ob- 
tain knowledge  with  many  legitimate  tools-  For 
example,  when  Oliver  Cowdery  failed  in  his  trans- 
lation effort,  he  was  told:  "Behold,  you  have  not 
understood;  you  have  supposed  that  I  would  give  it 
unto  you,  when  you  took  no  thought  save  it  was  to 
ask  me.  But,  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  you  must 
study  it  out  in  your  mind;  then  you  must  ask  me 
if  it  be  right. .  . ."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  9:7,  8.) 

In  another  passage  of  the  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants is  found  the  statement:  ".  .  .  Treasure  up  in 
your  minds  continually  the  words  of  life,  and  it  shall 
be  given  you  in  the  very  hour  that  portion  that 
shall  be  meted  unto  every  man."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  84:85.) 

3.  The  individual  must  have  humility;  he  must 
be  teachable:  ".  .  .  And  whoso  cometh  unto  me  with 
a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit,  him  will  I  bap- 
tize with  fire  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  .  .  ."  (3 
Nephi9:20.) 

4.  He  must  live  the  teachings  of  the  Savior; 
he  must  have  integrity:  ".  .  .  For  they  [the. works 
and  mysteries  of  the  Lord]  are  only  to  be  seen 
and  understood  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
which  God  bestows  on  those  who  love  him,  and 
purify  themselves  before  him."  (Doctrine  and -Cove- 
nants 76:116.) 

Anyone  who  will  meet  these  conditions  will  find 
a  new  and  exquisite  joy  entering  his  life.  He  will 
indeed  be  bom  again.  And  one  day  he  will  have  the 
opportunity  of  entering  the  celestial  kingdom  of 
heaven. 


^Parley  P.  Pratt,  Key  to  Theology;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  1938;  page  100. 

^Joseph  Smith,  in  The  Spirit  Giveth  Life,  page  97. 

*Oscar  W.  McConkie,   in  The  Spirit   Giveth  Life,  page  99. 
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Isaiah  seems  to  he  speaking  as  much  to  our  day  as  his 
own — he  gives  a  message  of  hope  of  eventual  peace. 

the  message  of  isaiah 


by  Robert  J.  Matthews 


There  is  much  in  Isaiah  that  is  challenging,  even 
to  the  most  astute  scholar  of  biblical  culture  and 
theology;  yet,  there  is  also  much  to  please  and  edify 
the  average  student  of  the  scriptures. 

Many  phrases  well  known  to  everyday  speech 
had  their  origin  in  the  writings  of  Isaiah: 

"a  drop  of  a  bucket  (40:15) 

"the  hollow  of  his  hand"  (40:12) 

"the  top  of  the  mountains"  (2:2) 

"Woe  is  me"  (6:5) 

"a  little  child  shall  lead  them"  (11:6) 

"line  upon  line"  (28:10) 

"a  marvelous  work  and  a  wonder"  (29:14) 

"  [they]  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth  .  .  .  but 
[they]  have  removed  their  heart  far  from  me" 
(29:13) 

"the  desert  shall  rejoice,  and  blossom  as  the 
rose"  (35:1) 

"the  wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  shall  not  err 
therein"  (35:8) 

"set  thine  house  in  order"  (38:1) 

"run,  and  not  be  weary  .  .  .  walk,  and  not  faint" 
(40:31) 

"world  without  end"    (45:17) 

"the  furnace  of  affUction"  (48:10) 

"they  shall  see  eye  to  eye"  (52:8) 

"a  man  of  sorrows"  (53:3) 

"as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter"   (53:7) 

"hoHer  than  thou"   (65:5) 

"a  nation  be  bom  at  once"  (66:8). 

Other  specimens  of  Isaiah's  picturesque  language 
are: 

With  joy  shall  ye  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of 
salvation  (12:3) 

The  bread  of  adversity,  and  the  water  of  afflic- 
tion (30:20) 

And  all  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord 
(54:13) 

That  they  might  be  called  trees  of  righteousness, 
the  planting  of  the  Lord  (61:3) 

(For  Course  18,  lessons  of  October  27  to  November  10,  "The 
Nature  and  Mission  of  a  Prophet,"  "True  Religion  as  Taught  by  the 
Hebrew  Prophets,"  and  "The  Hope  of  a  Better  World";  and  of 
general  interest.) 
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He  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garments  of  salva- 
tion, he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteous- 
ness (61:10). 

The  Messiah 

Anyone  acquainted  with  the  great  Handel  ora- 
torio Messiah  is  already  familiar  with  many 
beautiful  passages  from  the  pen  of  Isaiah.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  passages  from  the  9th,  40th, 
52nd,  and  53rd  chapters. 

For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given: 
and  the  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder:  and 
his  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counseller,  The 
mighty  God,  The  everlasting  Father,  The  Prince  of 
Peace,  (9:6.) 

Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  saith  your 
God.  Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and  cry 
unto  her,  that  her  warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her 
iniquity  is  pardoned:  for  she  hath  received  of  the 
Lord's  hand  double  for  all  her  sins.  (40:1,  2.) 

How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet 
of  him  that  hringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth 
peace;  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  pub- 
lisheth salvation;  that  saith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God 
reigneth!  (52:7.) 

He  is  despised  and  rejected  of  men;  a  man  of 
sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief:  and  we  hid  as 
it  were  our  faces  from  him;  he  was  despised,  and  we 
esteemed  him  not. 

Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried  our 
sorrows:  yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken,  smitten  of 
God,  and  afflicted. 

But  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he 
was  bruised  for  our  iniquities:  the  chastisement  of 
our  peace  was  upon  him;  and  with  his  stripes  we  are 
healed.  (53:3-5.) 

Isaiah's  greatest  message  is  his  testimony  of  the 
life  and  mission  of  the  Messiah.  It  is  the  burden 
of  the  book. 

Isaiah  is  the  Old  Testament  prophet  most  fre- 
quently quoted  in  the  New  Testament.  Jesus,  Paul, 
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and  Peter  often  quoted  his  words.  Paul,  especially, 
made  great  use  of  Isaiah.  The  now  famous  and 
familiar  passage  written  by  Paul  to  the  Corinthian 
saints — "0  death,  where  is  thy  sting?  0  grave,  where 
is  thy  victory?"  (1  Corinthians  15:55) — is  a  close 
parallel  to  Isaiah  25:8. 

Likewise  Paul's  classical  description  of  the  ap- 
parel used  by  the  Christian  soldier,  taking  the  shield 
of  faith,  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the 
spirit  (see  Ephesians  6:14),  seems  rooted  in  the 
earlier  comment  of  Isaiah  59:17. 

Paul's  inspiring  words:  "Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him"  (1  Corinthians  2:9),  echo  the  similar 
declaration  of  Isaiah  64:4. 

The  stirring  hymn,  "How  Firm  a  Foundation," 
is  adapted  from  Isaiah  41:10  and  43:2.  This  is  also 
the  case  with  portions  of  the  hymn,  "The  Spirit  of 
God  Like  a  Fire  Is  Burning,"  which  contain  traces 
of  Isaiah,  especially  from  1:26  and  11:6. 

Isaiah's  logic  in  combating  the  worship  of  idols 
is  found  in  chapter  44:13-20.  In  substance,  the 
prophet  points  out  the  irrationality  of  a  man  felling 
a  tree,  and  with  part  he  makes  a  fire,  and  with  part 
he  makes  an  idol.  The  man  is  master  of  them  both, 
but  the  fire  destroys  one  part,  and  he  worships  the 
other.  As  the  fire  is  able  to  turn  one  portion  into 
ashes,  so  it  is  that  the  idol  which  the  man  fashioned 
and  then  worshipped  is  really  nothing  more  than 
ashes. 

Isaiah's  Words  Are  to  All  Men 

Students  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  have  noted  the  great  similarity 
in  language  and  content  of  these  two  latter-day 
scriptures  to  the  Book  of  Isaiah.  Whole  chapters 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon  are  given  to  explanation  of 
the  words  of  Isaiah.  (See  1  Nephi  20,  21,  22;  2 
Nephi  6-28;  Mosiah  12,  14,  15.)  A  most  frequent 
title  used  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  reference  to 
the  Savior  is  "The  Holy  One  of  Israel."  In  the 
Bible  this  term  is  used  almost  exclusively  by  Isaiah. 
The  Book  of  Mormon  prophets  no  doubt  became 
familiar  with  this  term  through  Isaiah's   writings. 

Whole  sections  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
bear  a  close  linguistic  and  subject-matter  parallel 
to  portions  of  Isaiah.  (Compare  Section  133  with 
Isaiah  63  and  64;  also  Section  113  with  Isaiah  11 
and  52.) 

Indeed,  it  would  seem  that  every  person  who 
becomes  familiar  with  the  content  and  language  of 
these  latter-day  scriptures  will  discover  himself 
drawing  nearer  to  an  understanding  and  an  appre- 


ciation of  the  words  of  Isaiah.  As  indicated  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  Isaiah  spoke  of  all  the  house  of 
Israel  and  also  of  the  Gentiles;  therefore,  his  words 
can  be  applied  to  all  men.  He  spoke  also  of  things  to 
come. 

And  now,  the  words  which  I  shall  read  are  they 
which  Isaiah  spake  concerning  all  the  house  of  Israel; 
wherefore,  they  may  he  likened  unto  you,  for  ye  are 
of  the  house  of  Israel.  And  there  are  many  things 
which  have  been  spoken  by  Isaiah  which  may  be 
likened  unto  you,  because  ye  are  of  the  house  of 
Israel.  (2  Nephi  6:5.) 

And  now  I  write  some  of  the  words  of  Isaiah, 
that  whoso  of  my  people  shall  see  these  words  may 
lift  up  their  hearts  and  rejoice  for  all  men.  Now 
these  are  the  words,  and  ye  may  liken  them  unto 
you  and  unto  all  men.  (2  Nephi  11:8.) 

And  now,  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  ye  ought 
to  search  these  things.  Yea,  a  commandment  I  give 
unto  you  that  ye  search  these  things  diligently;  for 
great  are  the  words  of  Isaiah. 

For  surely  he  spake  as  touching  all  things  con- 
cerning my  people  which  are  of  the  house  of  Israel; 
therefore  it  must  needs  be  that  he  must  speak  also 
to  the  Gentiles. 

And  all  things  that  he  spake  have  been  and 
shall  be,  even  according  to  the  words  which  he  spake. 
(3  Nephi  23: 1-3.) 

Isaiah's  Pattern  of  Cause  and  Effect 

Isaiah  dealt  with  two  great  themes:  the  temporal 
and  the  spiritual  salvation  of  man.  To  clarify  these, 
he  spoke  of  a  Redeemer,  of  a  future  day  of  right- 
eousness, and  in  general  of  all  things  pertaining  to 
the  redemption  of  man  and  the  earth.  He  spoke  of 
rewards  and  punishments,  of  redemption  and  con- 
demnation, of  Israel  and  the  Gentiles,  of  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  Lord,  of  God's  purposes  with  man  on 
the  earth,  and  of  his  concern  for  the  covenant  people. 

The  message  of  Isaiah  sets  a  pattern  of  cause  and 
effect  occasioned  by  the  results  of  righteousness  and 
of  sin.  When  one  sees  this  pattern,  the  fundamental 
message  concerning  the  causes  of  man's  sorrows  and 
the  means  of  his  redemption  become  the  great  cor- 
nerstones of  the  words  of  Isaiah. 

So  much  of  Isaiah's  message  is  prophetic,  dealing 
with  the  millennial  era  upon  the  earth,  that  he  seems 
to  be  speaking  as  much  of  our  day  as  his  own.  He 
gives  a  message  of  hope  of  eventual  peace,  of  the 
ultimate  triumph  of  righteousness  over  evil,  and 
of  an  actual  kingdom  upon  the  earth— a  just  and 
holy  people  governed  by  a  just  and  holy  God. 
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So  many  burning  testimonies  have  come  through  the 
Book  of  Mormon  that  it  can  honestly  be  said  this  is  .  .  , 

A  BOOK  TO  BRING 
THE  WORLD  TO  CHRIST 

by  Joel  Richards'^ 


THE  HILL  CUMORAH 

In  June,  1907,  while  German  E.  Ellsworth  was  presiding  over  the 
Northern  States  Mission,  he  visited  the  Hill  Cumorah  with  Elder 
George  Albert  Smith  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve.  Standing  on 
the  hill,  President  Ellsworth  heard  an  unseen  voice  say:  "PUSH 
THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  RECORD  TAKEN  FROM 
THIS  HILL.  IT  WILL  HELP  TO  BRING  THE  WORLD 
TO  CHRIST." 


Art  by  Ed.  Maryon. 


I  heard  President  Ellsworth  relate  the  above 
incident  at  a  meeting  of  the  mission  presidents  and 
general  authorities  of  the  Church  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple,  March  31,  1948. 1  had  been  president  of  the 
Northwestern  States  Mission  for  only  three  and  a 
half  months  and  had  just  inaugurated  a  new  lesson 
plan  centered  around  the  Book  of  Mormon;  we  used 
this  book  instead  of  tracts  to  approach  new  contacts, 
as  the  missionaries  went  from  door  to  door  seeking 
investigators.  The  testimony  of  President  Ellsworth 
struck  a  responsive  chord  in  my  heart,  and  I  felt 
sure  we  were  on  the  right  track  in  pushing  distribu- 
tion of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Subsequent  experiences  and  testimonies  of  our 
missionaries  confirmed  that  the  promise  made  on 
the  Hill  Cumorah  was  being  fulfilled  in  our  mission 


(For  Course  8,  lesson  of  October  27,  "How  Does  the  Holy  Ghost 
Help  Us?";  for  Course  14,  lessons  of  December  8  to  29,  "The  Book 
of  Mormon";  for  Course  16,  lesson  of  December  29,  "Man's  Part  in 
Revelation";  for  Course  26,  lesson  of  November  3,  "Prayer  Is  the 
Soul's  Sincere  Desire";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  October  6,  "Dis- 
cern the  Things  of  God";  for  Course  30,  lessons  of  October  13  and 
November  3,  "A  New  •  Witness  for  Christ"  and  "Divinity  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  9;  and 
of  general  interest,) 


under  this  new  plan.  Our  convert  baptisms  increased 
in  about  the  same  ratio  as  the  number  of  copies  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon  distributed.  In  the  first  full 
year  of  the  operation  of  this  program,  convert  bap- 
tisms increased  over  250  percent — from  400  to  over 
1,000.  Our  missionaries  were  energetic  and  enthus- 
iastic in  their  work,  and  they  grew  to  love  the  Book 
of  Mormon  because  they  were  getting  results.  It  was 
thrilling  to  read  the  weekly  reports  of  their  experi- 
ences and  the  many  testimonies  of  investigators  who 
were  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  attending 
weekly  cottage  meetings. 

Testimonies 

Two  of  our  elders  told  of  leaving  a  Book  of  Mor- 
mon with  a  lady  and  then  having  to  make  several 
calls  back  before  finding  her  home  again.  When  they 

*Joel  Richards,  a  retired  life  insurance  underwriter,  is  patriarch 
for  the  Monument  Park  West  (Utah)  Stake  and  a  sealer  at  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple.  Born  in  Nephi,  Utah,  he  completed  a  mission 
to  Great  Britain  in  1913  and  served  as  president  of  the  Northwestern 
States  Mission  from  1947  to  1951.  He  was  also  a  stake  mission  presi- 
dent for  five  years  and  is  active  in  the  Sons  of  the  Utah  Pioneers. 
His  wife  is  Georgina  Spencer  Felt;  they  are  members  of  the  Monu- 
ment Park  10th  Ward  and  have  five  children. 
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finally  contacted  her,  she  said:  "I  know  the  Book 
of  Mormon  is  true  just  from  the  peace  and  comfort 
it  has  brought  into  our  home."  Four  months  later 
she  was  baptized. 

When  the  elders  called  back  on  one  man  with 
whom  they  had  left  a  Book  of  Mormon,  he  said: 
"We  have  some  mighty  smart  men  in  the  world  to- 
day, but  no  one  is  smart  enough  to  write  a  book 
Uke  that." 

A  70-year-old  lady  who  was  reading  the  Book 
of  Mormon  was  asked  what  she  thought  of  it.  Her 
eyes  filled  with  tears,  and  she  couldn't  speak  for  a 
few  minutes.  Then  she  told  how  much  joy  she  had 
gained  from  reading  and  studying  this  book.  She 
asked  to  be  baptized  as  soon  as  the  elders  felt  she 
was  ready. 

One  elder  told  of  being  prompted  by  the  Spirit 
to  call  at  a  certain  house  with  his  companion,  on 
their  way  to  their  tracting  district.  They  were  warm- 
ly received  by  the  lady  of  the  house,  who  said  she 
had  been  anxiously  waiting  for  them  to  call.  She 
showed  them  a  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  her 
husband  had  found  in  a  tubfull  of  old  books  he 
bought  at  an  auction  sale.  They  had  been  reading 
the  Book  of  Mormon  together,  and  they  knew  it 
was  true. 

Burning  the  Book  of  Mormon 

A  Methodist  minister  used  to  invite  his  parish- 
ioners to  bring  to  revival  meeting  their  unwanted 
religious  books  to  be  burned,  claiming  the  Bible 
contained  "all  the  word  of  God."  After  his  conver- 
sion to  the  Church  through  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
he  was  invited  to  speak  at  a  branch  meeting.-  He 
held  up  a  Book  of  Mormon  and  bore  this  testimony: 

"I  thank  God  for  this  new  revelation,  even  if  in 
days  gone  by  I  used  to  pour  oil  on  copies  of  this 
book  and  burn  them.  I  hope  the  Lord  will  forgive 
me,  for  now  I  know  this  book  is  true." 

According  to  his  desire,  this  ex-protestant  min- 
ister was  baptized  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  on 
January  6,  1950.  In  a  letter  to  me  soon  after  his 
baptism,  he  wrote:  "What  a  privilege  to  be  baptized 
in  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle!  Shortly  I  shall  take 
time  to  write  you  in  full  the  things  that  were  major 
in  my  passing  from  religious  confusion  to  unified 
certainty  about  God  and  all  things  that  matter 
most." 
A  Pocket  Edition 

A  CathoHc  girl  and  boy,  engaged  to  be  married, 
went  to  their  priest  to  talk  about  their  forthcoming 
marriage.  As  they  talked  with  him,  the  girl  felt 
impressed  to  break  off  their  engagement.  She  did 
so.   Later  she  met  and  married  an  inactive  Latter- 


day  Saint.  He  served  in  World  War  II,  and  while 
on  active  duty  he  received  a  pocket  edition  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  After  the  war  his  wife  was  look- 
ing through  his  trunk  one  day  and  found  the  book. 
She  started  to  read  it  and  became  very  interested. 
Then  the  thought  came  to  her,  "I  wonder  if  I  am 
doing  right."  So  she  went  to  her  priest  and  asked 
him  if  it  was  all  right  for  her  to  read  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  He  said,  "You  will  be  damned  if  you  do." 

She  left  the  Book  of  Mormon  alone  for  some 
time,  but  finally  her  curiosity  overcame  her  fear  and 
she  started  reading  it  again.  The  more  she  read,  the 
more  she  was  convinced  it  was  true.  She  told  her 
husband  of  her  feelings  toward  the  Book  of  Mormon 
and  said  she  would  like  to  know  more  about  the 
Mormons.  So  he  looked  up  the  missionaries  and 
invited  them  to  hold  cottage  meetings  in  their  home. 
In  a  short  time  the  wife  was  converted  and  baptized. 
In  time  her  husband  also  became  active  in  the 
Church,  and  later  they  were  both  called  on  a  stake 
mission  to  labor  among  the  Indians  in  that  area. 

A  devout  couple  who  were  teachers  in  a  Presby- 
terian Sunday  School  were  converted  to  the  Church 
by  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  attending  week- 
ly cottage  meetings.  One  day  the  elders  received  a 
letter  from  them  stating  they  were  resigning  from 
the  Presbyterian  Sunday  School  the  following  Sun- 
day morning.  They  concluded  the  letter  with  these 
words: 

"Give  our  love  to  all  of  our  new  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, and  our  endless  gratitude  goes  to  you  for  in- 
struction, understanding,  prayers,  and  our  most 
precious  gift — the  Book  of  Mormon.  We  will  all  be 
with  you  for  keeps  very  soon," 

A  Most  Impressive  Dream 

Now  I  should  like  to  tell  you  how  I  first  gained 
a  testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon. While  I  was  studying  this  book  of  scripture 
at  the  old  LDS  High  School^  years  ago,  one  night 
near  the  close  of  the  school  year,  after  preparing 
my  Book  of  Mormon  lesson,  I  had  a  most  impressive 
dream.  It  seemed  I  was  attending  college  with  a 
group  of  fellows  who  were  discussing  the  churches 
they  belonged  to.  When  asked  what  church  I  be- 
longed to,  I  said,  "The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints."  Then  one  of  the  young  men 
said,  "Oh,  you  are  a  Mormon,  are  you?"  And  when 
I  answered,  "Yes,"  they  began  ridiculing  the  Book 
of  Mormon  and  repeating  some  of  the  false  tales 
they  had  heard  about  it.  I  asked  how  many  of  them 

(Concluded  on  page  418.) 

iThe  Salt  Lake  Academy,  founded  in  1886  and  renamed  the  LDS 
College  in  1889,  had  departments  of  general  courses  for  high  school 
and  junior  college  students.  In  1931  it  became  the  LDS  Busiaess 
College.   (See  Milton  R.  Hunter,  The  Utah  Story;  page  285.) 
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{A  supplementary  Christmas  lesson  for  Course  Jf.) 


CHRISTMAS 
IS  A  TIME 
OF  GIVING 


by  Kathryn  B,  Vernon 

(Teachers:  The  Christmas  lesson  for  Course  4, 
Beginnings  of  Religious  Praise,  page  285,  is  de- 
signed to  help  children  gain  an  understanding  of 
Christmas  in  different  lands.  The  following  material 
is  presented  to  help  make  this  lesson  more  mean- 
ingful to  four-year-olds  in  your  particular  area.) 


(For  Course  3,  lessons  of  December  15  and  22,  "How  Our  Heav- 
enly Father  Showed  His  Love"  and  "Christmas  Is  a  Happy  Time"; 
for  Course  4,  lessons  of  December  15  and  22,  "The  Birthday  of 
Jesus"  and  "Christmas  Lesson";  for  Course  8,  lesson  of  December 
22,  "To  Give  and  Share,  True  Meaning  of  Christmas";  and  of 
interest  to  parents  of  yoiing  children.) 


Gifts  of  the  First  Christmas 

Discuss  the  first  Christmas  with  the  aid  of  a 
flannelboard  or  a  creche  (nativity  scene) .  Allow  the 
children  to  tell  as  much  of  the  story  as  they  can 
and  help  place  the  characters  where  they  should  go.^ 
(Each  child  could  be  given  a  figure  to  put  in  place 
at  the  proper  time.) 

Explain  how  gifts  were  given  at  the  time  of  the 
first  Christmas.  Make  sure  the  children  understand 
what  a  gift  is.  Show  them  that  a  gift  and  a  present 
are  the  same  thing.  Thfe  following  is  a  suggested 
dialogue: 

"Our  Heavenly  Father  sent  Jesus  to  earth  be- 
cause he  loved  us.  He  wanted  to  make  us  happy, 
so  he  gave  us  this  special  gift — his  son.  The  birth 
and  life  of  Jesus  were  indeed  a  special  gift,  because 
Jesus  showed  us  how  to  have  a  happy  life — he  gave 

^References : 

(a)  The  Christmas  story,  Luke  2:1-17. 

(b)  Flannelboard  stories  from  The  Instructor:  "The  Greatest 
Gift  of  All,"  by  Marie  F.  Felt,  October,  1963,  page  359;  "Christmas 
Came  First  in  Palestine,"  by  Marie  F.  Felt,  October,  1967,  page  399. 

(c)  Gertrude  Compton,  "The  Christmas  Story,"  from  The  Golden 
Christmas  Book;  Simon  and  Schuster,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1947;  page  70. 
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THE     INSTRUCTOR 


us  a  good  example  to  follow.  If  we  love  others  and 
follow  Jesus'  example,  we  will  be  happy. 

"When  Jesus  was  a  baby,  the  wise  men  brought 
gifts  to  him.  They  brought  gold  and  sweet  smell- 
ing herbs  to  the  baby  Jesus  because  they  loved  him. 

"When  people  give  gifts  or  presents,  how  do  they 
feel?  Are  they  happy?  Yes.  A  gift  makes  those 
who  receive  it  happy,  and  it  makes  those  who  give 
it  even  happier.  Would  you  like  to  make  a  gift  to 
give  to  someone  you  love?  Whom  do  you  love?" 

Make  a   Gift 

Help  the  children  make  a  gift  for  mothers — a  fan. 

Materials: 

Construction  paper  in  bright  colors  (2  for  each  child) 
Tongue  depressors  or  popsicle  sticks  (1  for  each  child) 
Glue 

Crayons  or  cutouts  from  old  cards 

Small   slips   of   paper   showing   printed    or    typewritten 
Christmas  wishes. 

Directions: 

1.  Before  class,  cut  the  construction  paper  into  a  shape 
that  would  be  a  good  fan: 


Christmas  ornament 


Christinas  tree 


Bell 


2.  Have  the  children  color  or  paste  a  picture  from  an 
old   card   on  one  piece   of  cut-out   construction   paper. 

3.  Paste  the  Christmas  wish  on  the  other  piece  of  paper. 

4.  Glue  the  backs  of  the  papers  together  with  the 
popsicle  stick  inserted  between  the  two  papers  and  pro- 
truding, as  a  handle,  at  the  bottom. 

For  fathers — a  pencil  holder. 

Materials: 

One  can  for  each  child  (soup  cans  are  very  good) 
Construction  paper — cut  to  fit  like  a  label  around  each 

can 
Felt  circles  to  fit  the  bottom  of  each  can 
Crayons  and  glue. 

Directions: 

1.  Color  a  Christmas  design  on  one  side  of  the  paper. 

2.  Glue  the  paper  around  the  can. 

3.  Glue  the  felt  circle  onto  the  bottom  of  the  can. 
(For  variation  on  the  pencil  holder:    (a)   wind  yarn  in 

Christmas  colors  around  the  can,  spreading  the  glue  lightly 
on  the  can  before  the  yarn  is  applied;  (b)  glue  bamboo 
strips   or   straws   around   the   can.) 

Celebrating  Christmas 

Since  the  time  gifts  were  given  to  the  Baby 
Jesus,  people  have  given  gifts.  Following  is  a  poem 
about  the  gifts  given  to  Jesus. 

The  angels  gave  a  song  to  earth 

To  tell  about  the  Christ  Child's  birth; 

Heaven  gave  its  loveliest  star 

To  guide  the  wise  men  from  afar; 

The  great  star  gave  a  glowing  light 

To  lead  the  shepherds  through  the  night; 


The  wise  men  brought  many  a  costly  thing 
To  give  the  little  Christmas  King; 
But  the  dear  baby,  sweet  and  small 
Was  the  most  precious  gift  of  all/ 

— Eleanor  Welch  Snow. 

Christmas  has  been  celebrated  in  many  different 
ways  since  the  Christ  Child's  birth,  and  today  it  is 
celebrated  differently  all  over  the  world.  Talking 
specifically  of  your  own  area,  tell  how  people  cele- 
brated Christmas  many  years  ago.  Make  this  as 
local  as  possible.  You  might  tell  the  children  about 
a  special  Christmas  that  their  parents  or  grandpar- 
ents had.  Check  with  the  families  in  your  area  for 
help  in  this  part  of  the  lesson. 

The  First  Christmas  in  the  Valley 

Here  is  an  example  for  those  who  live  in  Utah. 
It  is  the  story  of  the  first  Christmas  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Valley  after  the  pioneers  arrived: 

"The  first  Christmas  the  pioneers  spent  in  Utah 
was  very  hard.  Most  of  the  people  lived  in  the  fort 
because  they  didn't  have  any  homes.  The  winter 
was  cold,  and  they  suffered  because  they  didn't  have 
enough  food  to  eat  or  clothing  to  keep  them  warm. 
But  still  they  were  grateful  to  be  in  their  new  home. 

"Christmas  came  on  a  Saturday  that  year,  so 
the  people  waited  until  Sunday  to  celebrate  it  with 
special  church  services.  There  was  too  much  work 
to  do  to  take  time  off  during  the  week.  On  Sat- 
urday the  men  gathered  sagebrush  and  plowed  in 
the  fields  while  the  women  did  their  work  and  pre- 
pared for  Sunday.  Then  on  Sunday,  the  day  of  rest, 
the  pioneers  gathered  around  the  flagpole  in  the 
center  of  the  fort  for  a  meeting.  They  prayed  and 
sang  together  and  heard  some  wonderful  talks.  They 
thanked  their  Heavenly  Father  for  keeping  them 
safe  and  helping  them  come  to  Utah.  The  hymn 
they  liked  most  and  sang  the  very  best  that  day 
was,  'Come,  Come  Ye  Saints.'  (Perhaps  at  this 
point  the  children  could  sing  this  h5Tnn  if  they 
know  it.) 

"For  dinner  that  day  they  had  boiled  rabbit  and 
bread.  It  wasn't  a  big  dinner  like  we  eat  today, 
but  to  them  it  tasted  very  good.  They  had  more 
to  eat  that  day  than  they  usually  did,  so  they  were 
grateful. 

"These  people  didn't  have  stores  full  of  beauti- 
ful toys  and  clothes  like  we  have  today,  but  they 
shared  all  that  they  had  with  each  other.  Some- 
times a  daddy  would  give  a  beaver  skin  or  a  buffalo 
robe  to  his  wife  and  children.  Sometimes  he  would 
give  them  a  venison  (deer)  roast  or  a  wild  duck  or 
goose.  The  families  were  very  happy  to  receive  these 

(Concluded  on  page  418.) 

="The  First  Christmas  Gifts,"  by  Eleanor  Welch  Snow;  The  Chil- 
dren's Friend,   December,   1946;    page  518.   Used  by   perm.ission. 
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Quarterly  Outline  of  Sunday  School  Lessons 

2nd  Quarter,  1968-69 


COURSE  OF 
STUDY 
1968-69 

Course  No.  3: 

Gospel  Lessons 

for 

Little  Ones* 

Course  No.  4: 

Beginnings  of 

Religious  Praise* 

Course  No.  6: 
Growing  in 
the  Gospel, 
Part  II* 

Course  No.  8: 

Living  Our 

Religion,  Part  II* 

Course  No.  10: 

History  of  the 

Church    for 

Children 

Course  No.  12: 

Scripture  Lessons 

in  Leadership 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES 

3 

Advanced  Nursery 

4 

Kindergarten 
5,  6 

Primary 
7,  8 

9,  10 

11,  12 

Date  of  Lesson 
DECEMBER  1 

We  Love  Our 

Friends  and 

Neighbors 

(49) 

Jesus  Loved 
Little  Children 

(9) 

Jesus  Christ 

Organized 

the  Church 

(13) 

Great  Men 

Repent 

(14) 

Exodus 

to  Missouri 

(13) 

A  Leader 

Is  Humble 

(12) 

DECEMBER  6 

How  We  Shov/ 
Our  Love 

(50) 

God  Sent 

His  Son 

(10) 

Jesus  Chose 

Twelve  Apostles 

(15) 

A  Special 

Person 

(15) 

Sorrowful 

Days  in 

Missouri 

(14) 

A  Leader 

Is  Loyal 

(13) 

DECEMBER  15 

How  Our 

Heavenly  Father 

Showed  His  Love 

(51) 

The  Birthday 

of  Jesus 

(51) 

Jesus  Visited 

America 

(16) 

Heavenly 

Father's  Gift 

to  the  World 

(50) 

An   Illinois 

Homeland 

(15) 

A  Leader 

Is  Patient 

(14) 

DECEMBER  22 

Christmas  Is  a 
Happy  Time 

(52) 

Christmas 
Lesson 

(52) 

lesus   Was    Born 

to  Serve 
in  the  Kingdom 

(51) 

To  Give  and 

Share  Is  True 

Meaning  of 

Christmas     (51) 

Christmas 

Christmas 

DECEMBER  29 

Our  Baby 
(5) 

Heavenly  Father 

Wants  Us  To 

Talk  to  Him 

(26) 

Priesthood 

Remained  on 

Earth 

(17) 

The  Poor 

in  Spirit 

(16) 

Nauvoo, 

the  Beautiful 

(16) 

A  Leader 
Is  a   Builder 

(15) 

1969 
JANUARY  5 

Other 
People's  Babies 

(6) 

We  Pray 
at  Home 

(27) 

Priesthood 

Taken  Away 

(18) 

Those  Who  Are 

Humble  and 

Teachable 

(17) 

The  Nauvoo 

Temple 

(17) 

Review 
(16) 

JANUARY  12 

Familiar 
Animal  and 
Bird   Babies 

(7) 

We  Pray 

at  Church 

(28) 

Priesthood 

Was  Restored 

(19) 

The   Kingdom 

of  Heaven 

Is  Ours 

(18) 

Joseph   Smith 

among   Friends 

and  Enemies 

(18) 

A  Leader 

Has  Faith 

(17) 

JANUARY  19 

The   Baby  Jesus 

(8) 

We   Learn 

How  To  Live 

(41) 

The  Church 

Was  Organized 

(20) 

What  Can 

We  Do? 

(20) 

How  the 
Mormons  Lost 

Their  First 
Leader     (19) 

A  Leader 

Serves  the  Lord 

(18) 

JANUARY  26 

We  Are  Kind 

to   Ourselves 

(23) 

Our 

Families 

(42) 

Heavenly  Father's 

Kingdom 

Founded  upon 

Love  (22) 

God's  Will 

Be  Done 

(21) 

Joseph  Smith, 

Our   First 

President 

(20) 

A  Leader 

Is  Obedient 

(19) 

FEBRUARY  2 

We  Are  Kind 
to  Our  Friends 

(24) 

Our  Friends 
and   Neighbors 

(43) 

We  Love 
Our  Neighbors 

(23) 

The  Meek 

Are  Humble 

in   Spirit 

(22) 

The  Twelve 

Apostles   Lead 

the  Church 

(21) 

A  Leader 
Is  Guided 

(20) 

FEBRUARY  9 

We  Are  Kind 

to  Pets  and 

Other  Animals 

(25) 

Our  Animal 
Friends 

(44) 

The  Lord  Tells 
His  Servants 

(24) 

For  of  Such 

Is   the  Kingdom 

of  Heaven 

(23) 

Homes  in 

the  Wilderness 

(22) 

A  Leader 

Stays  Away 

from   Evil 

(21) 

FEBRUARY  16 

We  Are  Kind 

to  Each  Other 

At  Sunday  School 

(26) 

We  Share 

with  Others 

(45) 

We  Study 
Truth 

(25) 

Those  Who 

Seek  the  Truth 

(24) 

Pioneer  Life 

in  Winter 

Quarters 

(23) 

A  Leader 
Does  Not  Put  Off 

(22) 

FEBRUARY  23 

We  Have  Things 
That  Belong  to  Us 

(27) 

Our  Many 
Helpers 

(46) 

The  Lord 

Has  Given 

Us  Laws 

(26) 

Great  Men 
Seek  Truth 

(25) 

President  Young 

Guides  Pioneers 

Westward 

(24) 

A  Leader 

Shares 

(23) 

*  Junior  Sunday  School  lessons  have  been  rearranged  for  more  effective  presentation 
at  appropriate  times  of  year.  Enrichment  in  The  Instructor  will  be  planned  to  support 
lessons  as  outlined  above. 
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Quarterly  Outline  of  Sunday  School  Lessons 

2nd  Quarter,  1968-69 


Course  No.  14: 
A  Marvelous  Work 
and  a  Wonder** 

Course  No.  16: 

An  Introduction 

to  the  Gospel 

Course  No.  18: 

Scriptures  of  The 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ 

of  Latter-day  Saints 

Course  No.  23: 

Teaching 

the 

Gospel 

Course  No.  26: 

Family  Home 

Evening 

Course  No.  28: 

Teachings  of  the 

Doctrine  and 

Covenants 

Course  No.  30: 
A  Marvelous  Work 
and  a  Wonder** 

13,  14 

15,   16 

17-22 

Presenrvice 
Teachers- 
Adults 

Family 
Relations- 
Adults 

Gospel  Doctrine<— 
Adults 

Gospel  Essentials — 
Adults 

Review 
(13) 

Eternal 

Progression 

(11) 

The  Book  of  Job 
(13) 

Teaching  about 

Persons  and 

Their  Qualities 

(10) 

Faith  in 

Christ,  the 

Son  of  God 

(13) 

Review 

Mission  of  the 

Holy.  Ghost 

(14) 

Unit  5 

Book  of  Mormon 

(14) 

Revelation 

Is  Continuous 

(12) 

Israel— A  Chosen 
and  Covenant  People 

(14) 

Teaching  about 

Inner  Feelings 

of  People 

(11) 

Developing 

Faith  in  Christ 

(14) 

How  To 

Exercise 

Authority 

(12) 

Personality 

of  the 

Holy  Ghost 

(15) 

Unit  5 

Book  of  Mormon 

(15) 

Review 

The  Books  of  the 

New  Testament 

(15) 

Teaching   about 

Objects  and 

Substances 

(12) 

1,  the  Lord, 

Remember 

Them  No  More 

(15) 

The  Worth 

of  Souls 

(13) 

Priesthood 

Authority 

(16) 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Teaching   Ideas 

Involving  the 

Physical  World 

(13) 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Unit  5 

Book  of  Mormon 

(16) 

Man's  Part 
in   Revelation 

(13) 

Some    Unique    Characteristics 
of   the  New  Testament 

(16) 

Teaching  Gospel 

Principles 

(14) 

In  Their 

Hearts 

(16) 

What  To 

Preach 

(14) 

Review 

Unit  5 
Book  of  Mormon 

(17) 

Verifying 

Revelation 

(14) 

''The  Worth 
of  the  Individual 

(17) 

Organizing 

Lesson  Content 

(15) 

Sweet  (?) 
Revenge 

(17) 

Salvation 

for  All 

Men 

(15) 

Melchizedek 

Priesthood 

Officers 

(17) 

Unit  6 
Salvation 

(18) 

The  Bible 
(15) 

The  Grace 
of  Christ 

(18) 

Using  a  Plan 
(16) 

Thou  Shalt* 
Be  Reconciled 

(18) 

There  Are 

Many  Glories 

(16) 

Aaronic 

Priesthood 

Officers     (18) 

Unit  6 

Pre-existence 

(19) 

Other 

Scriptures 

(16) 

The  Resurrection 
and   Eternal   Life 

(19) 

Extending  Lessons 

Beyond 

Classroom 

(17) 

A  Commitment 
To  Serve 

(19) 

Save 

Our  Dead 

(17) 

Auxiliaries,  Other 
Church  Aids 

(19) 

Unit  6 

Mortality 

(20) 

Nature  and 

Mission  of  a 

Prophet 

(17) 

The  Christian  Church 
(20) 

Tests 

Aid   Learning 

(18) 

Then  Cometh 

the  Comforter 

(20) 

Save 
Our  Dead 
(Continued) 

(18) 

Elijah's 

Mission 

(20) 

Unit  6 
Post-mortality 

(21) 

Review 

The   Book  of  Mormon 
(21) 

Knowing 
Class  Members 

(19) 

Enjoy  Your 
Neighbor 

(21) 

Review 

Work  for 
the  Dead 

(21) 

Unit  6 

Kingdoms  of 

Glory 

(22) 

Jesus  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God 

(18) 

Getting  Acquainted   with 
the   Book  of  Mormon 

(22) 

Classroom 

Atmosphere 

and  Control 

(20) 

When  You 

Partake  of 

the  Sacrament 

(22) 

Marriage 
(19) 

Marriage 
for  Eternity 

(22) 

Unit  6 
Exaltation 

(23) 

Mission  of 

Jesus  Christ 

(19) 

Distinctive  Characteristics 

of  the 

Book  of  Mormon 

(23) 

Teaching  To 
Develop  Love 

(21) 

Eternal 
Companions 

(23) 

"Is 

Any  Sick 

Among  You?" 

(20) 

Candidates 
for  Godhood 

(23) 

Unit  6 
Atonement 

(24) 

The  Way  of 
Salvation 

(20) 

Review 

Cultivating 

Reverence 

(22) 

Review 

The  Riches 
of  the  Earth 

(21) 

Gathering 
of  Israel 

(24) 

Numbers  in  parentheses  are  manual  lesson  nimibers. 
**  Separate  Teacher's  Supplements  are  provided  for  Courses  14  and  30. 


OCTOB  ER      1968 


417 


A  BOOK  TO  BRING  THE  WORLD  TO  CHRIST    (Concluded  from  page  413.) 


had  read  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  not  one  respond- 
ed. Then  there  came  over  me  a  testimony,  burning 
in  every  fibre  of  my  being,  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was  true.  I  bore  my  testimony  to  them  and  prom- 
ised them  that  if  they  would  read  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon with  a  sincere  desire  to  know  the  truth,  and 
if  they  would  pray  about  it,  they  would  also  know  it 
was  true.  Then  I  awoke.  A  few  days  later  I  was  again 
preparing  a  Book  of  Mormon  lesson,  which  included 
the  tenth  chapter  of  Moroni,  when  I  read  these  won- 
derful words: 

And  when  ye  shall  receive  these  things,  I  would 
exhort  you  that  ye  would  ask  God,  the  Eternal  Fa- 
ther, in  the  name  of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not 
true;  and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with 
real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ,  he  will  manifest 


the  truth  of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  (Moroni  10:4.) 

As  I  read  this  promise,  I  realized  it  was  almost 
identical  with  the  one  I  had  made  my  schoolmates 
in  my  dream,  and  there  came  over  me  the  same  burn- 
ing testimony  I  had  felt  in  that  dream.  But  this  time 
I  was  wide  awake,  and  I  knew  beyond  all  shadow 
of  doubt  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  true  and 
had  been  translated  by  the  gift  and  power  of  God. 
That  testimony  has  grown  stronger  as  I  have  ob- 
served the  effects  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  the 
lives  of  others — how  it  has  been  the  means  of  "the 
convincing  of  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ,  the  Eternal  God,  manifesting  himself 
unto  all  nations."- 

^From  the  flyleaf  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  second  paragraph. 
Library  File  Reference :  BOOK  OF  MORMON. 


CHRISTMAS  IS  A  TIME  OF  GIVING    (Concluded  from  page  415.) 


gifts.  They  were  happy  and  grateful  for  all  their 
blessings.^ 

"In  those  days  people  didn't  have  the  pretty  dec- 
orations and  ornaments  that  we  have  today,  so  they 
made  their  own.  They  used  the  things  they  could 
find  around  home  and  the  plants  growing  wild  near- 
by. Would  you  like  to  make  some  homemade  decor- 
ations?" 

Decorate  a  Christmas  Tree 

Paper  chains — make  them  red,  green,  or  in  all  colors. 

Materials: 

Construction   paper  cut   in  one-inch   strips   across   the 

short  side  of  the  paper 
Glue. 

Directions: 

1.  Put  a  little  glue  on  the  end  of  one  strip. 

2.  Press  this  end  onto  the  other  end  of  the  strip  to 
make  a  circle. 

3.  Put  a  Uttle  glue  on  the  end  of  the  next  strip. 

4.  Slip  one  end  through  the  circle  just  made  and  then 
press  the  ends  together. 

5.  Continue  until  the  chain  reaches  the  desired  length. 

Popcorn  or  cranberry  chains. 

Materials: 

Darning  needle 

Strong  string 

Fresh,  raw  cranberries 

Popped  popcorn  (not  buttered) . 

Directions: 

1.  Thread  the  darning  needle  with  the  string  and  tie  a 
big  knot  at  the  end. 

2.  Push  the  needle  through  the  middle  of  a  piece  of 


ssee  "The  First  Christmas  in  the  Valley,"  by  Goldie  B.  Despain, 
The  Instructor,  October,   1966,   page   391.    (See   also   cover  picture.) 


popcorn  or  a  cranberry  and  pull  it  to  the  end  of  the 
string. 
3.  When  the  popcorn  or  cranberry  string  is  long  enough, 
pull  off  the  needle  and  tie  a  big  knot  in  the  end 
of  the  string  to  keep  the  popcorn  or  cranberries  from 
falling  off.  (Show  cover  picture  of  The  Instructor, 
December,  1965.) 

Each  chain  may  be  just  popcorn  or  just  cran- 
berries, or  popcorn  and  cranberries  can  be  alternated 
on  the  same  chain. 

One  way  of  enjoying  these  decorations  and  cap- 
turing the  spirit  of  a  pioneer  Christmas  would  be  to 
have  a  small  Christmas  tree  in  the  room  that  the 
children  can  decorate.  Let  them  actually  pretend 
they  are  in  an  old  cabin  and  are  decorating  the 
room  just  as  the  pioneers  did.  An  additional  touch 
may  be  given  by  making  some  cutout  cookies  with 
strings  attached  that  can  be  hung  on  the  tree.  Have 
these  in  a  box  and  bring  them  out  just  as  the  chil- 
dren have  completed  making  their  decorations  and 
are  beginning  to  place  them  on  the  tree. 

When  the  tree  is  decorated,  sit  around  it  and  sing 
as  the  pioneers  did. 

Conclusion:  Reemphasize  the  "giving"  part  of 
Christmas  and  tell  how  the  ways  of  celebrating 
Christmas  change:  "We  celebrate  Christmas  differ- 
ently than  did  the  shepherds  and  the  wise  men  who 
saw  the  star  when  Christ  was  bom;  and  we  celebrate 
differently  than  our  grandparents  did  a  long  time 
ago.  But  the  meaning  of  Christmas  is  the  same  all 
over  the  world,  and  the  gift  of  Jesus  to  us  is  hon- 
ored and  loved  by  Christians  everywhere,  however 
they  may  celebrate  Christmas." 

Library  File  Reference:  CHRISTMAS. 
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Missing  Scriptures 
of  New  Testaraent 

Tlraes 

by  Richard  Lloyd  Anderson 


All  scripture  is  incomplete.  For  the  simple  reason  that 
only  a  fragment  of  the  life  of  anyone  can  be  written  in 
a  book,  scripture  can  contain  only  representative  por- 
tions of  the  actions  of  the  greatest  servants  of  God. 


The  above-stated,  obvious  historical  truth  has 
doctrinal  implications:  since  only  samplings  of  the 
teachings  of  any  prophet  have  been  recorded  in 
the  first  place,  and  many  manuscripts  since  then 
have  been  incompletely  gathered  or  lost,  it  is  highly 
unlikely  that  the  modem  world  possesses  the  full 
knowledge  of  Christ  and  his  apostles  enjoyed  by 
the  primitive  Christians.  Such  a  conclusion  does 
not  harmonize  easily  with  orthodox  creeds,  which 
insist  on  presenting  the  Bible  as  containing  "the 
whole  counsel  of  God,"  including  everything  neces- 
sary for  "man's  salvation,  faith  and  life."^  Such 
thinking  is  now  challenged  by  many  Christians,  but 
Latter-day  Saints  for  years  have  found  it  useful  to 
show  the  limitations  of  past  scripture  as  a  means 
of  illustrating  the  need  for  further  revelation  from 
God. 

Biographers  of  Christ's  Ministry 

The  most  important  subject  of  sacred  history  is 
Jesus  Christ.  Yet  none  of  his  followers  ever  at- 
tempted more  than  a  fragmentary  survey  of  his  life. 
The  educated  convert,  Luke,  writing  after  Matthew 
and  Mark  but  before  John,  obseived  that  many 
had  attempted  to  organize  a  narrative  of  Christ's 
ministry.  (See  Luke  1:1.)  If  strictly  accurate,  such 
a  statement  implies  the  existence  of  other  early 
Christian  Gospels  besides  those  now  accepted.  The 
fact  that  Luke  could  bring  out  so  much  new  material 
about  the  birth  and  missionary  activities  of  Christ 


points  to  the  richness  of  unrecorded  or  lost  materials 
on  the  life  of  the  Lord.  For  instance,  it  is  foolish  to 
count  the  number  of  Christ's  miracles,  because  many 
healings  are  generally  reported  but  not  described  in 
the  Gospel  record.  (See  Mark  1:32-39.)  John  makes 
this  precise  point  in  the  context  of  the  miraculous 
resurrection  appearances:  "And  many  other  signs 
truly  did  Jesus  in  the  presence  of  his  disciples,  which 
are  not  written  in  this  book."  (John  20:30.) 

Such  missing  "Acts  of  Jesus"  are  matched  by 
obviously  missing  teachings.  Church  leaders  and 
scholars  of  the  generations  after  the  apostles  quote 
many  statements  as  coming  from  Jesus  that  are  not 
found  in  the  New  Testament  Gospels.  About  a 
hundred  such  sayings  were  known  prior  to  the  re- 
cent discovery  of  the  writings  of  the  deviant  Gnostic 
movement,  which  added  another  hundred  statements 
attributed  to  Jesus  that  were  used  as  proof-texts  for 
their  perversions  of  Christianity.^  Scholars  term 
these  statements  attributed  to  Christ  but  not  found 
in  the  Gospels  agrapha,  a  Greek  work  meaning  basic- 
ally "unwritten  sayings."  The  best  example  of  an 
authentic  non- Gospel  saying  of  Christ  is  a  quota- 
tion made  by  Paul.  In  giving  his  own  self-sustain- 
ing missionary  service  as  an  example  to  Christian 
leaders,  Paul  asked  them  to  remember  "the  words 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said.  It  is  more  blessed 
to  give  than  to   receive."    (Acts   20:35.)    Such  a 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 


(For  Course  18.  lessons  of  December  15  and  29,   "Books  of  the 

New    Testament"    and    "Some   Unique    Characteristics    of    the    New 
Testament";  and  of  general  interest.) 

iThe  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  chapter  1;  cited  by  Phillip 
Schaff,  The  Creeds  oj  Christendom;  Baker  Book  House,  Grand  Rap- 
ids, Michigan,  1966;  Volume  III,  page  600. 


^Noncanonical  sayings  of  Jesus  are  best  surveyed  in  two  avail- 
able works:  (a)  Joachim  Jeremias,  Unknown  Sayings  of  Jesus, 
translated  by  Reginald  H.  Fuller;  Alec  R.  Allenson,  Inc.,  Naperville, 
Illinois,  1961;  (b)  Robert  M.  Grant  and  David  Noel  Freedman, 
Secret  Sayings  oi  Jesus;  Doubleday  &  Company,  Inc.,  New  York, 
N.Y.,  1961. 
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MISSING  SCRIPTURES   OF  NEW  TESTAMENT  TIMES    (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


statement  of  undoubted  origin  in  the  group  that 
knew  Christ  personally  is  a  precious  summary  of 
the  Lord's  own  teaching  on  love. 

It  is  clear  that  the  Gospels  are  accurate  but  in- 
complete records,  and  early  Christian  tradition  gave 
this  as  the  reason  that  John  wrote  his  Gospel.  This 
last  "biographer"  of  Christ  could  not  narrate  the 
entire  untold  story,  however,  for  the  close  of  the 
final  Gospel  stresses  the  fragmentary  nature  of  our 
recorded  knowledge  of  Christ's  earthly  ministry. 
"There  are  also  many  others  things  which  Jesus  did," 
the  last  apostle  insists,  and  should  they  be  written, 
"I  suppose  that  even  the  world  itself  could  not  con- 
tain the  books  that  should  be  written."  (John  21: 
25.) 

Gaps  in  the  Scriptural  Record 

If  there  are  gaps  in  the  scriptural  record  of 
Christ,  there  is  nothing  to  give  a  connected  narra- 
tive of  the  life  of  any  apostle  except  Paul.  Luke's 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  might  better  be  titled,  "The 
Background  and  Success  of  Paul's  Gentile  Missions." 
The  historical  remnants  there  about  Peter,  John, 
and  the  two  prominent  apostles  named  James,  all 
relate  to  the  period  prior  to  full-scale,  worldwide 
efforts  of  the  early  Church.  Although  there  is  only 
one  "Acts  of  the  Apostles"  in  the  New  Testament,  a 
separate  Book  of  Acts  for  each  apostle  would  have 
furnished  subsequent  Christians  with  more  accurate 
knowledge  of  Christian  doctrine  and  organization, 
not  to  mention  inspirational  examples  of  Christian 
courage  and  gospel  living.  The  martyrdom  of  James, 
the  brother  of  the  Lord,  is  recorded  in  Eusebius' 
collection  of  Christian  historical  traditions,  but  it 
is  not  found  in  the  New  Testament.  The  same  au- 
thor describes  the  closing  years  of  the  mortal  life  and 
ministry  of  the  Apostle  John— important  informa- 
tion not  included  in  the  Bible. 

Even  though  Luke  devoted  the  greater  portion 
of  Acts  to  the  works  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  the  in- 
completeness of  scripture  is  underscored  by  Luke's 
deficient  account  of  Paul's  life.  Without  going  into 
detail,  the  greatest  flaw  is  the  lack  of  any  narrative 
of  Paul's  closing  days,  despite  considerable  early 
Christian  information  that  both  Paul  and  Peter  suf- 
fered martyrdom  in  Rome  under  Nero. 

Lost  Writings  of  Paul 

Perhaps  Luke  failed  to  write  more  about  Paul 
because  the  pressures  of  practical  Church  service 
robbed  him  of  further  time  to  write.  In  the  case  of 
Paul's  own  writings,  however,  it  is  a  severe  loss  that 
many  letters  he  wrote  simply  have  not  been  pre- 
served.   One  clear  New  Testament  example  is  his 


early  Corinthian  letter  giving  apostolic  instruction 
not  to  fellowship  unrepentant  adulterers.  Paul  de- 
scribes this  lost  letter  in  1  Corinthians  5:9;  and  in 
view  of  his  constant  communication  with  this  branch, 
there  may  be  other  lost  Corinthian  letters.  The 
second  clear  New  Testament  example  of  a  lost  letter 
of  Paul  is  that  to  the  Laodiceans,  alluded  to  in 
Paul's  instructions  to  the  neighboring  branch  at 
Colossae  to  borrow  the  letter  and  read  it.  (See  Col- 
ossians  4:16.)  Although  a  letter  by  that  name  is 
found  in  Christian  literature,  its  anemic  tone  con- 
vinces no  major  scholar  that  the  genuine  Laodicean 
letter  has  been  preserved.^ 

In  addition  to  direct  New  Testament  references, 
a  little  probing  into  Paul's  Hfe  shows  that  he  prob- 
ably wrote  many  letters  not  found  in  the  Bible.  The 
earliest  preserved  correspondence  with  any  Christian 
branch  is  found  in  the  Thessalonian  letters,  probably 
written  in  50  or  51  A.D.  But  Paul  had  been  an  ac- 
tive Christian  missionary  for  some  17  years  by  that 
time,  and  he  alludes  in  2  Thessalonians  3:17  to  his 
personal  signature  as  the  "sign"  of  genuineness  "in 
every  epistle" — language  that  hardly  points  to  these 
letters  as  the  first  he  ever  wrote.  Further,  in  a  sec- 
ond-century letter,  the  bishop  Polycarp,  who  had 
known  John,  wrote  to  the  Philippians  praising  Paul, 
who  he  said  had  instructed  them  personally  when 
present,  "and  also  when  he  was  absent  wrote  letters 
to  you."*  Since  a  single  letter  to  the  Philippians 
appears  in  the  New  Testament,  it  is  probable  both 
from  this  reference  and  Paul's  continual  contact  with 
this  favored  branch  that  there  are  other  PhiUppian 
letters  written  by  Paul  but  now  lost. 

Our  Only  Record  of  Christ's  Earthly  Ministry 

The  study  of  the  New  Testament  is  most  im- 
portant to  Latter-day  Saints,  for  in  no  other  stan- 
dard work  can  they  read  of  the  earthly  ministry  of 
their  Savior  and  the  message  of  the  disciples  who 
knew  him  personally  or  received  information  directly 
from  those  who  walked  with  him.  Important  as  that 
book  is,  it  is  incomplete  in  its  present  state.  This 
means  that  it  cannot  be  the  infalhble  guide  to  faith 
and  practice  that  certain  Christians  have  assumed  it 
to  be.  One  who  really  accepts  the  New  Testament 
will  read  it  and  be  informed  on  its  contents.  One 
thus  informed  must  appreciate  its  eternal  truths 
but  respect  its  weaknesses.  BeHef  in  modem  reve- 
lation is  not  in  any  sense  inconsistent  with  the 
New  Testament. 

»A  convenient  translation  of  the  spurious  Laodicean  letter  is 
found  in  D.  Edmond  Hiebert,  An  Introduction  to  the  Pauline 
Epistles;  Moody  Press,  Chicago,   111.,   1954;   pages  231,   232. 

*Polycarp,    "Epistle   to   the   Philippians,"    3:2;    cited    by    Kirsopp 
Lake,  The  Apostolic  Fathers;  Harvard  University  Press,   Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,   1949;  Volume  1,   page  287.  Italics   added. 
Library  FUe  Reference:  SCRIPTURES— NEW  TESTAMENT. 
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(Only  samplings  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  the  prophets  are  re- 
corded in  the  New  Testament.  Manuscripts  incompletely  gathered  or  lost 
make  it  highly  unlikely  that  the  modern  world  has  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
and  his  apostles  available  to  the  primitive  Christians.) 


MIRACLES 

These  are  often  partially  de- 
scribed or  not  even  recorded. 
(Mark  1:32-34;  John  20:30-31.) 

DEEDS 

A  fraction  of  his  life  only  is  re- 
ported in  the  Gospels.  (John 
21:25.) 


CHRIST'S 
MINISTRY 


TEACHINGS 

Some  of  Jesus'  known  sayings 
are  not  in  Gospels.  (Acts  20:35.) 

OTHER  GOSPELS 

"Many"   authors   compiled   Je- 
sus' history.  (Luke  1:1-4.) 


PAUL 

No  record  of  the  close  of  his 
ministry  exists. 


APOSTLES' 
ACTS 


OTHER  APOSTLES 

There  is  no  connected   record 
of  their  ministry. 


EARLIEST  LETTERS 

None  preserved  from  the  first 
17  years  of  his  ministry.  (Com- 
pare 2  Thessolonians  3:17.) 

LOST  CORINTHIAN   LETTER 

"I  wrote  unto  you  in  an  epistle 
not  to  company  with  fornica- 
tors." (1  Corinthians  5:9.) 


(See  article  opposite.) 


PAUL'S 
LETTERS 


LETTER   TO   LAODICEA 

"Likewise  read  the  epistle  from 
Laodicea."  (Colossians  4:16.) 


LOST   PHILIPPIAN    LETTERS 

Bishop  Polycarp  alludes  to  more 
than  one  Philippian  letter. 
(Polycarp  to  Philippians  3:2.) 


-Compiled  by  Richard  Lloyd  Anderson. 
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Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 


HYENAS 


SPOTTED  HYENAS:    "HUNTERS  nobody  KNOWS. 


Ever  had  an  experience  with 
spotted  hyenas?  Neither  have  I. 
But  I  have  read  about  them  and 
have  heard  friends  who  have  been 
to  Africa  tell  about  hyenas. 

My  ideas  about  hyenas  have 
been  about  the  same  as  most  peo- 
ple's, I  suppose:  A  hyena  is  a 
shabby  beast  with  short  hind  legs, 
looking  rather  like  a  big  mongrel 
dog  which  has  just  passed  through 
a  burr-filied  thicket.  A  hyena  is 
cowardly.  He  is  a  scavenger,  sub- 
sisting on  the  leftovers  of  more 
kingly  hunters  in  Africa's  animal 
world. 

Then  I  read  an  article^  by  a 
young  Dutch  scientist  who  has 
taken  the  time  to  really  get  ac- 
quainted with  the  spotted  hyena. 
The  scientist,  Hans  Kruuk,  PhD, 
studied  the  animal  in  his  African 
habitat.  Dr.  Kruuk's  study  extend- 
ed over  four  years,  and  much  of 
that  time  he  and  his  wife  Jane 
lived  in  a  small  wooden  cabin  in 
a  big-game  region  known  as  the 
Ngorongoro  Crater  in  Tanzania.- 
They  followed  the  hyena  by  day 
and  night,  often  with  a  trusted 
Land  Rover,  They  recorded  what 
they  saw  and  heard  with  the  help 
of  a  camera,  tape  recorder,  binocu- 
lars, drug-bearing  darts,  ear  mark- 
ings on  the  animals,  and  the 
Kruuks'  own  intense  desire  to  dis- 
cover what  the  hyena  was  really 
like. 

(For  Course  12,  lesson  of  October  6,  "A 
Leader  Loves  His  Fellowmen";  for  Course  18, 
lesson  of  January  5,  "The  Worth  of  the  In- 
dividual"; for  Course  26,  lessons  of  October 
13  and  November  24,  "Sending  Correct  Mes- 
sages" and  "Putting  Our  Good  Will  To  Work"; 
for  Course  28.  lesson  of  December  15,  "The 
Worth  of  Souls";  to  support  family  home  eve- 
ning lessons  7,  12,  and  16;  and  of  general 
interest.) 

i"Hyenas,  the  Hunters  Nobody  Knows,"  by 
Hans  Kruuk,  National  Geographic  Magazine, 
July,  1968,  pages  44-57. 

-Formerly  Tanganyika. 


Dr.  Kruuk  notes  in  his  article 
that  hyenas  are  distant  cousins 
of  cats,  not  dogs.  Hyenas  travel  in 
clans  dominated  by  females.  They 
can  run  almost  tirelessly,  up  to 
40  miles  an  hour.  They  are  fero- 
cious hunters.  They  stalk  zebra  in 
packs;  gazelles  alone;  and  wilde- 
beests in  pairs — or  singly  with 
other  hyenas  joining  later.  In  the 
Ngorongoro  Tanzania  region,  the 
author  found  that  hyenas  do  most 
of  their  own  killing,  with  lions 
coming  later  for  a  feast.  In  nearby 
Serengeti  National  Park,  both 
hyenas  and  lions  do  most  of  their 
own  hunting.  Dr.  Kruuk  says  that 
hyenas,  of  course,  will  eat  the 
spoils  of  a  Hon's  kill;  but  this  does 
not  mean  they  will  not  defend 
their  own  prey:  he  has  watched 
hyenas  drive  off  a  lioness  from  a 
hyena  kill. 

All  of  this  is  quite  different  from 
my  previous  ideas  of  the  hyena.  I 
now  have  new  respect  for  this  un- 
kempt warrior  of  the  African  field. 

I  have  had  my  ideas  about  some 
people,  too,  which  have  changed 
markedly  after  I  became  better 
acquainted  with  them. 

I  remember  a  boy  who  was  a 
baseball  pitcher  on  an  elementary 
school  team  which  was  a  rival  of 
ours.  Because  he  played  for  the 
other  school,  he  was  an  enemy. 
Further,  he  looked  like  a  tough — 
with  his  freckled  face  and  his 
hands  pushed  deep  into  his  Levi 
pockets.  Through  the  years  I  have 
come  to  know  him  better.  As  a 
man  he  is  still  a  good  competitor, 
successful  in  business.  He  is  a 
gentleman,  too.  More  important, 
for  years  he  has  been  an  able 
youth  leader  in  the  Church.  Today 


he  has  both  my  affection  and  ad- 
miration. 

Then  there  was  a  red-shirted 
center  on  a  high  school  football 
team  that  trampled  on  other 
teams,  including  ours.  Sun-browned 
and  crew-cut,  this  center  scowled 
like  a  Pawnee  warrior  on  that  line. 
Even  his  teammates  called  him 
"Brute."  He  was  mean  and  men- 
acing. I  watched  him  mature  into 
manhood.  He  moved  upward  in 
his  community.  His  son  recently 
lived  in  our  neighborhood.  The 
youth  was  a  gentleman,  scholar, 
athlete,  and  a  devoted  Sunday 
School  teacher.  His  dad  is  now  on 
the  list  of  men  I  esteem. 

Is  it  not  true  that  often  people 
we  do  not  particularly  like,  even 
consider  enemies,  are  those  we 
have  not  taken  time  to  really 
know?  Perhaps  they  even  yearn  to 
be  understood.  David,  Israel's 
mighty  monarch,  apparently  felt 
that  way  once,  when  he  wrote: 

/  looked  on  my  right  hand,  and 
beheld,  but  there  was  no  man  that 
would  know  me:  refuge  failed  me; 
No  man  cared  for  my  soulJ 

A  few  years  ago  a  man  moved 
against  me  in  a  business  situation. 
I  considered  him  an  enemy.  He 
probably  was.  Then  a  project 
brought  us  together.  It  was  the 
beginning   of   a   warm   friendship. 

Jesus  said:  "Love  your  ene- 
mies."' I  have  found  the  process 
easier  if  I  first  take  time  to  know 
them,  one  by  one. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 

"Psalm  142:4. 

^Matthew  5:44. 
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